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In 3'/ 2 -hour televised speech: 


Hussein divorces 
himself from PLO 


Shcharansky at 
home: Judy Siegel- 
Itzkovich talks to the 

man who felt free 

even while he was in 
prison. 



Voices from the West 
Bank: Daniel Gavron 
and Robert Rosenberg 
talk to Jews and 
Arabs. 


Lebanese kidnapping: 
Hirsh Goodman on a 
new spiral of violence. 


Peres considers 
postponing 
cabinet session 

By AVI TEMK1N 
Post Economic Reporter 

Sunday's weekly cabinet meeting 
may be postponed “until the prob¬ 
lems on economic policy with the 
Likud have been thrashed out," the 
Prime Minister's office said yester¬ 
day, indicating that Premier Peres 
was considering such a move. 

According to his office, Peres be¬ 
gan to consider cancelling Sunday's 
cabinet session after last Sunday’s 
stormy meeting. Peres vowed then he 
would not permit another such meet¬ 
ing. 

But a final decision has yet to be 
made and, until Peres decides, there 
is little point in contacting the Likud 
leadership, the Prime Minister’s 
office says. 

A spokesman for Finance Minister 
Yitzhak Moda’i declined yesterday to 
comment on Peres’s threat. 

Moda’i again claimed yesterday 
that he was oot mixing politics with 
economics in the controversy over 
economic growth. 


Post Middle East Staff 

King Hussein of Jordan said last 
night that he was no longer able to 
continue to coordinate hjv motes 
with the leadership of the PLO. 
forcing him to break off a year-long 
effort to progress towards u Middle 
East peace settlement with the 
Palestine Liberation Organization. 

The announcement came inn 20D- 
minute address the king made to his 
nation List night over Jordan's telex i- 
sion and radio. 

While castigating the PLO lead¬ 
ership. Hussein repeated his accept¬ 
ance of the 1974 Rabat conference 
that recognized the organization as 
the sole legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people. 

He said the "principles and 
tenets' of the Khruary 11. 19K> 
accord with Yasser Arafat, which 
launched their joint pence effort, 
"w il! continue to embody the found¬ 
ations governing relations between 
the Jordanian and Palestinian peo¬ 
ples with regard to equality of rights 
and obligations in facing our joint 
destiny. ” 

Speaking slowly and reading his 
text through glasses, the monarch 
said he was turning the matter of 
peace “over to the Palestiniansin the 
occupied territories and the di¬ 
aspora. as well as Arab capitals and 
organizations." 

The Jordanian monarch spoke 
painfully of his year-long talks with 
the PLO leadrship. in which he 
sought to induce it to accept Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 
That would have paved the wav for 
the L'.S. government to invite the 
organization to the proposed inter¬ 
national conference to sertle the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

But, he said, "ue are unable to 
continue to coordinate politically 
with the PLO leadership until such 
time as their word becomes their 
bond.” He accused Arafat of back¬ 
ing away from promises to accept 
U7S. conditions for dealing with the 
organization. 

He revealed that in the course of 
his talks with the PLO chairman and 


his aides last month, Arafat urged 
him to convince the Americans to 
change their artilude towards his 
organization as a partner in the 
peace process. 

Hussein said he had achieved a 
major change in (he attitude of the 
U.S. towards the PLO hut that Ara¬ 
fat delayed offering a Palestinian 
response, saying that he had to con¬ 
sult with his aides regarding accept¬ 
ance of Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 33S. In any event, the king 
said, the PLO leadership had de¬ 
cided at a meeting in Baghdad on 
November 24 not to accept either 
resolution. The PLO had not 
bothered, however, to tell Jordan of 
this decision formally. 

King Hussein said the final U S. 

Reactions — Page 2 

position regarding PLO participa¬ 
tion in peace talks, conveyed to the 
Jordanians on February 5," called for 
an international conference on the 
basis of Resolution 242 with a pledge 
to ensure the legal rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

He said that on the same day. a 
meeting was held in Amman with 
Arafat to consider the latest Amer¬ 
ican offer. Arafat promised to bring 
the proposal to the PLO leadership. 
The U.S. proposal was substantially 
the same as that taken by the PL6 
from the beginning of the talks last 
year, King Hussein said, but on 
February 6 Arafat informed the 
Jordanian premier that recognition 
of the legal rights of the Palestinian 
people did not cover their right for 
self-determination. The next day. 
Arafat left Amman, bringing the 
talks to ah end. 

He complained that within the 
Arab world, “defence of the PLO 
gradually replaced the basic issue, 
which was the liberation of occupied 
Palestinian territory." 

Hussein said be argued that “the 
subject of self-determination within 
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 



King Hussein addresses the Jordanian nation on television last night. 

jEval lzhari 

Historic chance for 
West Bankers - Rabin 


Jerusalem Post SiafT • 

Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
gave an encouraging welcome to 
King Hussein's Amman speech 
which proclaimed an end to further 
Jordanian contacts with the PLO. 

If the residents of the territories 
grasp the opportunity created by the 
king, it could he an important turn¬ 
ing point in political negotiations 
and represent “a new chance for 
dialogue," the defence minister said 
last night on the Stoked TV prog¬ 
ramme. 

The King's speech created an his¬ 
toric opportunity for advancing Mid¬ 
dle East peace, the Defence Minister 
said. 

He called on the leaders of the 
residents of the territories “to divest 
themselves of the PLO and of out¬ 
side forces, to stand up for them¬ 
selves, to take care of the one-and-a- 
quarter million Palestinians living in 
the territories, and to join Hussein in 
a move for peace negotiations with 
Israel without the PLO." 

They should take their destiny in 
their own hands, he declared. 

The problem in the territories, 
Rabin said, was to find “five, or 
seven or eight figures" who will 
come forward and say, publicly, that 
the PLO has torpedoed the peace 


Having called the PLO a stumb¬ 
ling block in negotiations with the 
U.S.. King Hussein now needs an 
international Arab umbrella from 
beneath which be can continue to 
move towards peace talks with the 
U.S. and Israel. 

. Hussein is realistic enough to 
know that the inhabitants of the 
Wesft Bank and Gaza will not and 
cannot now take an independent 
initiative together with Jordan. 

What Hussein needs are allies 
drawn from the large Arab states, 
possibly Egypt, Syria and Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. 


The ball is thus in the inter-Arab 
court and in the territories, whose 
Palestinian population must now 
take it up. 

This was the thrust of the longest 
speech that Hussein has ever made. 
In some three-and-a-half hours. 
Hussein cleared Jordan of any re¬ 
sponsibility for stalling peace efforts 
in the yeare since 1967. 

Jordan, he said, had always done 
its peaceful utmost to try to regain 
the territories from Israel, excluding 
always the Camp David Accords 
wjtuch, he said, Jordan could not 
accept. 


By contrast. Hussein continued, 
the PLO leadership had adopted an 
unchanging rejectionist stand. And 
it had maintained this stand even in 
the face of the U.S.'s growing flex¬ 
ibility which had extended, he said, 
to agreeing to PLO participation in 
the peace talks as part of a 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation. 

Addressing the Palestinians of the 
territories directly, Hussein de¬ 
scribed Jordan's continuing efforts 
to reach some reasonable solution, 
but said repeatedly that it was Arafat 
and his associates who had con¬ 
tinued to show unreasonable ob- 


$lb. growth plan being drawn up by Histadrut 


By ROY ISA CO WITZ * 

Ptast Labour Reporter 

TEL AVIV. - A plan for the allocation of $1 
billion for economic growth over the next two 
years is now being drawn up by the Histadrut for 
presentation next week to the trilateral Economic 
Council comprising the government, the Hisiad- 
rat and private employers. Histadrut Secretary- 
General Yisrael Kessar is expected to announce 
details of the 12-poim plan when he addresses the 
Labour Party central committee this afternoon. 

The plan's drafters describe it as “not very 
inflationary" and essential to the country's econo¬ 
mic fuiure. They say that it will go part of the way 
towards reducing unemployment and equalizing 
The distribution of the economic burden - two 
areas which the current recovery programme 
supposedlyencompassed but in fact ignored. 

The envisaged investment funds would be 
raised from both internal and external sources and • 


by the imposition of "wealth" raxes, such as a 
capital gain tax. Allocation of the resources would 
be bandied by a national growth fund. 

That portion of the public's savings which is 
currently used to finance the state budget would 
instead be allocated to growth, according to the 
plan. The budgetary shortfall would be made up 
by wealth taxes. 

The plan’s drafters estimate that a capital gains 
tax would raise S250 million to $300m. in the first 
year. 

Other points in the plan call for the mainte¬ 
nance of price controls and the abolition of export 
subsidies. The latter would be replaced by pre¬ 
ferential credit lines for exporters. 

The plan would allow Israeli companies to 
borrow money abroad for the purpose of buying 
foreign machinery and raw materials. Tax conces¬ 
sions would be given to workers and employers in 
the export industries. 


The plan is likely to arouse strong opposition 
among the Histadxut’s partners in the Economic 
council. Finance Minister Yitzhak Moda'i is im¬ 
placably opposed to artificially-fuelled growth at 
this stage, while Economics Minister Gad Ya'aco- 
bi, the architect of a growth plan of his own, is 
opposed to the imposition of a capital gains tax. 

Nevertheless, the plan does appear to corres¬ 
pond, in broad outline, to the thinking of Prime 
Minister Peres, chairman of the council. Peres 
said last week that he favours attracting some 
$400m. in public savings to industrial investment, 
and raising growth funds from abroad. 

The Histadrut regards next week’s meeting as 
crucial to the country’s short-term economic fu¬ 
ture. In addition to the growth debate, Peres is 
expected to attempt to gain a consensus on the 
opening of wage negotiations in both the public 
and the private sectors. 
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Hum ,f There are only a few hours left to place 
your classified advertisement for tomorrow s 
' Haluah Heliatteh. Just take your ad to any 
advertising aceocw or to an office oi Mu tinvor 
Ha'-iret/forcali'03-43yJN0I and it will run in 
Hebrew in those papers. Hand it m earlv enough 
tp make sure it reaches the oiiice ofHaluah 
Hehadash before 4 p.m. and your ad will also 
appear in Englishin The Jerusalem Post, 

)r Beat that deadline! 


Bank of Israel rejects Peres request 

No special treatment 
forSolelBoneh 


By SHLOMO MAOZ, 

ROY ISACOWTEZ 
andAVITEMKIN 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 
The Bank of Israel has flatly re¬ 
jected a personal request by Prime 
Minister Peres to exempt .the 
Histadrut-owned Sold Boneh com¬ 
pany from banking regulations. 

Peres asked Examiner of Banks 
Galia Maor to authorize the banking 
system to grant the company loans 
that would exceed the strict limita¬ 
tions on credits that the banks may 
grant to a single company. The 
limitations were imposed last 
November by Maor to protect the 
stability of the banking system in the 
face of possible bankruptcies by 
huge companies. 

Histadrut Secretary-General Yis¬ 
rael Kessar is said to blame many of 
the company’s problems on misman¬ 
agement. He intimated as modi on 
Tuesday, without mentioning'Solel 
Boneh by name, when he said; “Un¬ 
fortunately, there have been inst¬ 
ances in which company manage¬ 
ment failed and caused company 
failures, and the price has been paid 
bv the workers.” 


process, and that they are joining 
Hussein on the basis of his under¬ 
standings with the U .S. 

"Thcv have no other uUcmativ e„" 
Rabin said. "What are thev waiting 
for. for a miracle? Here is a golden 
opportunity." Rabin continued He 
said that every resident of the terri¬ 
tories had die right to be included as a 
Palestinian representative m the 
joint Palestinian-Jordanian delega¬ 
tion. 

Rabin added that he had met 
Palestinians who in secret conversa¬ 
tions were willing to berate and 
condemn the PLO! The problem in 
the past was that they always refused 
to do so publicly, fearing for their 
lives. "I hope now they will come 
forward." Rabin said. 

The Prime Minister’s Office last 
night wanted more time to study the 
foil implications of the Hussein 
speech before reacting to it. 

Contrary to the defence minister's 
upbeat note, the reaction of other 
political sources in Jerusalem was 
cautious. 

These sources last sight said that it 
was not yet dear whether Hussein's 
speech represented “a real change in 
direction or merely an attempt to 
pressure the PLO into accepting his 
conditions for the PLO's entry into 
the peace process." 


ANALYSIS 


YEHUDA LITANI 


sttnacy. 

Hussein made great play of Jor¬ 
dan's strong ties to the Palestinian 
nation and the ties that bound the 
Hashemite dynasty to Palestine and 
its holy sites, and especially to al- 
Aksa mosque where his grandfather 
Abdullah had been “martyred after 
securing the dty from the Zionists." 
His family had a si milar connection 
to Gaza, Hussein said, for it was here 
that Hashem, the founder of his 
family, was buried. 

Thus, although attempts to in¬ 
clude the PLO in the peace process 
'(Continued on Page 2, Col. (I 


As searches continue in S. Lebanon 


One abducted 
soldier killed - 
Beirut reports 


Bv MEN AHEM HOROWITZ 
and JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 
and agencies 

Shi’ite extremists last night 
claimed to have killed one of the 
wo Israel Defence Forces sol¬ 
diers kidnapped on Monday, 
according to a report from 
Beirut. 

In an anonymous telephone 
call to the leading Beirut news¬ 
paper An-Nahar . a man who 
purported to speak for the "Isla¬ 
mic Resistance Movement" said 
the group would release a Polar¬ 
oid photograph of the slain-sol¬ 
dier today. 

Beirut radio, late last night said 
another call had been received at the 
Beirut office of the Abu Dhabi news¬ 
paper AMttihad. 

The IDF last refused to comment 
on the report. 

On Tuesday the “Resistance 
Movement." apparently a front for 
the extremist Shi’ite organization 
HizbolJah. said it would Kill one of 
the soldiers unless the IDF withdrew 
from South Lebanon by 9 p.m. last 
night. 

The report of the Resistance 
Movement threat on Tuesday in¬ 
cluded the correct military identi¬ 
fication numbers of the two men, 
Yossi Fuik and Rahamim Alsheikh. 
The two soldiers were ambushed and 
kidnapped on Monday in South 
Lebanon. 

The anonymous caller to An- 
Nahar last night said, “In confirma¬ 


tion of the pledge we made earlier... 
the Islamic Resistance carried out 
the death sentence on one of the two 
Israeli hostages at 9 p.m. this even¬ 
ing." 

The culler did not say which of the 
men the group had slain. 

A few minutes before the report of 
the slaying reached Israel, Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said he was 
deeply concerned by the threat to 
kill a soldier. But he said would 
continue to search South Lebanon 
for the two men until it was certain 
they had been taken out of the area. 

Rabin was speaking on TV's 
Stoked programme, broadcast after 
the 9 p.m. deadline. 

"We will continue searching until 
we come to the conclusion that they 
have been taken somewhere else," 
Rabin said. 

Rabin acknowledged that Hizbol- 
lah was the “most murderous and 
cruel terrorist organization," having 
carried out suicide attacks on the 
U.S.. French and Israeli forces in 
Lebanon which claimed the lives of 
500 men. 

Buz he rejected the demand that 
the IDF pulled back from South 
Lebanon, because it concerned 
“topics over which there is no room 
for negotiations." 

“Israel cannot accept demands 
concerning the IDFs deployment or 
its policy - there has never been any 
argument about that," Rabin said. 

Nevertheless, he clearly left tbe 
door open for talks on an exchange 
of prisoners. 

As concern tor the fate of the two 
(Continued on Page 2, CoL 4) 
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IDF troops patrol tbe Sooth Lebanon village of Deir Kifa yesterday as 
the search for the two kidnapped soldiers continued. A Finnish Unifil 
soldier (left) looks on. (AFP telephoto* 



MAXI ENTRECOTE 
AT MINI PRICE 


Last month, Kessar app ointed Ehud 
SbDo to replace Shragi Rothman as Sold 
Booeh’s cfirector-generaL 
Yesterday Peres met Shilo for a 
briefing on the company’s financial 
situation. Present at the meeting 
were Kessar and Danny Rosolio, 
secretary of Hevrat Ovdim (the 
Labour federation’s bolding com¬ 
pany). 

The Prime Minister’s Office said 
yesterday that Peres had not ex¬ 
pressed any opinion during the 
meeting, and thathe would wait for a 
committee pnder Aaron Fogel, head 
of the Treasury’s budget division, to 
submit its findings. 

Solel Boneh, which owes some 
$300 million to the hanks, has 
reached the limits of credit allowed 
under Maoris regulations to a single 
firm by the large commercial banks. 
Its most acute short-term obligations 
total some S130 ol 
S ome weeks ago Solel Boneh tried 
to get the Bank of Israel’s authoriza¬ 
tion to seek a large loan abroad. The 
bank has not yet replied, and the 
Histadrut leadership is now waiting 
for the recommendations of the 
Fogel committee. 


for the price of a single portion 


This week’s special is entreefite: a whole kilo for the same price as a single portion in a restaurant. 

Only N1S 22. 

We’ll cut your entreefiteinto whopping big, juicy and oh-so-tasty 250g steaks — 

like only Hecht knows how. 

This special offer on entreedte and other fine meats is available fora limited period only — so hurry! 
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SOCIAL & PERSONAL || 


23 diplomatic representatives from 
nine Latin American countries - 
Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, the 
Dominican Republic, EL Salvador, 
Honduras, Panama, Peru and Vene¬ 
zuela - yesterday visited the Weiz- 
mann Institute of Science. The di¬ 
plomats, who were accompanied by 
representatives of the Israel Foreign 
Ministry and the Central Institute 
for Cultural Relations Between 
Israel, Latin America, Spain and 
Portugal, met with Profs. Nathan 
Train in and Yitzhak Tseruya, as well 
as with the Institute's Director of 
Special Affairs, David Moushine. 
TTaey were the luncheon guests of its 
senior vice-president, Prof. Shmuel 
Shaltiel. 



Lord Balfour, great-nephew of 
Arthur James Balfour, planted a 
tree yesterday at the Balfour 
Forest near Nazareth. Balfour 
was the guest of the Jewish 
National Fund. (Danny Newman) 


Maier Asher, at 73 

Maier Asher, a doyen of the fore¬ 
ign correspondent corps in Israel, 
died yesterday. He was 73. 

Bulgarian bom. he studied law in 
Romania before World War H and 
began his journalistic career on his 
return to Bulgaria, where he repre¬ 
sented the London Daily Telegraph. 

Settling in Israel in 1948, he con¬ 
tinued his association with the Brit¬ 
ish paper and also served as corres¬ 
pondent for The Jewish Chronicle. 

He leaves a wife and a daughter. 

The funeral will be at the Holon 
cemetery, at 12.45 p.m. today. 


Tat-AlufMahanaymi 
laid to rest 

TEL AVIV (Itim). -Tat-AIuf (Brig. 
Gen.) Gideon Mahanaymi. the 
prime minister's deputy adviser on 
terror, was buried yesterday in 
Kiryat Shaul with full military hon¬ 
ours. He died Tuesday of a heart 
attack. 

Prime Minister Peres, Defence 
Minister Rabin, Industry and Trade 
Minister Sharon and hundreds of 
others, including senior IDF offic¬ 
ers, Knesset members and public 
figures, attended the funeral. Six 
colonels carried the coffin, and a 
military salute was fired. 


HUSSEIN 

(Continued from Page One) 
the context of a confederation was a 
matter for the Jordanians and 
Palestinians" and could be settled 
after they had regained the land lost 
to Israel in the 1967,war. 

' The address, which included En¬ 
glish subtitles for the first time was 
evidently intended by King Hussein 
to reach foreign diplomats and poss¬ 
ibly also Israelis. 

The official Middle East News 
Agency in Cairo reported that 
Mubarak and Hussein had "ex¬ 
changed views on the important 
issues in the region" in a telephone 
call last night. 


HOME AND FOREIGN MEWS 

Down’s Syndrome parents 
Vant their children to die’ 

ByTSIPIKUPER 

TEL AVIV. - Some parents of 
Down’s Syndrome babies want doc¬ 
tors to let their children die, a top Tel 
Hashoiiner Hospital pediatrician said 
yesterday. 

“I was shocked by the suggestions 
of a number of parents who said in 
dear terms it would be better if the 
child did not leave the department/’ 

Prof. Bernard Cohen, director of die 
Tel Hashomer Institute for Child 
Development, told social workers at 
a day-long seminar on “Abandon¬ 
ment of Irregular Babies in Hospit¬ 
als.” 

“One parent asked wtry^I moved 


their child to another bed, away 
from a child with diarrhea, and did 
not iet him catch the disease.” said 
Cohen. 

Lawyer Dan Schnit, of Tel Aviv 


University's School of Social Work, 
told the gathering that in his view the 
controversial Supreme Court ruling 
■ on Tuesday “begins to touch the 
issue of mercy killing-” 

The court held a doctor liable for 
i faulty advice given before a child’s 
conception that led to the child being 
bom with a defect. 

The number of Down’s Syndrome 
babies abandoned in hospitals is on 
the rise, said Dr. Yithzak KandeQ, 
director of the Labour and Social 
Affairs Ministry’s Service for the 
Retarded. He said one reason may 
be the parents’ fear of being left to 
take care of the child as there is a 
long waiting list at institutions for the 
retarded. 

Almost 1,200 families with re¬ 
tarded children are on the list, some 
for over five years, he said. “The list 
is now the longest it has ever been.” 


Pay dispute may lead to ban 
on visits to retarded children 


■ ByTSIPIKUPER 

Parents may be barred from visit¬ 
ing their retarded children in institu¬ 
tions, if the Labour and Social 
Affairs Ministry does not meet its 
employees' demands for higher pay. 
a workers' committee member said 
yesterday. 

Yehoshua Gura said in a GaJei 
Zahal interview that this was one of 
several measures being considered 
by the workers. He refused to dis¬ 
close other sanctions the committee 
was planning. 

The workers are demanding that 
their salaries be raised to the same 
level as National Insurance Institute 


and Employment Service workers. 
“We receive the lowest salaries in 
the public sector," he told The Jem- 
salem Post. 

The committee stepped up its 
sanctions yesterday, refusing to re¬ 
ceive the public or make payments in 
the main office and regional bran¬ 
ches. Mail has not been touched at 
the ministry since Sunday, Gura 
said. The committee plans to con¬ 
tinue t he current sanctions until 
week’s end. 

He told Galei Zahal that “any 
action is legitimate so long as it does 
not endanger life.” 


Mixed reactions from 
W. Bankers to speech 


ByRONJOURARD 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij told 
The Jerusalem Post last night that he 
was deeply impressed by toe “frank¬ 
ness and seriousness” of King Hus¬ 
sein's speech, and predicted that it 
would have a “strong and positive” 
effect on toe people of the West 
Bank and Gaza. He said, however, 
that it was premature to predict how 
they would react. Because the 
speech was so long - lasting some 
three-and-a-half hours - it would 
take them time to digest it, be said. 

Freij did not think that the PLO 
would now change its position and 
recognize UN Resolution 242. 

“Now,” he said, “it’s up to toe 
Americans, toe Israelis and the peo¬ 
ple of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 0 ’ 1 .: ' 

Hussein, he commented, was right 
when he said that “if we sit and wait 
until toe West Bank is Judaized. toe 
situation will become irreversible.” 

Hanna Seniora, editor of toe East 
Jerusalem Arabic daily al-Fajr , told 
The Post be was “disappointed" in 
the way the king explained the fai¬ 
lure of the recent negotiations be¬ 
tween PLO chairman Yasser Arafat 
and himself in Amman. "In my opin¬ 
ion,” said Seniora, “if we are to pin 
blame on toe guilty party, we should 
pin icon the U.S. administration.” 

“The king,” explained Seniora, 
“had asked toe U.S. to recognize the 
Palestinians’ right to self- 
determination/’ The U.S.’s refusal 
to do so was toe “main course” for 
the failure of toe talks, be said. 

Seniora said that Palestinian- 
Jordanian relations had reached 
similar impasses in the past. “This 


stalemate/’ he predicted, “will also 
be resolved. Our destinies are intert¬ 
wined. Therefore we have to face toe 
future - and toe ‘common threat’ - 
together.” 

Seniora said that the king would 
not enter peace talks without the 
PLO. “The king clearly indicated 
that he's after a comprehensive 
peace settlement, which involves all 
toe parties. Foremost among those 
parties, toe king recognizes, is the 
PLO. Proof, said Seniora, lies in the 
king's reaffirmation last night of 
acceptance of the Rabat summit re¬ 
solution recognizing the PLO as toe 
-sole, legitimate representative of toe 
Palestinian people. 

The major difference between toe 
king and toe PLO, said Seniora, is 
that Hussein-believes toe recovery of 
land is the most important thing, and 
that toe right to self-determination is 
seqpndaiy. “But the PLO lead¬ 
ership,” he said, “thinks that they 
must go together.” 

Bashir Barghouti, a leading leftist 
in the West Bank and editor of toe 
East Jerusalem weekly at-Taliya, 
told The Post that the “whole atmos¬ 
phere” could change in toe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip following the 
king’s speech. 

The king’s next step, he predicted, 
would be to try to rally greater 
support in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. The king, he thought, would 
also “turn more” to Syria now as a 
partner for entering peace talks. 

As a result, said Barghouti, Fatah 
might try to rebuild its bridges with 
Syria. Splits might occur inside 
Fatah, he said, as “Jordan could 
influence some sections of that orga¬ 
nization.” 


Galilee men found roaming in South Lebanon 


SAFAD (Itim). - Two men from 
Galilee mosbavim were remanded in 
custody yesterday after being caught 
some days ago in the security zone in 
South Lebanon, near the area from 
which two Israeli soldiers were 
abducted this week. 

Yitzhak Cohen, 23, of Moshav 
Ya'ara. and David Shifomo, 25, of 
Moshav Granot, were stopped at a 


road-block near Beit Yahun in South 
Lebanon. They had no papers and 
offered no explanation of what they 
were doing on the wrong side of the 
border. Neither was armed. 

Police told toe judge that the two 
bad run the risk of being abducted 
and held for ransom by terrorist 
organizations. 


Spanish Embassy officials released 


MADRID. - No deal was made to 
secure the freedom of three Spanish 
Embassy officials kidnapped in 
Beirut, but their release yesterday 
made it possible for Spain to study 
their captors' demand, Spain’s in¬ 
terior minister said. 

Minister Jose Barrionuevo told 
Spanish radio yesterday that his gov¬ 
ernment had refused to enter into 
any deal before toe three hostages, a 
Spanish anti-terrorist policeman and 
two Lebanese nationals, were re- 
iased. 

The Black Flags Organization, 


which claimed responsibility for the 
kidnapping, demanded the'release 
of two Shi’ites convicted of attemp¬ 
ting to kill a Libyan diplomat in 
Madrid. 

“At the moment we are disposed 
to find a solution within Spanish law. 
but there has been no agreement,” 
Banionuevo said. 

At least 10 other Westerners are 
being held hostage in Beirut, waiting 
for various governments to bow to 
kidnappers’demands for the release 
of comrades in Kuwaiti, British or 
French jails. (Reuter, AP) 


Daniel A mar, 
killed off Tyre, 
buried in Netanya 

NET ANYA (Itim). - High-ranking 
naval officers attended the funeral 
yesterday of 19-year-old Daniel 
Amar. who was killed on Tuesday in 
an Israel Navy ship that was hit by 
rockets from toe direction of the 
Southern Lebanese port of Tyre. 

Among the mourners were Rear 
Admiral (Aiuf) Avraham Ben- 
Shoshan, Natanya mayor Yoei 
Elroy, and the chief rabbi of 
Netanya, David Chelouche. 

The Navy’s chief rabbi said that 
Corporal Amar, who had just com¬ 
pleted a course for medical order¬ 
lies, was a model soldier, one of the 
finest the Navy had known. 


Hostage killed 
‘in retaliation’ for 
searches in South 

BEIRUT (AFP). - The group that 
killed a Jewish hostage yesterday 
told the Lebanese daily An-Nohor 
that it will not return the body of Elie 
Hailak until Israeli troops complete¬ 
ly withdraw from South Lebanon. 

The group, the Organization of 
the Oppressed on Earth, claimed it 
had killed Prof. Hailak, vice- 
president of the Higher Council of 
toe Jewish Community in Beirut, in 
retaliation for security raids in the 
south by Israeli troops looking for 
two abducted soldiers. 

Hailak was kidnapped in mainly 
Moslem West Beirut on March 30. 
1985. Four other Jews were kidnap¬ 
ped around the same time. 
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Nationalism , fundamentalism 

Israel’s cancerous growths 


Babetta, the female leopard trapped at Em Gedi 10 years ago, was 
yesterday moved from the Ramat Gan Zoological Centre to her new 
home in the Hai Bar Reserve near Eilat- Zoologists hope this rare 
Israeli wild cat will mate and reproduce. (IPPA) 


Escaped Beersheba rapist still on loose 


By LIORA MORIEJL 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 

BEERSHEBA. - A large force of 
police, army and Prisons Service 
men were still searching last night in 
the Dimona area for 32-year-old 
escaped rapist-robber SaJe/n Said 
Abu-Sulb of the Abu Rekiak Beduin 
tribe. He had escaped from Beershe¬ 
ba Prison Tuesday night after 
clambering over a seven-metre wall. 

The same weary search team had 
managed early yesterday morning to 
capture another escapee - 21-year- 
old Faraj Omar Ibrahim of the Sil- 
wao neighbourhood of Jerusalem. 
Ibrahim, who was detained for the 
murder of policeman Avraham 
Bayazi near Jerusalem's Jaffa Gate 
on January 30, escaped late Tuesday 


night by removing a section of the 
bathroom wall in toe Arad lock-up. 

Under cover of darkness, be man¬ 
aged to elude a 300-man contingent 
of police. Border Police, trackers, 
dogs, soldiers and Civil Guardsmen. 
A crack army unit finally flushed him 
out. 

The Negev police commander, 
Nitzav-Mishne Haim Ben-Ayun, has 
set up a board of inquiry to deter¬ 
mine how Ibrahim - who bad been 
taken to Arad to be isolated from 
other suspects in the* murder - got 
away. 

Meanwhile, another board of in¬ 
quiry has been set up by the Prisons 
Service to determine how Abu-Sulb 
escaped. 


ABDUCTED SOLDIER 


(Continued from Page One) 
kidnapped IDF soldiers increased by 
the hour all through- yesterday, the 
army continued for the third straight 
day to search extremely hostile 
Shi'ite villages outside the security 
zone in South Lebanon for the 
abducted men. 

Near Beit Yahoun in South Leba¬ 
non, police experts yesterday ex¬ 
amined bloodstains in the'car from 
which Yossi Fink and Rahamim 
Alsbeikh were abducted on Mon¬ 
day. The lab experts sought to deter¬ 
mine whether toe bloodstains be¬ 
longed to the soldiers or to their 
abductors. 

Soldiers standing guard over the 
police stood on the roof of the house 
across the road - the building from 
which the abductors bad opened 
fire. 

The back window of the car and 
the side windows were completely 
shattered and the seats were littered 
with glass fragments. The car was 
riddled with bullet holes. 

In contrast to the tense but quiet 
attitude of the local population to¬ 
wards the soldiers when toe search 
began, scattered hostile elements 
yesterday showed opposition to the 
IDF operation. 

In one serious incident near the 
village of Haris, enemy gunmen 


fired rocket-propelled grenades at 
soldiers searching the area. The IDF 
soldiers returned fire, killing four 
gunmen and wounding two. 

There were no Israeli casualties in 
the exchange. 

Responding to reports that the 
CDF soldier lolled Tuesday aboard a 
Navy boat bad been hit by Amai fire. 
OC Northern Command Ori On- 
said that Amal had. shown no 
tendency to take extreme positions. 

Orr, who visited the town of Tib- 
nin outside toe security zone earlier 
in the day. told reporters in Kiryat 
Shmona that residents were not 
fleeing South Lebanon. 

“We have no intention of expand¬ 
ing the security zone,” he insisted, 
adding that troops “had fpund large 
quantities of weapons that were used 
against northern settlements and the 
security zone.” 

South Lebanon Army commander 
Gen. Antoine Lahad told reporters 
in Kiryat Shmona that he would 
discuss with Israeli authorities the 
possibility of deploying his soldiers, 
up to the Litam River. He said this 
could lead to better control of toe 
area and more effectively prevent 
terrorist infiltration. 

By last night dozens of Lebanese 
had been arrested in the course of 
the search operation. 




IN PERSON 


By BENNY MORRIS 

“Rbomemian exists not only in 
Israel, it also exists in Iran,” says 
Rabbi Menacfaem Hacoben, the 
Alignment MK who represents 
Orthodoxy with a human face. He 
likes to sound unorthodox. 

He is mortally afraid of the way 
Jewish Orthodoxy is moving in 

Israel. “Israeli Khomeinian,” he ex¬ 
plains, “has two faces - one 
messianic-nationalist [Gush Emn- 
nim] and the other fnndamentaiist- 
zeakras [Shas]. Both are extremely 
dangerous/’ 

But Hacoben is more afraid of the 
messianic-nationalist streak, which is 
fed by both nltra-natkmaUsm and 
fundamentalism. He believes that the 
two phenomena are “fn reality one, 
fyh intensifying according to cir¬ 
cumstances!” The messianic- 
nationalist trend comes to the fore In 
response to nationalist and defence- 
related stimuli; fundamentalism 
nourishes 4n other instances, he 
maintains. 

“They are like cancer of the liver 

and lung cancer—both have the same 

outcome,” be says. “Maybe this is 
just wishful thinking/' he adds, “but 
1 believe the messianic-religious 
offensive has been halted. Gush 
Ernnnim no longer commands the 
numbers it once did.” Hacohen attri¬ 
butes this mainly to the Lebanon war 
- “perhaps the only good thing a boot 
that war” - which undermined 
“their self-confidence, and gave rise 
to doubts.” 

As to fundamentalism, it has pro¬ 
duced a backlash, Hacohen feels. 
Originally, some saw in it a sign of 
“the renascence of Judaism,” btit 
now even the religious camp is begin¬ 
ning to preceive it as merely another 
manifestation of the •'* region’s 
tendency towards fundamentalism, a 
tendency which has also caught up 
some Moslems and Druse.” 

Hacohen spoke out in the Knesset 
on Tuesday against the religious par¬ 
ties’ “identification of Meir Kahane 
with halacha” when they urged the 
House to postpone - as it ultimately 
did - the passage of toe anti-racism 
am endment to the Criminal Code. 
The retigjous lobby made its support 
for toe anti-racism bill contingent on 
the addition of a danse saying that no 
one should be prosecuted for red ting 
passages from toe Scriptures or the 
halacha. Various passages - such as 
toe Havdala prayer at toe conclusion 
of the Sabbath, which invokes God as 





(Kariiiisky) 


He who distinguishes between Israel 
Sidofttxnatons, and toeprosenp- 

tionof Amaiek-canbeseen as most. 

“That is not so,” says Hacohen. 
“Quoting passages in that way is 
ridiculous. Quotations must be 
viewed within toe context of time, 
ply*-** jmd circumstance. The [spirit 
of] halacha, of Judaism* & complete¬ 
ly contrary to a [ftmdamentalist) 
view of scriptural passages. For ex¬ 
ample, the halacha does not accept 
literally the punishment of “aii eye 
for an eye.” Only ignorant people - 
and there are many of them in the 
Knesset representing toe religious 
parties — adopt a literal view of 
Scripture and Italachic passages. 
And these people are afraid of the 
quotations Kahane cites. ” 

The anti-racism law does not en¬ 
danger the halacha, and by Mocking 
it the religious party MKs have done 
something “anti-Jewish,” says 
Hacohen. 

For his part, he objects to the bill’s 
“lack of a cutting edge. It does not 

cover implied incitement. The Jewish 

people, of all people, should legislate 
an anti-racist law that will be an 
example to the world. And yet the 
U.S. has far better, stronger anti- 
racist legislation. The tougher toe 
law is, toe better win it reflect the 
spirit of Judaism and the spirit of the 
halacha,” says Hacohen. 

As an example of what should be 
prohibited, be rites Kahane’s prop¬ 
osed law to ban sex between Jews and 
non-Jews. 

“Nowhere does the Bible prohibits 
sex between different races. No. AH it 
does is permit or prohibit sex under ' 
certain conditions. For Instance, 
there cannot be sex during a woman’s 
menstrual period or between a Cohen 
and a. divorcee. Nor is sex allowed 
between a Jew and a goy. But this is •_ 
for religious not racial reasons,” ht - 
explains. 


A 


HUSSEIN VOLLEYS 

Palestinians will understand, toe 
message: My hands are clean. LA 


(Continued from Page One) 
failed. Hussein pledged that he 

would strengthen Jordan’s tics-with “the best I could. If you 
the Palestinians of the West Bank me you’re welcome. Britvif 1 


and Gaza. 

Hussein did not specify whether 
he would proceed with any indepen¬ 
dent initiative with the U.S. or 
Israel. 

But the Arab states and the 


you 

Israel will continue in its effort 
annex the territories by establishing. 
more settlements and grabbingmore- 
land from the Palestinians. They wfll 
perhaps even try a new initiative •*. 
and take over the East Bank, too. 


Shipyards workers end sit-in despite doubts over future 


By DAVID RUDGE 
HAIFA. - Israel Shipyards em¬ 
ployees are expected to return to 
their jobs today, after the yard’s 
receiver and the workers' repre¬ 
sentatives reached an agreement 
yesterday ending a three-month long 
sit-in. 

Under the agreement between the 
Haifa Labour Council, the workers' 
representatives, and receiver 
Amram Blum, the workers will for¬ 


go free meals and transport, even 
though many of them have to travel 
long distances to work. 

The workers had already agreed 
to take a 30 per cent pay cut to 
prevent dismissals. 

Blum has guaranteed to pay the 
workers' wages, although it is not 
dear where the money will come 
from. 

Negotiations will now begin over a 
long-term recovery programme to 


assure the yard's future. 

The back-to-work agreement was 
ratified by the workers at a mass 
meeting at the yard yesterday after¬ 
noon. The men sang Hatikva as the 
meeting ended, expressing their 
hopes for the future. But the mood 
was heavy with doubts about the. 
government's intentions towards the 
yard. 

Department heads are to run the 


yard and organize work rosters on a 
temporary basis until a general man-' 
ager is appointed. Several names 
have been nominated for the posi¬ 
tion, including former head of the 
'Israel Navy Ze’ev Almog and the 
yard’s founder. Yisrael Libertovski. 

Work at the yard includes con¬ 
tinuing the construction of four tug¬ 
boats, for the Israel Navy and the 
Ports Authority, and two pleasure 
boats. 


In very deep sorrow we announce the passing in Zurich 
of our beloved 

HUDI LEBEDKIN 

on February 18,1986—TetBe’adar Aleph, 5746. 

Her son: Max and Tania Lebedkin 

Families in Israel and abroad, 
Zurich and Herzliya Pituah 

For details on shiva please call: 052-78819. 
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The American Jewish Committee—Israel Office 

records in sorrow the passing, on February 15, of 

ZACHARIAH SHUSTER 

Veteran Director of AJC's European office, who gave 40 years of 
brilliant and dedicated service to world Jewry, securing toe human 
rights of Jews and others in Eastern Europe and North Africa. He 
participated in the founding of the United Nations and contributed his 
formidable knowledge and linguistic skills during Vatican Council 11. 
He was a moral giant among Jewish professionals. 


On the second anniversary of the death of 

JACOB LEVINSON Vr 

we shall honour his memory on Sunday, February 23,1986 
at 2.30 p.m. at his graveside in the 
Kibbutz Tzora cemetery. 

TTie Family 


A memorial meeting will be held the same day (23.2.86) 
at 4.30 p.m. at Beit Bed in Tzofrt 

■d311-ra-fH 1 . ' 


HEINZ FREUDENTHAL 

(Founder of Graphos) 

On Sunday, February 23,1986, we shall meet at 12 noon for 
the unveiling of the tombstone, at the entrance to Har 
Hamenuhot Cemetery. 

The Family 


In deep sorrow we announce the death of our beloved 

MAIER ASHER 

- Daily Telegraph correspondent in Israel. 


The funeral will be held today, Thursday, February 20,1986 
at 12.45 p.m. at the Holon cemetery. 


We will meet at the cemetery entrance. 


The Family 


/v 


The unveiling of the tombstone of 
our dear wife, mother and grandmother 

FRUMA KARKLIN 

will be held at the Ramat Hasharon Cemetery 
today. February 20,1986, at 4.00 p.m. 




The Family 


Our deepest sympathy to Ruth Gilson and herfamilv 
on the death of her mother 

IRMA SCHUFFTAN 

Moshav Regba 
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Chief of U.S. SDI programme tells aeronautics experts: 

otar Wars will help solve Israeli security problems 


TFT Y&S HU * br «llunt 

W. A ^ I Yi™J Jealenan! - Ge " e ral 
if? ^ a T SOD ' heild of 'he 
U.S. Strategic Defence Initiative or 
Star _Wai? programme, yesterday 
urged scientists here to take part in 
the project as it would help Israel's 
security, too. 

Part of the Star Wars research will 

i°n™? s of TO ^enng 
short-range ballistic missiles of the 

type the Soviet Union has supplied 
Syna, he explained. 

Abrahamson made the appeal j n 

S/SSh® 10 ae^nautics experts at 
the 28th annual Icrael Conference 
on Aviation and Astronautics at the 

Tel Aviv HjJion^, 

At an earlier meeting with defence 

A e £°? erS at the U - S - Embassv, 
Abrahamson said: “Some of the 

technology that we will be investing 
in and conducting research on, and 
m the end developing... will also 
contribute to some of [Israel’s] very 
pressing military needs. That is 
being able to counter and deal with 


short-range ballistic missile threats," 
particularly the Soviet-Made SS21. 
SS22. SS23 and possibly the Scud 
missiles. 

Later at the aeronautics confer¬ 
ence, Abrahamson said: “we want to 
tackle the threat to Israel right across 
Syrian border, because we think 
that your ideas for tackling that 
threat will help not only the Middle 
Eastern theatre but can be applied to 
Europe." It could also help the U.S. 

In some, but not all, cases. Abra¬ 
hamson said, countering short-range 
low-flying missiles is easier than cop¬ 
ing with the fast, high-altitude inter¬ 
continental ballistic missiles. 

Some of the technology developed 
for Star Wars programme will be 
placed in space, be said, hut it is “a 
false impression that it will all, some¬ 
day, be in space:” Surveillance sys¬ 
tems will be located in space, as will 
some of tbe dements the U.S. will 
use to strike at the enemy's ICBMs 
after they are launched. But more 
money is beiDg spent on research for 



James Abrahamson fBrutmarm) 

projects "on the ground,” Abra¬ 
hamson stressed. 

Thus the Israeli contribution 
could be in spheres that directly 
contribute to its own security. 

The Israeli scientific community - 


including Israel Aircraft Industries. 
Rafael, the nuclear establishment 
and rhe Technion - have already 
come up with “some very good and 
advanced ideas." Abrahamson said. 

Twelve Israeli proposals are of 
‘Very great interest to us," Abra¬ 
hamson said without disclosing what 
they were. However, he did say he 
was particularly interested in ideas 
on improving rail guns. 

A rail gun accelerates a projectile 
on an electrical field, as opposed to 
the gun power or compressed gas 
used in ordinary weapons. As a 
result, tbe projectile shoots out at a 
higher speed. A small projectile 
flying at high speed could prove 
more deadly than a bigger, but slow¬ 
er. one. 

Abrahamson said Israel had 
already presented an “absolutely un¬ 
ique idea in rail guns that produces 
tremendous power.” Developing 
that idea could have wide-ranging 
effects, he said, noting that rail guns 
could be mounted on tanks. 


He said Israel could also contri¬ 
bute in the fields of electronics, 
electronic countermeasures, lasers 
and holography. 

In the past six months, the U.S. 
and Israel have discussed Star Wars 
projects without coming to an over¬ 
all agreement on the programme. In 
coni mu. Britain has concluded a 
memorandum of understanding with 
the U .S. on the matter. 

“I don't believe we know yet some 
of the Israeli officials’ final judge¬ 
ment on whether there should be a 
memorandum of understanding or 
what kind of format there should be 
for the contacts. But we're not wait¬ 
ing for that." he told the defence 
reporters. 

No contracts, however, will be 
concluded during this visit. 

Abrahamson said that he has a 
budget of S2.7b. for fiscal 1986 and 
that'he hopes for S4.Sb. next year. 
Because the U.S. aims to encourage 
competition in the programme, it 
will take time to conclude contracts. 


Herzog: Kahane desecrates the names of IDF dead 


. By JOEL REBIBO 

President Chaim Herzog, speak- 

^ S j t0 J h,gh " sch001 P“P i,s during a 
study day on democracy yesterday 
tashed out against Meir Kahane, 
describing him as **a man who, dur¬ 
ing all of Israel’s wars, when IDF 
soldiers - includine minorities - gave 
their lives, preferred to live in com¬ 
fort m exile.” 

“Now he desecrates their names 
by calling IDF commanders assimi- 
lationists and traitors.” Herzog de¬ 
clared. 

Herzog termed last weeks Kach 
convention in Binyenei Ha'uma an 
embarrassing spectacle. 

“We have ail heard his denigrat¬ 
ing, slanderous words against the 
citizens of the state and against the 
president of the state. I can forgive 
attacks on my own honour, but not 
attacks on the presidency,” Hetzog 
said, calling for legislation a a re¬ 


sponse to anti-democratic forces. 

The president urged the 11th and 
I2th graders to defend democracy 
even before they enter the army. 
“You must not allow those who 
threaten democracy in Israel to go 
unchallenged,” he said. 

Kahane, barred by security guards 
from entering the hall, stood outside 
and distributed pamphlets to a small 
group of pupils. 

Tile hall was filled to capacity, 
though fears that it would be half 
empty had almost caused the can¬ 
cellation of the study day. held on 
the third anniversary of the murder 
of Peace Now activist Emil Grunz- 
weig. 

But Herzog indicated he was will¬ 
ing to participate even with a small 
turnout. 

Organizers criticized Orthodox 
high schools for refusing to partici¬ 
pate. ’They offered a variety of 
reasons for not coining,” Shlomit 


Cana'un of the Emil Grunzweig 
Foundation told The Jerusalem Post. 
They mentioned the impending 
teacher's strike and upcoming matri¬ 
culation exams, the lateness of the 
invitation.” 

Cana'an conceded, however, that 
of the 30 state-secular high schools 
she contacted on Sunday, only four 
said they were coming. A massive 
telephone campaign by the director- 
general's office in the Education 
Ministry was responsible for the 
large turnout. 

One principal who refused to send 
his pupils. Rabbi Gideon Langman. 
explained that, because of the 
teachers' strike, his pupils needed 
the time in class; also he opposed the 
mix of democracy and Emil Grunz¬ 
weig. who was assassinated during a 
1983 demonstration calling for the 
resignation of then defence minister 
Ariel Sharon. 

“We completely support themes 


of democracy and are happy to have 
our pupils share events with secular 
pupils.” Langman told The Jeru¬ 
salem Post. “But I don't think it is 
appropriate to mix Grunzweig and 
democracy." 

Yonaian Mervis. the assistant 
principal of Pclech. did send his 
pupils, even though he also had 
reservations. 

“The name Grunzweig is loaded 
with political connotations, but after 
1 ascertained that the meeting had 
the president's blessing and would 
not be political, we had no hesitation 
in sending our kids.” he said. 

Religious Education Division 
assistant-director Matti Dagan said 
his office had been on the phone to 
encourage pupils to attend. 

“We do not identity with what 
Grunzweig symbolizes but we 
oppose murder, and the subject of 
democracy is important to us,” he 
said. 


Doctor sues fellow doctor who called him ‘uninformed’ 


By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Environmentalist Dr. Jerry Wes- 
tin is suing the editor of the Israel 
Medical Association journal for libel 
after an exchange of letters in a 
newspaper over the dangers of 
smoking. 

Westin. a former director of the 
Health Ministry's food division who 
is known for his warning about carci¬ 


nogens in consumer products, is 
seeking NISI5,000 in damages from 
Dr. Ya'acov Rotem, editor of the 
bi-weekly medical journal Hare- 
fuah. The case begins in Tel Aviv 
District Court on March 3. 

The dispute began with a letter to 
Haaretz, in which Westin com¬ 
plained about ministers smoking 
cigarettes during cabinet meetings. 


Rotem. a pediatrician at Sheba Hos¬ 
pital in Tel Hashomer. wrote to the 
paper in response, saying that Wes¬ 
tin ‘‘didn't know what he was talking 
about.*' in explaining the dangers of 
smoking. 

Rotem is being represented in 
court by Yehoshua Rotenstreich, 
president of the Press Council. 

Westin told The Jerusalem Post he 
is planning to present 70 different 


sources to prove the claims he made 
in his letter. 

Rotem declined to comment on 
the case, except lo say that “no libel 
was involved” and that he, too, was 
strongly opposed to smoking any¬ 
where, including cabinet meetings. 
His letter, he maintained, only pro¬ 
tested against Westin's tactics. “You 
have to know how to sell the idea to 
the public." Rotem said. 


Benefits for 
new immigrants to 
increase in weeks 

By JOEL REBIBO 

Calling the Tate of return by West¬ 
ern immigrants “frightening, "Ab¬ 
sorption Minister Ya'acov Tsur 
yesterday announced a series of me¬ 
asures aimed at increasing and pro¬ 
tecting new immigrant beneGis. 

“In recent years these benefits 
have eroded and in some cases im¬ 
migrants receive less than Israelis." 
Tsur told reporters. 

Tsur said he wants legislation 
enacted to protect housing, educa¬ 
tion and ulpan rights for immigrants 
and has convened a special panel 
that will begin drafting an Immigrant 
Law next week. Some of the mea¬ 
sures that he said will be in force 
“within weeks” are: 

□ Families will receive mortgages of 
$*W.000-50.U00 for apartments of 85 
square metres or less. 

□ Singles will receive mortgages of 
S19.000. 

□ Immigrants who are studying in 
ulpan or work-training courses will 
be eligible to receive the same 
guaranteed income as Israelis. The 
payments will be made by the 
Absorption Ministry, but will be 
linked to National insurance Insti¬ 
tute payments (currently about NTS 
300 a month). 

□ Prospective immigrants will for 
the first time be able to receive their 
mortgages while still living abroad in 
order to purchase an apartment be¬ 
fore their arrival. 



A volunteer model parades the latest in Orthodox women's fashions in 
Ramot yesterday, as part of Emunah Week in Jerusalem. Emunah - 
the National Religious Women's Movement - is holding a concert, a 
dav of sales and discussions on women's status in Jerusalem, where it 
has tbe largest of its 100 branches. (Eiiahu Harati) 


Man denies having sex 
with underage girl 

TEL AVTV (IT1M). - Yosef Levy. 
48, accused of having sexual rela¬ 
tions with a 13-year-old girl he met 
through a newspaper ad. yesterday 
denied most of the charges against 
him in the Tel Aviv District Court. 

Levy is accused of lying about his 
age when he responded to an ad 
placed in Maariv L'Noar by the girl 
two years ago, and of later seducing 
her. 

Yesterday. Levy's lawyer, Lidos- 
ky. said it was true that his client 
knew the girl, but added that he had 
not tried to form a friendship with 
her; also Levy had not been in such 
frequent contact with her. 

Stolen briefs 

TEL AVIV (Itun). - A local man 
was arrested here yesterday for 
being in possession of 2.000 pairs of 
underpants which police believe 
were stolen. 

The briefs, in various colours and 
sizes, were neatly stacked in card¬ 
board boxes. 


IB A has ‘no obligation 
to foster racism’ 

Lawyers for the state, responding 
to a complaint made by the Kach 
Movement, told the Supreme Court 
in Jerusalem yesterday that the 
Broadcasting Authority has no 
obligation to foster racism. 

“The Broadcasting Authority is 
preventing the exploitation of radio 
and television for the inritemeiii of 
vicious racism, the preaching of 
hatred between different sectors of 
the population, and the dissemina¬ 
tion of Kach propoganda,” the state 
said. 

Kadi is accusing die Broadcasting 
Authority of banning news items on 
the movement and its ideology. 
(Itim). 

Grenades found in Galilee 

TIBERIAS (Itim). - Three hand 
grenades were discovered in an emp¬ 
ty bus station at the Golani junction 
in Lower Galilee. They were re¬ 
moved by police, who said the gre¬ 
nades had not been boobytrapped. 


Koenig hits at ‘permissive policies’ 
towards illegal Arab building 


itgoing Northern District Rep- 
itative Yisrael Koenig said 
rday that the courts have issued 
y 100 demolition orders for un- 
sed buildings put up in Galilee 
jin highway intersections or on 
c land. Koenig resigned last 
h. reportedly because of the 
e on demolitions of unlicensed 
lings. 

e police. Koenig told the Knes- 
iterior Committee, were reluo- 
to carry out administrative 
rs to halt construction, even 
gh they could statutorily do so, 
y because they were short- 
■d and partly because of the 
on which would ensue, 
tenigsajd that after a committee 
rectors-general had been set up 
itly, with all court demolition 
rs frozen until it submits recom- 
iations to the cabinet, the police 
ent 29 files on demolitions back 


of pirate networks would be subject 
to a NTS 1.5 million fine and three 
years’ imprisonment. 

Knesset panel scores 
Tel Aviv city council 
Tel Aviv City Council's apparent 
boycott of the Knesset's Interior 
Committee yesterday prompted the 
committee to threaten that it may 
seek subpoena powers. 


KNESSET 

NEWS 


Post Knesset Staff 


:s$ Interior Ministry officials 
iolice protection, Koenig ex- 
1, they ca nnot send workers to 
sh unlicensed buildings, 
i described Koenig as “eva- 
rid irritable" when be was 
about reports of political in¬ 
ion on demolition orders, 
low the sort of gossip people 
eading about me.” he said, 
know what I personally think 
those who make use of such 

told MK Abdul Wahab 
she / Alignment) that until ab- 
ee years ago building viola¬ 
the Arab sector had declined 
ically. but they bad risen re- 
‘because of tbe current per- 
atmosphere which it is dim- 
rounter." 

lack cable TV 
Knesset Economic committee 
»d its nose at the government 
lay, and approved a private 
t's bill forcable TV, despite a 
that it wait for gpvemment 

unit tee chairman Eiiahu 
said the government bad 

ageing its feet on the issue for 
.That inaction had enabled 
1 elements to enter the cable 
Id and profit from aja^y- 
ountrv needs T7 

ks run bv reliable firms, 

3 ve so far been unable to get 

i." he said- . . _. 

er said tbe various ministries 
at agree on who would con¬ 
ic TV. Extending the propos¬ 
er Shitrii (Ukud).lhe^m- 
L readied for first reading in 

public council for C f b ! e V. 
inn six members ®fj^p u 

five government representa 
he council would offer con- 
to networks, area by area, 
basis of an open tender, 
out the country. Operators 


If Tel Aviv does not send a repre¬ 
sentative to the next committee 
meeting called to discuss tbe demoli¬ 
tion of untieeased building in tbe 
Kfar Shalem quarter, the committee 
will seek the Knesset plenum's au¬ 
thority to constitute itself a commis¬ 
sion of inquiry. 

Alignment MK Dov Ben-Meir, 
who is also a deputy mayor of Tel 
Aviv, answering criticism that his 
council’s behaviour undermined the 
Knesset's status, and that it did not 
care for the welfare of Kfar Shalom 
residents, said those who wanted to 
move to proper housing could not do 
so because the Housing Ministry was 
breaking its commitments. “711 try 
to get a .council representative here 
for next week's meeting,’' Ben-Meir 
promised. 

Zecbaria Hiram, chairman of tbe 
Kfar Sbalem neighbourhood com¬ 
mittee, urged the council to hold up 
all law suits and demolition orders in 
the area and to be more flexible 
about building permits. 

Lynn, Virshubsky urge: ‘Give 
back the public’s money’ 

A coalition MK and an opposition 
MK collaborated yesterday on a pri¬ 
vate member’s bill that would pass 
on to the public the profits tbe gov-, 
eminent reaped by buying ofl cheap 
and selling it dear. 

Uriel Lynn (Likud) and Mor- 
dechai Viishubski argue that the 
tens of millions of dollars the govern¬ 
ment has earned at the expense of 
the public are a form of taxation 

lacking any legal basis. 

The latest reduction in fuel prices 
to the consumer still does not reflect 
the real fell in world prices, or the 
government’s real outlay in buying 
tbe fuel, they noted. This discrepan¬ 
cy would increase through the year, 
they wrote. 

The profits belong to the public, 
Lynn and Viishubski wrote, and the 
public should get them back, either 
as a road building fund, or as a fund 
to hold down any future fuel price 
rises. 


Ministry watching 
private doctors fees 

Doctors who have illegally raised 
their fees for private patients may 
bave to be investigated and brought 
to trial. Health Minister Mordechai 
Gut said yesterday. 

Replying to an urgent parliamen¬ 
tary question by Ora Namir (Align¬ 
ment), Gut agreed that cuts in hos¬ 
pital services have driven more pa¬ 
tients to private doctors and that 
some doctors were exploiting the 
situation and raising fees. 

Gut reported that the Medical 
Association felt that its appeal had 
been useless and that controls were 
tbe only answer. 

Nissim won’t nominate 
politician as attorney general 

Yitzhak Zamir's successor as 
attorney general will not be any 
person now in politics, Justice Minis¬ 
ter Moshe Nissim said yesterday. 

Nissim was replying to motions for 
the agenda by Ora Namir (Align¬ 
ment), Yossi Sarid (Citizen z Rights 
Movement), and Benny Shalita 
(Likud-Liberals). 

Namir and Sarid charged Nissim 
with not having backed Zamir suffi¬ 
ciently against attacks from tbe 
nationalist camp. Namir said that 
Zamir's successor should not be a 
Justice Minis try employee but a top- 
rank academic. 

Shalita urged Nissim not to seek a 
neutral, colourless “consensus 
candidate.” A person without a defi¬ 
nite outlook in life has something 
wrong with him, Shalita said. 

Nissim replied that there was 
something to the argument that tbe 
attorney general's powers were “not 
in keeping with the Israeli constitu¬ 
tional conception.” But be did not 
drink that this was the time to change 
the attorney general’s status, author¬ 
ity, or independence. 

He said he had always backed 
Zamir to the hilt, even when he had 
disagreed with him. 

Move to cut funds 
to parties fails 

Mordechai Virshubski (Shimri) 
mustered only the vote of Gershon 
Shafat (Tehtya) and that of his Shi- 
nui colleague Zaidan Atshe for his 
motion for the agenda calling for a 
reduction m the amount of party 
financing. 

Government pensions 

Tbe government has withdrawn its 
bill granting a pension to the survi¬ 
vors of government employees who 
died after serving three years, speak¬ 
er Shlomo HiHei informed the Knes¬ 
set this week. The bill, which would 
have been retroactive to April 19S2, 
passed its first reading last July. It 
was an amendment to the law requir¬ 
ing five years' service for entitlement 
to such a pension. 
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Philippine president snubbed by the west 

U.S. Senate calls election fraudulent 


WASHINGTON. - The U.S. Sen¬ 
ate overwhelmingly declared yester- 
daj that the Philippine presidential 
elections had been “marked by such 
widespread fraud that they cannot 
be considered a fair reflection of the 
will of the people of the Philip¬ 


pines. 

The 85-9 vote on the non-binding 
resolution came shortly alter Demo¬ 
cratic leader Robert Byrd asked 
President Ronald Reagan to perso¬ 
nally convey to Philippine President 
Ferdinand Marcos American con¬ 
cerns over fraud in the February 7 
election. 

"The president himself... should 
get on the telephone and find some 
way to make a direct contact with 
Marcos." Byrd told reporters. 

The resolution says the balloting 
"was plagued by widespread fraud 
on all levels." It adds that “Amer¬ 
ica’s interests are best served in the 
Philippines by a government which 
has a popular mandate.” 

But the final draft was not as 
critical of the election as an earlier 
version, which flatly declared the 
election was fraudulent. 

On Tuesday. Senator James Sas¬ 


ser introduced a bill calling for an 
immediate halt to U.S. aid to the 
Philippines. 

Yesterday Defence Secretary Cas- 
par Weinberger appealed to Con¬ 
gress for continued military aid to 
the Philippines, even though he’ said 
the presidential election there was 
marred by fraud and violence. 

He said diminished military aid 
would only benefit the Communist- 
led New People's Army and “that is 
an outcome which we cannot sup¬ 
port.” 

In the Philippines: opposition 
leader Corazon Aquino took her 
crusade against President Marcos to 
the countryside yesterday, drawing 
tens of thousands of people to a rally 
where she announced her intention 
to expand an anti-government 
boycott. 

Twelve day’s after she officially 
lost a disputed election. Aquino still 
was able to attract a huge crowd, 
which cheered when she warned 
Marcos to heed the fate of ousted 
Haitian dictator Jean-Claude Duva- 
lier and cede power to her. 

In Manila, the president was be¬ 
coming increasingly isolated from 


the international community. 

Malacanang. the presidential 
palace, said he had received only one 
message ofeungratulaiion-from the 
Soviet Union. Spain and West Ger¬ 
many recalled their ambassadors 
“for consultations" while the British 
and Australian embassies and the 
Dutch, on behalf of the European 
Community, expressed concern .at 
reports of poll fraud and violence. 

Marcos himself said yesterday he 
will use his powers “to the limit" to 
prevent disturbances in a civil dis¬ 
obedience campaign his opponents 
have called. 

The announcement did not specify 
the powers to which the president 
referred. Marcos said repeatedly 
during the election campaign that he 
would proclaim martial law again 
only if Communist guerrillas attack¬ 
ed big cities and there was massive 
fighting in the streets. 

In a related development. Marcos 
accused the Philippines' western 
allies of meddling in the country’s 
internal affairs but praised and 
thanked the Soviet Union for “its 
position against interventionism" 

(AP. Reuter) 


Thousands oT anti-government demonstrators on Tuesday staged a 
play in Manila's Central Park to protest alleged “interference” by 
special U.S. presidential envoy Philip Habib in Philippine politics. 

(AFP telephoto! 


Iran reports advance 
in Gulf war continues 


BAHREIN (Reuter). - Iran said 

yesterday its troop's were continuing 
their westward advance into south¬ 
ern Iraq as Iraqi warplanes, 
grounded by bad weather on Tues¬ 
day. resumed intensive air strikes 
aimed at stemming Iran's 10-day-old 
offensive. 

With its army making little head¬ 
way against Iranian troops holding 
the area of the Faw peninsula in the 
south. Baghdad said its planes were 
hammering Iranian supply lines and 
equipment dumps in a bid to hamper 
reinforcement of forward Iranian 
positions. 

Iraqi jets also hit an Iranian naval 
base in the northern gulf and oil 
installations at Ganaveh. opposite 
Kharg Island on Iran's gulf coast. 
Iraqi military communiques said. 

Teheran radio said Iranian troops 
advanced further towards an Iraqi 
naval base at Umm Qasr on the 
Kuwait border overnight. 

Iran says its westward thrust from 
the disused Iraqi oil port of Faw at 
the mouth of the Shatt al-Arab 


waterway has cut Iraq off from the 
sea and bottled up its navy at Umm 
Qasr. 

But Iraq yesterday denied its navy- 
had been neutralized, saying it was 
in full control of the northern gulf. 

Western intelligence satellite sur¬ 
veillance has suggested a big Iranian 
troop buildup east of the-marshes 
and diplomats have speculated Iran 
may be planning to open a second 
front in an apparent drive to isolate 
Basra from the north. 

But military analysts say Teheran 
will face major problems keeping its 
supply lines in the far south open, 
and may not have the resources for a 
major second offensive. 

The U.N. Security Council was to 
meet again to discuss the escalation 
of the war. now in its sixth year. 

Iran refused to attend Tuesday's 
session of the council unless it first 
condemned Iraq as the aggressor in 
the war. It also insisted that the 
council should condemn alleged Ira¬ 
qi use of chemical weapons in the 
latest fighting, a charge Iraq has 
denied. 


Soviet forces get 
new fighter planes 
in East Germany 


Western U.S. hit by 8 days of storms 


NEW YORK (AP). - The fifth 
powerful storm in an eight-day bar¬ 
rage that has left at least 10 people 
dead, pounded the Western U.S. 
yesterday as more than 10.000 peo¬ 
ple remained out of homes invaded 
by floodwaters. landslides and ava¬ 
lanches. 

“There's no town left,” said Guer- 
neville. California resident Beatrice 
Wood, who was evacuated by U.S. 
navy helicopter. 

People in western Nevada and 
across much oF Northern and Cen¬ 
tral California, where sporadic loot¬ 
ing was reported on Tuesday, were 
told to brace for possible flash floods 
yesterday. 

States of emergency have been 
declared in three California coun¬ 
ties. four in Nevada and one in Utah. 


At least 10 people were killed and 
four missing since the Pacific storms 
began Feb. H. 

Meanwhile., in the northeastern 
state of Massachusetts, thousands jft 
residents waited for power to return 
yesterday, while utility crews work¬ 
ed around the clock to repair power 
lines weighted down by ice and fall¬ 
ing tree limbs. 

In Tokyo the biggest snowstorm to 
hit the city in two years left nearly 
180 people injured in falls or traffic 
accidents on slippery streets and 
sidewalds yesterday, and forced can¬ 
cellations or delays in train and plane 
operations, inconveniencing some 
400,000 people. _ 

The snow began on Tuesday after¬ 
noon and continued until yesterdav 


PARIS. - The last members of the 
entourage of ousted Haitian dictator 
Jean-Claude Duvalier have slipped 
away from his lakeside hotel, leaving 
the former president-for-life alone 
with Jus, wife and- four .children and* 
} still now here tO'gd. - - - J- 

French officials, who originally set 
an eight-day deadline on Duvalier’s 
stay, confirmed yesterday that no 
country had yet agreed to take him 
off France's hands. 


morning. 


SA quiet after Alexandria rioting 


JOHANNESBURG (AP). - Bishop 
Desmond Tutu pleaded with a crowd 
of thousands not to riot after three 
days of disturbances in Alexandra, 
and the black township was quiet 
yesterday. 

Police refused to confirm resi¬ 
dents' allegations that policemen 
and soldiers breaking their way into 
Alexandra homes af about 2 in the 
morning hauled away hundreds of 
black activists. 

On Tuesday. Tutu quelled an 


angry crowd, and the government 
admitted in parliament that the offi¬ 
cial death count in the uprising was 
19. 

Alexandra has been in the head¬ 
lines since Saturday when bitter riot¬ 
ing began after a funeral for two 
Azapo members. 

There were no new deaths re¬ 
ported from around the nation 
yesterday, though police said iso¬ 
lated outbreaks of violence emerged 
in eight black communities. 


EAST BERLIN (Reuter). - Soviet 
frontline forces in East Germany are 
being equipped with new high- 
performance MiG 29 fighter planes 
capable of intercepting low-flying 
enemy aircraft, western diplomatic 
sources said yesterday. 

They said 23 MiG 29s had been 
deployed since early January at a 
Soviet airfield at Wittstock. near the 
northern East German city of Neub- 
randenburg. 

The Soviet Union's 380.000 troops 
in East Germany constitutes the 
country's best equipped force, 
deemed in Moscow as capable of 
matching any Nato army. 

The active introduction of the air- 1 
craft appears to be a response to new 
Nato strategy aimed at coping with 
anv Warsaw Pact advance. 


Duvalier left alone 
with family; 
assets in Haiti 
are confiscated 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP). - Thirty-two farmers and six soldiers died 
yesterday in a landmine ambush hv Tamil separatist guerrillas in the eastern 
district of Trincomalee. 

A Defence Ministry spokesman said the attack was the worst in recent 
weeks. 

; Meanwhile, police said rebels appeared to be Irvine to move arms and 
Urxptosivcs out oUhtxtroubled north to Colombo. Police said they found a 
jjiug^amount of explosives and grenades concealed in a truck. 63 kilometres 
northwest of Colombo. 


In Haiti, the new niters yesterday 
nationalized Duvalier's assets and 
appealed for calm as panic gripped 
the capital on Tuesday night over 
fears that his tormer henchmen 
would resume their reign of terror. 

The new govemement said all of 
Duvalier's goods were now The in¬ 
alienable property of the state." 

There was no mention of Duva- 
lier's assets abroad. Most of his repu¬ 
ted $51X1 million fortune is said to 
have been secreted out of the coun¬ 
try during the 28 years he and his 
father before hint were in power. 

The government moved to stem 
the panic which swept the capital 
after false rumours (hat Duvalier 
had left France. It was feared this 
would lead to retaliation by the dis¬ 
solved Duvalier militia and shops 
were closed and schools were 
emptied in Port-au-Prince. A radio 
station reported that two school chil¬ 
dren were killed at a school. 

(Reuter. AFP) 


East German No.3 in Bonn to ‘improve ties’ 


BONN (AP). - Horst Sindermann, 
the president of Communist East 
Germany's parliament, arrived here 
yesterday and said his aim was to 
improve bilateral relations. 

Sindermann. 70. the highest- 
ranking official of his country to visit 
Bonn, said the communists in East 
Germany's Volkskammer (parlia¬ 
ment) do have differences of opin¬ 
ion. but they resolve them out of the 
public's eye. 

The no. 3 official in the East Ger¬ 
man government made the com¬ 


ments as he was being shown the 
empty chamber of the Bundestag, or 
lower house of parliament, which 
was not in session at the time. 


Asked by Bundestag Vice Presi¬ 
dent Heinz Westphal. who was 
showing Sindermann around the 
building, why all the votes in the 
Volkskammer are unanimous, Sin- 
demiann replied; “Of course there 
are differences of opinion. But that’s 
all cleared up in committee ahead of 
time, before the vote in the cham¬ 
ber.” 



Hans-Jochcn Vogel, chairman of 
the Social Democrats' faction in par¬ 
liament. met Sindermann at the air¬ 


port. where the East German told 
reporters he was seeking belter rela¬ 
tions between East Germany and 
West Germany. 

Sindermann’s trip comes amid 
continuing suspense over whether 
Erich Honecker, East Germany's 
aging leader, will visit West Ger¬ 
many and his childhood home in 
Saarland state. He cancelled a trip in 
1984. apparently under pressure 
from Moscow. 

Both Germanys have been trying 
to improve strained relations over 
the past two years, and visits, by 
senior officials serve to bridge the 
gap between the two countries in 
rival alliances. 


FOREIGN NEWS IN BRIEF 


Reagan asks for $100m. in aid to Contra rebels 


WASHINGTON 1 AFP). - U.S. President Ronald Reagan asked congress on 
Tuesday to vote $100 million worth of aid to rebels fighting Nicaragua's leftist 
government. 

He sought $70 million in military aid. to be distributed “clandestinely" at 
his discretion, plus $30m. in “humanitarian" aid for the U.S.-backed 
insurgents known as Contras. 

Reagan said the Contras needed more than mosquito netting to fight back 
against what he described as attacks by helicopters piloted bv Cubans. 


Four men arrested in huge Chilean train crash 


SANTIAGO. Chile (AP). - Police arrested a stationmaster and three 
dispatchers who sent two trainloads of summer vacationers into the head-on 
collision that claimed 69 lives in Chile's worst rail disaster, authorities said 
yesterday. 

Health Minister/ Winston Chinchon said the death toll could reach 100 as 
soldiers, police and volunteer firefighters yesterday continued cutting with 
blowtorches into the twisted wreckage in search of trapped victims. 

The crash occurred Monday evening in a \ alley of Chile's Pacific Coastal 
Mountain Range. 140 kilometres northwest of Santiago. Two-way rail traffic 
there had been reduced to one track since leftist guerrillas bombed a rail 
bridge in late 1984. 

More than 600 p:issengers. some standing, were aboard the ill-fated trains 
as they were dispatched at du-k nhtn the vjine winding track from different 
stations. 


36 killed inSri Lanka guerrilla ambush 


‘Rambo’ banned by Indian film censors 


BOMBAY. India (AP). - India has banned the hit U.S. movie “Rambo " 
because of the violent film's anti-Soviet and anri-Vietnamese content. 

Anna Dani. regional officer ol the censor board, said the primary reason 
for banning the film was its anti-Soviet propaganda. The Soviet villains in the 
film torture and torment the American hem. 

“Ir could lead to straining of friendly relations with a foreign state." she 
said. The film portrays the larger-than-life exploits of a character played by 
Sylvester Stallone on a missmn to rescue U.S. prisoners of war missing in 
Vietnam. 


Jakarta bans dogmeat after 36 rabies deaths 


JAKARTA (Reuter). - Jakarta authorities are clamping down on dogmeat 
butchers and restaurants because rabies has killed 36 people across Indone¬ 
sia. a city official said yesterday. 

Onni Saaroni. director of Jakarta's animal husbandry office told Reuters 
that officials were trying to stump out the butchering of dogs and the sale of 
dogmeat. 

Trade in dogmeat is illegal but the director of Jakarta's animal husbandry 
office said the city had turned a blind eye until a rabies outbreak last vea.r. 
About UKi Jogs are slaughtered every day m Jakarta and 160 city restaurants 
offer dogmeat on their menus, he added. 


Second radio-active leak at British plant 


LONDON (AFP). - A radioactive leak has occurred at the nuclear 
reprocessing plant at Scllatlcld for the second time in a fortnight. British 
Nuclear Fuels (BNFL) announced yesterday. 

The firm said a cracked pipe carrying low level radioactive liquid had 
increased the level of radioactivity in the immediate surroundings. 

“Initial assessments show lha( exposure of personnel is not considered 
serious, but further investigations are being carried out." BNFL said. Early 
this week BNFL said I! of its workers had been contaminated on February 5. 
w’hen plutonium nitrate was leaked. 


Great-grandmother becomes stripper 


LONDON (AP). - A 76-year-old great-grandmother, bored with card games 
and tea parties at the local senior citizens centre, has decided to take up 
stripping. 

Lii Kiley. a former puh manager, performed at a senior citizens’ St. 
Valentine's disco dance last Saturday near her home in the London suburb of 
Wallington 

“I've never seen the men so enthusiastic." she said. “I only do it for a bit of 
a laugh - I've always been one for a bit of fun." 

Mrs. Kiley. who has nine grandchildren and four great-grandchildren, 
made her debut at the senior citizens' Christmas party - first shedding her 
evening gown and fur stole, then a red babv-doll nightie and finally her 
undies. 


URGENT FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

AND ALL OTHER 
TYPES OF ADS FOR 
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Costly Stealth plane focus of Congress debate 


TEL. 239952 , 248518 


By TIM AHERN 

WASHINGTON (AP). - A super-secret plane 
which doesn't exist vet will likely be ihe focus of an 
increasingly intense debate, as Congress scruti¬ 
nizes defence spending to cut federal deficits. 

The advanced technology bomber, called 
“Stealth" because of its ability to escape radar 
detection, has cost hundreds of millions of dollars 
since plans for its development were first revealed 
in 1980. 

Now. with Northrop Corp. apparently prepar¬ 
ing to build a full-sized prototype. Congress is 
demanding that the Defence Department provide 
more information about what may turn uui to be 
the Pentagon's most expensive weapon. 

“This year and next year are critical for 
Stealth." said Representative Les Aspin. 

Aspin. a supporter of the plane, says studies 
"show that it is performing very well. but it'sall on 
paper so far. There's no prototype yet. but they're 
getting pretty dose." 

The Pentagon has released scant information on 


Stealth, even to members of Congress who have 
security clearances to see top-secret material. 

“The Pentagon has been very uncooperative in 
providing us with basic information." said angry 
Representative Michael Synar. “We need a good 
assessment of a system that might cost up t«» $75 
billion." 

The current Pentagon budget includes money 
for the last 48 of a planned force of 100 B-l 
bombers. Those planes, along with Stealth, are 
planned as a replacement for the aging fleet of 
B-5 2s. 

The air forte and Northrop have used radar¬ 
absorbing materials and advanced quieting techni¬ 
ques to try to achieve their goal of reducing the 
plane's radar “signature" that would be seen by 
Soviet tracking systems, according to informed 
sources. 

But it is the plane's shape which has caused the 
most comment. Reportedly, the type most 
favoured is a “flying wine." which apparently 
looks something like the famous plane developed 


by Northrop in the 1940s in an ill-fated program¬ 
me that was ended after a crash killed five 
crewmen during a test flight. 

While Pentagon officials won’t comment on the 
plane's configuration. Sen. Barry Goldwater. 
chairman of the Senate Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee. last year publicly confirmed that the giant 
wring was the favoured approach. 

"That configuration would be the best way. on 
paper, to reduce a plane's radar "signature" 
because it would reduce the number of sharp 
angles that reflect radar waves back to tracking 
stations. 

Since Radar signatures are measured head-on. 
hiding the engines in jiid behind the wing would 
theoretically mask (hem from detection by radar. 
By contrast, the engine pods hanging down from 
under a B-52‘s wings are relatively easier to spot. 

The air force reportedly plans to build a fleet of 
132 Stealth bombers at a cost of $500 million to 
$600 million each. That would be a total cost of 
Sb6 billion to $79 billion. 


Maccabi must beat Real today 

. ai oni’nK in the opener 


By DON GOULD 
Tonight's classic basketball match 
in Madrid between two long-time 
rivals in the European Cup. Maccabi 
Tel Aviv and Real Madrid, promises 
to be slightly different from the fine 
game in Derember at Yad Eliyahu, 
which the Spaniards won 102-93. 

Then the two clubs were playing 
only their second game in the 10- 
game final pool. Now they are three- 
quarters the way through the com¬ 
petition. and both dubs know that 
thev cannot afford a single false step 
if they want to reach the April final. 

In the opening encounter, Maeca- 
bi were without Lee Johnson, while 
Real didn't have their strong centre. 
Fernando Martin. Both are now fit 
and ready to square off against one 
another in tonight's game. 

Maccabi probably missed Johnson 
more than die Spaniards felt the loss 
of Martin, because Real have better 
bench strength. At full strength. 
Real’s Wayne Robinson, who scored 


a career-best 42 points in the opener, 
can expect to be contained rather 
more effectively, while, with the 
extra burden off his shoulders. 
Keven Magee should be able to 
provide another total super-game. 

Maccabi thus look to be m a 
position to chalk up their first ever 
victory over Real on Spanish soil. 

There is live Israeli TV coverage, 
beginning at 8.30. 

The expected line ups with vest 
numbers.* ages and heights of the 
players:- 
REAL 

4 Wayne Robinson. 27. 2.85; 5 /UfonstvDej 
Corral. 29.1.92s 6 Fernando Romay. 26.2.13:7 
Jose Blriukov. 22. 1.94; 8 Union Townes, 25, 
2 _tt 3 : |0 Fernando Marlin. 23, 2.03: 11 Jnan 
Antonio Corbalan. 31 AM: 12 Rafrd Rattan, 
33.2.07; 14 Joan Manuel Itnrriapa. 26,1.96:15 
Anumlo Martin. 29.2.08. 

MACCABI „ . 

4 Howard LassoiT. 30. IJVh 6 Ido Sletnberger. 
19. 1.84: 7 Mottle Aroesli, 32, 1.88:'8 Koriyr 
Nelson, 27.2418:9 Mickey Berkowftz. 32, LW; 
18RonStretchmanB. 19,1.95: It Cben Lippis, 
19. 1.84: 12 Dona Jaatchee. 24. 1.97:13 Kevin 
Magee. 26.2.02; 14 LtorAnfiti. 18.1.92:15 Lee 
Johnson. 28.2.09. 


Marshall breaks Gatling’s nose 

against fast bowler Malcolm Mar¬ 
shall and was hit in the face. He 
staggered to the ground, blood 
streaming from his nose, was led 


KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP). - The 
West Indies, stronger in every de- 
parment, comfortably beat England 
by six wickets with 2.1 overs to spare 
in the first cricket one-dav interna¬ 
tional here on Tuesday. 

England’s defeat was compound¬ 
ed by an injury to vice-captain Mike 
Gatting. which will keep him out of 
the first test starting on Friday, and 
by the continuing poor form of their 
captain. David Gower. 

Gatting had his nose broken while 
batting, and Gower was out for a 
duck as England, sent in to bat first 
after West Indies captain Vivian 
Richards won the toss, were limited 
to 145 for eight wickets off 46 overs. 
Goach made 36. Lamb 30 and Willey 
26. Marshall took 4 for 23. 

Gatting missed a hook stroke 


from the field and carried to hospital 
where his nose was put in plaster. 

Team manager Tony Brown said it 
was “a pretty bad break," although 
Gatting was well enough to return to 
the Sabina Park ground later. Brown 
said be wonid not be ready for the 
first of the five Tests series. 

The West Indies were given a 
confident start of 84 for the firsl 
wicket between openers Gordon 
Greenidge. who scored 45. and De¬ 
smond Haynes, with 35. They were 
seldom under pressure in reaching 
the target for four wickets. 

In Colombo, the unofTictal Test ended in a 
lame draw. England B 369 Tor 8 decL and 167 
for 3 (Randall 60n.o.)Sri Lanka 390 for 6 ded. 


Table tennis stars to play here 


By PAUL KOHN 

TEL AVTV. - Forty table tennis 
players from seven countries will 
play in the 7tb Israel Open Cham¬ 
pionships at the Ussishkin Hall here 
next Monday and Tuesday. 

Team events as welt as singles and 
doubles competitions will be con¬ 
tested by men and women. Players 
from Britain, Sweden. Germany., 
Rumania, the U S., Finland will 
compete against local players. Dr. 
Shlomo Kedar, chairman of the 
Israel table tennis association, told a 
press conference yesterdav. Greece 


announced their withdrawal yester¬ 
day because of "financial reasons." 

Israel will be represented by a 
national champion Yosef Bogen. 
Maccabi ah champion Dror Poliak, 
Gil Bracha. Chen Peretz. Shai Pre¬ 
minger and youth champion Ran 
Kynlk. Iris Cami. Eilat Corsia and 
Segal Lev comprise the women’s 
team. 

The international championship is 
sponsored by the Dan Accadia 
hotel, which will accomodate the 25 
visiting players. 


More tennis in crowded calendar 


By JACK LEON 

TEL AVIV. - Yet another new event 
has been added to the tremendously 
crowded 1986 Israel tennis calendar, 
with the introduction next month of 
the first annual Head-Mega national 
circuit for players over the age of 35. 

The series, which starts in Tel 
Aviv in mid-March, will consist ol 
three tournaments held at different 


venues over successive long 
weekends, cumulating in a Masters 
event in early April. Participants will 
be divided’ into into three age 
groups, over-35 , 45 and 55 for men 
and over-35 only for vTomen. There 
are also to be separate competitions 
for national league and second divi¬ 
sion players, those in lower leagues 
and "weekend players." 


SCOREBOARD 


SOCCER. - Liverpool became the Grst team to 
reach the quarter-duals of the F.A. Cap - but 
they seeded two goals In the estra time to down 
Third Division York in tbeir reptav at Airfield. 
Warit, Modbv and Dalpttsh scored for IJver- 
pool, Tony Canium for York. 2nd Division: 
Stoke I. Fulham 0. 

TENNIS. - Helena Sukova. Kathy Rinaldi. 
Steffi Graf and Chris Evert Lloyd are through 
to the semi-finals at Boca Raton. 

NBA. - Phoenix 121), San Antonio 114: Cleve¬ 
land 111, New York 105; Denver 101. Washing¬ 
ton 90; Sacramento I IS, Houston 105. 

NHA. - Kings 5. Nordiques 4; Capitals 5. 
Islanders 4; Whalers 5. Canucks 4; Blues 5. Red 
Wings 6; Flames 7. Brains 4. 


SPORTOTOTIPS 

By PAUL KOHN 

Single Permo- 


Bnei Yehuda i Mac TA 

Line tatroa 
X X2 

Yavuei Hap TA 

2 

2 

Hap Jim v Mac Jaffa 

1 

1 

Hap PT v Hap Haifa 

X 

1X2 

Mac Haifa v Mac PT 

| 


Bembebav Betarjlm 

1 

IX 

Mac Netan\a v K. Sava 

1 

1 

ShinKhon v Sha'arajim 

1 

1 

Hap Hadera v BetarTA 

1 


Marmorek v Betar Nelanya 

2 

2 

Hap Acre v Hap Lod 

X 

IX 

Hap Hoi on v Hakoah 

1 

IX 

Hap R. Oan v R. Hasharon 

1 

1 


Indian finance minister 
scolded publicly by wife 


NEW DELHI (Reuter). - Indian 
Finance Minister V.P. Sing, under 
attack for increases in food prices, 
has heard the harshest criticism for 
his action from his wife. 

Sita Kumari. who appeared in a 
panel discussion on state-owned 
television Tuesday, bluntly told her 
flustered husband the latest price 
rises would force many families like 
hers to cut consumption of essential 
goods. 

“You have raised the price of 
cooking gas by six rupees (50 cents) a 
cylinder, you want us to stop cook¬ 
ing?" she asked. 

The discussion mainly figured 


housewives who told four govern¬ 
ment ministers, including Singh, that 
price rises would break the back of 
an ordinary urban Indian family liv¬ 
ing on an average $120 a month. 

“Do you propose to stop giving 
our children education and nutri¬ 
tious food in the name of planning 
the nation’s future development?"’ 
one of the women asked. 

India's 14 major opposition par¬ 
ties combining a loose alliance of 
extreme leftist and right-wing groups 
have called a one-day general strike 
across most of the country on Febru¬ 
ary 26 to protest against the in¬ 
creases. 


France sends mor warplanes to Chad 


PARIS. - France has reinforced its 
air power in Chad following the 
Libyan bombing raid on the runway 
at N’djamena airport on Monday. 

Defence sources said yesterday 
that six Mirage F-l fighters and four 
Jaguar strike aircraft were now at the 
airport on the outskirts of the Cha¬ 
dian capital. 

About 75U French military per¬ 
sonnel were at N’djamena to operate 
and maintain the aircraft and Cro- 
tale ground-to-air missiles and to 


guard the air base, the sources said. • 

In Washington, the State Depart¬ 
ment said the U.S. Government is 
speeding up deliveries of military 
equipment to Chad and examining 
what additional aid might be urgent¬ 
ly needed. 

Spokesman Bernard Kalb said 
that Washington, while "applauding 
France’s-strong and courageous ac- 
tion to assist Chad in resisting Li¬ 
byan aggression” was examining 
what else might be needed 


Operation TfiHin for Ethiopian Olim 


J ®" s 2. EtWo ? a ? ached lsrael without tfillin. although most of 

contribute mZtolS** PUb,ic to 
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Bifocal Beduin 


THE PAST decade has seen a social 
revolution among the Negev Be¬ 
duin, as they leave their nomadic 
traditions and ways of life and settle 
down in permanent houses. Their 
children are born in hospitals and go 
to school. 

Today, 40 per cent of the Negev's 
60,000 Beduin live in the four 
townships of Tel Sheva. Rahat, 
Kuseifa and Arouar. Dr. Yosef 
Gtnat. Minister-without-Portfolio 
Ezer Weizman's adviser on Arab 
affairs, told me last week that the 
rest of the Beduin would also urba¬ 
nize. if their land claims were set¬ 
tled. 

The Beduin never bothered about 
the actual ownership of anv tract of 
land, since they.considered any graz¬ 
ing area theirs for the duration of the 
grazing season, unless it formally 
belonged to someone who bothered 
to establish his ownership decisively 
- say, at the point of a gun. Govern¬ 
ment ownership seems too esoteric: 
so signs declaring that an area is 
off-limits to them are politely 
ignored as u matter of course. Even 
so, a fifth town is under construction 
and two more are planned. 

A RECENT rumour, which seems 
to be founded on fact, has it that 
Libyan ruler Munmmar Gaddafi 
sent ‘'spies'* to the Negev Beduin to 
see how Israel succeeded in “tam¬ 
ing” its nomads. Libyan nomads are 
not eager to be domesticated and he 
wanted to learn how Israel did it 
without bloodshed or revolution. 

President Chaim Herzog, on a 
visit to Beduin towns in tbe Negev 
last week, reacted to the story, pub¬ 


lished that morning in The Jerusalem 
Post by saying that Gaddafi “didn’t 
have to send spies. Israel is always 
willing to share its know-how freely 
with its neighbours." 

The Beduin. too. are willing to 
share their know-how it seems. 
Ginat told Herzog about the bish’a 
ceremony, which is the Beduin 
equivalent of the polygraph. If. for 
example, a man is accused of a crime 
and thinks he's innocent, he travels 
to Egypt, to the residence of the 
keeper of the flame somewhere in 
the Sinai sands. A pan is placed on a 
fire and. when it becomes red-hot. 
the man must lick it. 

“A while back. Sheikh Sliman 
el-Afinch went to prove his inno¬ 
cence and end a blood feud. Ginat 
explained. “He licked the scalding 
pan three times and everyone knew 
he really was innocent. The sheikh's 
brother, a doctoral student in Ger¬ 
many who came alon g for the experi¬ 
ence full of scepticism, stayed on for 
an incredulous month to learn about 
the custom." 

THE BEDLUN may change their life 
outwardly, but within, they still 
maintain their traditional beliefs and 


customs. So. even when they move 
to the towns, they keep a taboori, an 
open stove, in the yard for making 
pita. And u cursory glance around 
the modern Rabat, a villa-village 
with 16.1)00 inhabitants, discloses 
manv tents. The old ways die hard. 

Nevertheless, many ways have 
gone the way of the wild donkey. 
Medical care for the Beduin popula¬ 
tion is constantly improving {there 
are. in fact, several Beduin doctors) 
and most women travel to hospital in 
Beersheba to give birth. While the 
Beduin account for 12 per cent of the 
Negev’s sparse population, they 
account for a quarter of the births at 
Soroka Hospital. 

Education has also become an 
important factor in the Beduin'slife, 
and uirls as well as boys go to school. 
White most girls never make it to 
high school, most of the boys do. 
And this year, a couple of young 
beduin women enrolled at the 
teachers’ college in Beersheba. Be¬ 
duin students at Bcn-Gurion Uni¬ 
versity of the Negev are no longer an 
oddity, and others study at the prac¬ 
tical engineering college and the 
teachers' college* in increasing num- 
beis. 

WHEN ! MOVED to Beersheba a 
decade ago. 1 would go for walks to 
the nearby desert (today, there are 
iwo new neighbourhoods between 
me and the freedom of the open 
space) with friends and dogs. If 
was early in the morning, we some¬ 
times encountered Beduin men, 
perhaps tending a flock of sheep, 
and they would eye us with suspi¬ 
cion. When they saw that we were 
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The Joefor id Fo^ Stndies near Kibbutz 

1 riant, one of its exhibits. (Dora Mo 0 


Opposite camps 


Lahav. At right, one of its exhibits 
simply visitors drawn by the beauty 
of the sands, they would invite us to 
their tent and make us tea. 

Now, the Beduin are not so near - 
and at the same time, not so far. In 
the morning, young women on 
donkeyback gallop, into ray street 
and head for the giant green 
garbage-bins. They fish for stale 
bread and, stuffing it into the side- 
bags, trot off again. 

Once, a tourist could come to 
Beersheba on a Thursday morning 
(preferably at dawn) and go to the 
colourful Beduin market, where 
artisans and dothes-dealers and 
food merchants and gossip-mongers 
would gather from all over the 
Negev. Now. the traditional site has 
been moved and the new area paved: 
the Beduin must register and pay a 
city tax for their pitch. The Beduin 




(Liora Moriel) 

market has become another free-for- 
all, with Jewish vendors outnumber¬ 
ing and outselling and lately outlaw¬ 
ing them. 

So the tourist must range farther 
afield in search of the “real” Beduin 
and go to the Joe Alon Centre for 
Regional and Folklore Studies near 
Kibbutz Lahav. 30km. north of 
Beeisbeba. .Situated at the heart of 
the forest, the centre harbours a 
small but beautiful museum of the 
Beduin soul. „ 

Here, as President Herzog disco¬ 
vered last week, Beduin as well as 
Jews and other visitors come to learn ■ 
something about the vanishing wav 
of life of the nomadic Negev Beduin 
(and of bis Sinai-based cousins). 
Multi-coloured, hand-woven tugs 
hang luxuriously from the ceiling 
and down to the bottom floor, while 






all around are displays of daily life: 
fishing, grazing, farming and crafts. 

The exhibit were lovingly assem¬ 
bled from materials collected over 
the vears by members of the kibbutz 
and'by Orna Goren. who was the 
curator of the Santa Katarina 
museum in the Sinai Until the Israeli 
pullback. 


Visiting the museum on the day it 
was officially opened to the public, i 
found a Beduin in conventional 
modern clothes spoiling by nvv side. 
We struck up a conversation. He was 
from a nearby encampment. He 

said: i want io bring my children 
here, so they can see what Bedum 
traditional life was all about. 
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THERE AND THEN / Sray a Shapiro 
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JOURNALISM may not be the 
Second Oldest Profession as some 

gossip-mongers like to present it: but- hon, ^ — 

oh! the vices which politicians attri- Each paper should 

bute to journalists would make them creed. .Let the public d^ a. __ 

-_ j ^ j_ 


or spoken word is reprehensible to 
him. A newspaper, or a radio rta- 
has no use being "objective." 
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cringe and abandon their profession 
in shame if only they took them 
seriously. For most journalists nur¬ 
ture high ideals about their trade, 
even if some admit some of their, 
colleagues go overboard in their zeal 
“to let the public know.’’ There are 
weeds in every field. 

The issue was debated for hours in 
a Knesset chamber recently. True, 
most of those present were press 
them, institutions rather than jour- 


wants to believe! {As tf the average 
reader would take the trouble of 
perusing daily a dozen papers in 
search of the truth...) 

An Avner, in the Broadcasting 
Authority since 1945, in a lucid and 
succinct address, said the broadcas¬ 
ters enjoy the freedom of speech 
“not because the founding fathers of 
the state wanted it that way.” The 
Palestine Broadcasting Service, 
which began operating 50 years ago, 
_Ku RRP nrnfession- 
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them, institution rather than jour- ^^SSSSlvSc profession- 
nalists - gathered at the invitation of passed on their professional 

the Public Information Office, the of p^aKsm," 


mw a ...., - ' , 

Communications Institute ot the 
Hebrew University, the National 
•Union of Journalists, and the Broad¬ 
casting Authority. 

‘The Press" was not always a 


pride “and a sort of paternalism,’ 
but, under the circumstances, “not 
the BBC devotion to freedom.—Kol 
Yisrael is practically free from press¬ 
ure “only because Ben-Gunon 
wanted it to be so.” Had the law 
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-The Press" was not always a tQ ^ w « Had lhe law 

pejorative term when used by politi- estabUshing independent Broad- 
cians. Shmuel Scbmtzer reminded. Authority not been passed 

Schnitzer is a scholar and a thinker, - - ~ — ! — •-* * Nr “~ 

and was the editor in chief of the 
Ma’ariv daily before he retired less 
than a year ago. Most Zionist leaders 
in the halcvon days were journalists, 
he said. Nahum Sokolow was a 

newspaper editor for years before monnes; me 

became, naturally enough, the pres- mjned by Kol yisTael personnel, 
dent of the Zionist movement, in tne RO LE of academe in the s 

First Knesset, every fourth member . - 

described himself as “journalist. It 
« onlv recently that a dichotomy 
occurred between wntmg profes¬ 
sionally for a newspaper and politic 
al leadership. Now Kne^etreiwr- 
iers and Knesset members vutum^y 
regard themselves in j»PP os, J® 
camps, inexorably linked though 
they are. “Like man and wife, 

somebody remarked. 

Some of the * h0 ■«* 


soon after Ben-Gunon left tbe pre¬ 
miership, Kol Yisrael would have 
become a subservient branch of tbe 
government. Indeed, the govern¬ 
ment had intended to make televi¬ 
sion directly dependent on the au¬ 
thorities; the scheme was under¬ 
mined by Kol YisTael pL.__ 

THE ROLE of academe in the semi¬ 
nar was pale. Prof. Haim 'Barton, 
suggested that journalists could be 
controlled by adopting the Bntish 
tradition that certain things are 
simply “not done." Prof. Elihu 
Katz, of American background, con¬ 
fined himself to noting facts. It is 

obvious, he concluded, that the 
press today does not see an educa¬ 
tional role for itself; nor does it rare 
to boost the nation’s morale. Yes, 
Some of the politicians wno ^ press tends to select negative 

paniH the debate were frank about n£WS for publication. But what pro- 
Keir attitudes to pressmen. Journal- fessiona j criteria doesit have. Any- 
S! a re at fault. MK Dov Ben-Meir how< Katz concluded, the media 
nibour) stressed, when they substi- musl fighl toot h and nail agunsttte 
SfertiemseWes for the elected poll- inlen tion of the authonnes to msntu- 
tical representatives. “The press has ^aike it. 

SLe a Fourth Force, vying with 

the executive, and even the judia 

ary,” he claims. He trankly does not 

Uk But perhaps the press is wrong 
about iuT power. The late editor of 
SSfrf" Arye Dissenchik, once 

srsjsssas. 

could not. 

A word for the- joumal.sr S was 




y\ 



illalUC ii. . , - 

The academics - just as the politi¬ 
cians'- showed little insight in the life 
of the working journalist. A reporter 
is, after all. the victim of the news¬ 
gathering process, over which he has 
Utile influence. He gets his stones 
from interested sources*.which be 
often is precluded from naming - or 
he’ll get no story at all. Only a 

n resumptions journalist would be¬ 
lieve that all he -writes is true. 1 

- . • was .mvself was shocked, after reporting 

A word for the- jou * E , issar fo ^early 40 years, to learn from the 
uttered by JMK ^Iwhu . of published memoirs of political lead- 
(Herut). When ^ ^aschairm UtUe j understood what was 

the Knesset Foreign Affaus an ^ ^g on around me. Perhaps the 

fence Committee, u .j zedt hat journalist-politicians of yore, thow 

Begin *s premiership, ™ embers who edited and manned tiie news- 
some of mv committee w jn _ generations ago, were berter 

leaked to the press \txy je et^ P Pf^ inf onn the reader than 
formation, which might * te Bu t the professional independents of 

;?e eP jouSSf;?ve„ed pax ; today h l0 

riotiim. and did not pnbhri> what f hat happened over .tee 

mwm% warn 

SSESSEss iSBSs'l 

N lSi^ which volve^^^ 

e L,« classified inform 3 ' dictated to the 

2^i» r .version of htsspeed. 

was different not only from 
W hat Brilliant had written, but from 
Wat charett had said in the Knesset. 

MM S ^ tt ’ S VCKi0n 

nnoeared under his by-ltne 
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TOE WORLD AT LflRfiE 


Gorbachev - is he sending a signal? 

^nxn’pt laorl^_i i ^ O 


Thursday, February 20,1986 The Jerusalem Post Page Six 


Soviet leader may launch 
new ‘de-Stalinization’ plan 

*>_. I/MIU _ -*■ 


SpecUU ter e ^?? fiedh ? ,ed for a £ * uar_ 

cl ORE Sc Y ' lhe SoViet EL" **5 ^ s^h d had h ^ 

Commimjst Party Congress opening tyrant comparable onlyJo Tsar Ivan 

next Tuesday is the party's “highest the Terrible. * 

SL h I°^- The f. elegales ’ e)ect ed at True Stalin had accomplished 
to b/2,S D ?w 8re He h ad industrialized Russia, 

mJdL ^ “feet the educated it and led it triumphantly 

mSS^ ,S t? f ? e Party S cenrrai com- S r S u * h the crucible of World War 
in hpt™ W ^ IC ^ represents delegates D- But the price was far too high and 

commit lee! in^^chS^p"^ ple^ "'“S PM * "■ So *‘ l~ 

meTnbe ^ of the polit- He had left a mute, cowed and 
S." 1 SSL* i ^. s ?? posed to execute exhausted society. a Russia once 
democracy in' ^l^tary isolated froin the world main- 

=£“? ~. m theor y- In fact, it stream, and an empire held together 

S n ? r e ; ther wa y arou nd. With 0Q ly by the shackles of his duelty 

inp EST m °u ° r less decid - and nit ? essaess - He bad left a herit- 

rnfttee^nH 0n . t be central com- HP ot fear and a mammoth 

rainee and determining, at a longer bureaucracy still run to this day - or 

range, who will be the deleaves ^ least until a few months ago when 

converging on Moscow. v Gorbachev began his purge - of 

"^bere is little likelihood that the thousands of middle and little Sta- 

-7th Soviet party congress - Mikhail ^ns* moving in grooves carved out 

Gorbachev's first - will be different. In **“ ? 9 30s. 

The choice of the date for the Stalin’s legacy was - and to a 
congress could be sheer coincidence. considerable degree remains - a sys- 
Since 1971 Soviet Communist party ! era rewarded mediocracy and 



Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev may pick op where Nikita Khrushchev, his predecessor-four- 
thnes-removed, left off. {AFP telephoto) 


congresses have traditionally been 
held every five years usually during 
the first quarter of the year - either 
in February or March. That would 
make its opening on February 25 
seem quite routine. 

But coincidences in Kremlin poli¬ 
tics are so rare that Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev's choice of the date leaves 
one wondering. It happens to mark 
the 30th anniversary of Nikita 
Khrushchev's famous “secret 
speech” - at the 20th party congress 
- that exposed and denounced the 
crimes of his predecessor, Joseph 
Stalin. The date of February 25th is 
tike an inscription on a weather- 


inertia. The ingrained reflex is to 
fawn on superiors and step on sub¬ 
ordinates, in which to say nyet or to 
do nothing, in which to repeat mind¬ 
lessly what has been done in the 
past, was better and safer than to risk 
experiments or innovation that 
might lead to failure, and with fai¬ 
lure, imprisonment. 

In his February 25, 1956 speech, 
Khrushchev addressed the most ob¬ 
vious and heinous Stalinist crimes: 
the millions of murders committed 
and ordered, the millions more 
arrested and imprisoned under the 
tyrant's rule, the most glaring viola¬ 
tions of human rights and restric- 


beaten milestone of postwar his- ■ toons on human freedom, 
tory, a historic date for the Soviet SOON AFTER the speech the 
people, but one that up to now they labour camp gates opened, the pris- 
have been forced to commemorate ons emptied, and foT a brief period 
in silence. under Khrushchev. the Soviet Union 

Is Gorbachev, Khrushchev’s seemed on the way to freeing itself 
successor-four-tiraes-Teraoved, from the chains of Stalin’s bequest, 
trying to send the patty faithful, the Khrushchev gave new hope to the 
Soviet people and the rest of the USSR and unleashed vital forces of 
world a signal? initiative, creativity, independent 

If so, then it could well be that he thought, and even embryonic con- 
inrends, three decades later, to cepts of democracy and justice. Bor- 

embark on a new kind of “de- rowing from the title of a new book 
Stabilization,'' to pick up- albeit in a by Soviet writer Ilya Ehrenburg, the 
different fashion - where Khrush- period became known as The Thaw. 
chev left off. Notwithstanding new cold fronts 

THOUGH Khrushchev’s famous that seemed to disrupt rt periodical- 
condemnation of Stalin has to this y. that e^Iy khrustchev era held 
liiv never been rna.de public in the the promise of a real spring. 
SteTlSiS tori? it changed that Moreover, Khrushchev *o tned 
country and much of the rest of the to ‘de-Stalinize other facets of 
world, dramatically. The speech, 
leaked to the West not long after it 
was delivered, toppled a demigod 
from his pedestal. It sent shock 
waves through the USSR, the Com¬ 
munist bloc, and Communist move¬ 
ments in other countries. The upris¬ 
ings in Poland and Hungary late in 
1956 were but the most immediate 
and obvious results. 

For, what Khrushchev had said in 
essence was that the man who had 



Soviet sodety such as the bureaucra¬ 
tized. command-style economic sys¬ 
tem that the dictator had introduced 
in the late 1920s and implemented in 
the '30s. Khrushchev attempted to 
decentralize that economy. 

And it was Khrushchev who in 
1962 approved the first experiments 
in economic reform, calling for the 
introduction of profit and profitabil¬ 
ity, instead of simple plan fulfil¬ 
ment, and giving workers and fac- 


NQdta Khrushchev gave Soviets 
new hope. 

tory managers independent 
decision-making authority. 

In his ebullient and earthy peasant 
manner, he was a visionary, and 
when he threatened to “bury” the 
capitalist West - a phrase often 
quoted out of context - what he 
meant was that his Soviet Union 
would become richer, more power¬ 
ful and more appealing some day 
than America. 

But Khrushchev also acted on in¬ 
stinct and hunches. He was an im¬ 
petuous and imprudent politician 
who made more enemies than 
friends and became a victim of some 
of the very forces he had unleashed. 
Worst of all, as a man steeped in 
Stalinism himself and as an accom¬ 
plice in Stalin's crimes, he used “de- 
Stalinization” as rungs up the ladder 
to the pinnacle of power. It was his 
threat to “de-Stalin ize” even furth¬ 
er, to purge even more of his col¬ 
laborators, all of them like Khrush¬ 
chev himself products and benefi- 


... 

Joseph Statin left a heritage of 
fear. 

ciaries of Stalinism, that triggered 
the Kremlin palace coup and his 
ignominous ouster from power in 
October 1964. 

THE MEN who toppled and suc¬ 
ceeded him - Leonid Brezhnev. 
Aleksei Kosygin. Mikhail Suslov, 
Nikolai Podgomy and others - were 
also all creatures of Stalinism and 
had begun their climbs upward, 
often by stepping over the bodies of 
Stalin's victims, during the dictator's 
reign of terror. To them Khrushchev 
was not only a threat but a traitot; to 
class and cause. 

One of their first measures was to 
halt what Khrushchev had started. 
They de-emphasized disclosure of 
Stalin's terror, censored literature 
alluding to it, and gagged the wri¬ 
ters. for unlike Khrushchev, they 
had neither the political cunning nor 
inclination to exculpate themselves 
from complicity' in the era. Gradual¬ 
ly they extoDed the more favourable 


Leonid Brezhnev renewed 
Stalinist repression. 

aspects of the Stalin period and reha¬ 
bilitated him, especially his role as a 
military leader. Eventually they re¬ 
adopted many Stalinist principles 
and practices. 

When Brezhnev died in 1982 the 
Soviet Union was a much more rep¬ 
ressive and economically more stag¬ 
nant country than it had been when 
he became its ruler in 1964. 

But Brezhnev's era, sometimes 
described as “enlightened Stalin¬ 
ism." lived after him in the incarna¬ 
tion of his two immediate successors, 
■ Yuri Andropov and Konstantin 
' Chernenko. They too had been crea¬ 
tures and beneficiaries of Stalinism. 

MIKHAIL GORBACHEV is neith¬ 
er. That is what makes his first year 
in power and the party congress that 
will open under his leadership on the 
30th anniversary of Khrushchev’s 
speech so significant. 

Age is the decisive factor. When 
Stalin died in 1953, Gorbachev was 


merely a 22-year-old student at Mos¬ 
cow University. He represents a new 
generation and breed of Soviet 
politicians: the first who do not bear 
the stigma of either complicity in or 
political benefit from the Stalin era; 
but also the first whose political 
ideas, goals, visions and careers 
were formed in the most halcyon 
years of the Khrushchev period. 

Since coming to power last March, 
he has cut a wide swath through the 
Soviet political establishment and 
bureaucracy. Hundreds of top and 
thousands of middle-ranking offi¬ 
cials have been. sacked, many in 
disgrace and some under indictment 
for corruption. He has bitten into the 
entrenched system with “iron teeth” 
behind a “nice smile,” promising 
Russians a new era while at the same 
time warning them of dire consequ¬ 
ences if they do not change their 
ways or put their shoulders to the 
wheel. 

A popular label for what he has 
done thus far is “de- 
Brezhnevizatjon.'' But it is far more 
than that, and that may explain why 
Gorbachev chose the 30th 
anniversary of the Khrushchev 
speech as the opening date for his 
own first party congress. What Gor¬ 
bachev has already done and will be 
trying to codify at the enclave is 
something like a second round of 
“de-StaKnization." 

KHRUSHCHEV exposed the 
crimes and fought the spectre of 
Stalin’s personal tyranny. Though 
much was swept under the carpet - 
even Khrushchev himself and even 
more by his successors - he did make 
the Soviet Union a freer and safer 
place in which millions no longer had 
to fear a knock on the door at night. 

He also attempted, but failed to 
overcome the centralists, structural 
and economic legacy of Stalin. Gor¬ 
bachev seems to be making another 
try, and for good reason. 

Khrushchev battled the terror that 
had pesonally threatened everyone 
during Stalin’s dictatorship. Gor¬ 
bachev has set out to battle the other | 
legacy of Stalinism that threatens the 
very fabric and future of Soviet soci¬ 
ety: the economic stagnation , ineffi- 
k riency, corruption, lack of initiative, 
sloth, disinterest, inflexibility and 
1 bureaucracy that the Stalinist system 
fostered. 

s Like Khrushchev, Gorbachev also 

has a vision: modernizing the USSR 
B and making it a real world power by 
virtue of economic greatness and 
>" vibrancy, not just military muscle. 
n But unlike the impulsive and at times 
choleric Khrushchev, he appears to 
s be at it with cool, methodical cal- 
l_ culation, a bit of populism and even 
hints of statesmanship- 
■’ Much depends on whether Gor- 

n bachev has the courage of his convic- 
r lions and can marshal the forces to 
implement his ideas. Getting rid of 
the deadwood, wagging an admo¬ 
nishing finger and tinkering with the 
r system are not enough. The system 
t- itself - Statin’s system - needs to be 
: changed, scrapped. As yet there is 
: no sign that Gorbachev is prepared 

to go that far. 

i But the party congress may give an 

» indication of how far he will go. 


Sweden seeks mystery woman in brutal murder of Iraqi exile 


By CHRIS MOSLEY 
London Observer Service 
STOCKHOLM. - As the SO pieces 
of a 34-year-old man who claimed he 
was an Iraqi secret agent are buried 
in Stockholm next week, a world¬ 
wide hunt will continue for the 
beautiful woman codenamed 
“Nina,” used as bait to lure him to 
his death. 

• Swedish police have asked Inter¬ 
pol for help in the search for Nina, 
described as “a key witness” to one 
of the most brutal murders in Swed¬ 
ish criminal history. 

Nina, believed to be of Lebanese 
extraction, knows the answers to two 
questions that have been raised here 
that could prove an acute embarrass¬ 
ment to Sweden and its relations 
with the Middle East: Was a hit 
squad from Baghdad given support 


by the Iraqi Embassy in Stockholm, 
as claimed in local press reports? 
Has the Swedish Foreign Ministry 
put pressure on the srate prosecutor 
to deny Iraqi diplomatic involve¬ 
ment, for fear of harming Swedish 
trade with Iraq and also for fear that 
Prime Minister Olaf Palme's credi¬ 
bility in the eyes of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein will be en¬ 
dangered? 

Palme is UN mediator in the Gulf 
War between Iran and Iraq. Swedish 
Trade Minister Mats Hellstrom ar¬ 
rives in Baghdad today on a four day 
visit aimed at securing valuable con¬ 
tracts for Swedish industry. Last 
year Swedish exports to Iraq totalled 
S128 million, a growth of S26 million 
in 1984. 

Negotiations are also under way to 
move' Iraqi war wounded from a 


TELEVISION 

EDUCATIONAL: 

8.15 School Broadcasts 14.00 Works 
by Tchaikovsky 14.45 French 15.00 
Surprise Train 15-20 Nils Holgersson 
(part 34) 15.50 Cartoons 16.00 This Is 
It 17.00 A New Evening - live magazine 
CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMES: 

17- 30 Kid Video - animated film 
18.00 Book Look 

18- 25 Ma'aleh Adumim 
ARABIC-LANGlf AGE programmes: 

18.30 News roundup 
18^2 Kid's Club 

19.00 Meeting-current affairs 

19.30 News 

HEBREW PROGRAMMES resume at 
20.00 with Mabat Newsreel 

20.30 Basketball — live broadcast from 
Madrid of the match between Maccabi 
Tel Aviv and Beal Madrid 

22.10 Programme Trailer 
22L25 Sorrell and Son. Parts of a 6-part 
British drama serial about a father pre¬ 
pared to give up all for the sake of his 
son. 

23.15 Quotation Mark - literary prog¬ 
ramme 

23.55 News 

JORDAN TV (unofficial): 

17.30 Cartoons 18.00 French Hour 

19.30 News In Hebrew 20.00 News in 
Arabic 20.30 Emergency Room 21.10 
Return to Eden - 2nd part 22.00 News 
In English 22.20 Feature Film 
MIDDLE EAST TV (From T.A. 
north): 

13-00 Animals, Animals, Animals 

13.30 Another Life 14.00 700 Club 

14.30 Shape-Up 15.00 Afternoon 
Movie 16.30 Spiderwoman 17.00 
Flying House 17.30 Muppets 18.00 
Lucy 18.30 WKRP 19.00 News 20.00 
Hardcastle & McCormick 21.00 
Another Life 21.30 Sixty Minutes 
22:30 Paper Chase 23.21 700 Club 

ON THE AIR 

6.02 Morning Melodies 

7.07 Corelli: Gigue; Britten: Soirees 


Musicales; Granados: “Goyescas" 
(Fiedler) 

7.30 Haydn: Symphony No.16 
(Hungarica/Dorati); Chopin: 2 Ballades; 
J. Strauss: "Morgenblaetter"; Weinz- 
waig: "Israel Sonata”; Bodinus: Sonata 
for 2 Flutes; Donizetti: Aria; dementi: 
Concerto for Piano and 7 Wind Instru¬ 
ments; Schubert: 2 Goethe Lieder 
(Christa Ludwig); Saint-Saens: Concert 
Piece; Monteverdi: Madrigal; Smith: 
Etude 

9.30 Nielsen: "Helios" Overture 
(Bloomstedt); Sibelius: Symphony 
No.p (Concertgebouw/Szell); N. Berg: 
"Strength of the Dream"; Roman: Con¬ 
certo for Oboe d'amore and Harp¬ 
sichord; Amdali: Caprice for Piano end 
Orchestra; Holst: Hymn of Jesus 
(Groves) 

12.05 Schubert: String Quartet in G 
major. Op. 1 fit (Tel Avivf 
13-00 Bach: Trio Sonata; Beethoven: 
Violin Concerto (Menuhin, 
Gewandhaus/Masur); Schubert: Sym¬ 
phony No.9 (Vlenna/Soiti) 

15.06 Meeting Musicians 
16X10 Gilah Yaron, soprano; tdrth Zvr, 
piano - Purcell: Air; Wolf: 4 Religious 
Songs; Maayani: "Pray fbrthe Peace of 
Jerusalem;" Dvorak: Biblical Songs 
Rorem: Haleluye 

17.30 Kodaly: Dances from Galantha 
(Ozawa); Medtner: Piano Concert No.1 
(Zhukov); Schubert: Trio, Op. 100 (Israel 
Trio): Mozart; Sonata, K.380 (Frenkel, 
Pauk); Haydn; Symphony No.35 

20.05 Bach: Excerptions from "Music¬ 
al Offering" 

20-30 Jerusalem Symphony Orches¬ 
tra, David Robertson conducting; with 
Allen Stemfield. piano- Copland: "Fan¬ 
fare for the Common Man"; Copland: 
"El Salon Mexico": Barber: Adagio; 
Gershwin: Variations for Piano and 
Orchestra; Bernstein: "On the Town"; 
Grofe: Excerpts from 'The Grand 
Canyon"; Sousa: Marches 
23.00 The Golden Generation - Tosca- 
nini in London - Brahms: Overture 
Symphony No. 1 (PhiJhamtonia) - 


hospital in southeast England to the 
Crown Princess Victoria Hospital in 
Vejbystrand. near Angelholm in 
southern Sweden. 

IF NINA is ever found, she may be 
able to shed light on an undisputed 
Libyan connection with the Stock¬ 
holm murder, the first evidence of a 
possible tie-up between Libya’s 
Muammar Gaddafi and Iraq’s Sad¬ 
dam Hussein in eliminating their 
opponents abroad. 

The dead man. Majid Hussein, 
arrived in Sweden on a flight from 
Turkey three years ago.- He told 
Swedish security police he had been 
a member of the Iraqi secret service 
and was a former bodyguard to the 
president. He said his life was in 
.danger. 

The sceptical Swedish authorities 
thought he had invented the story to 
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back up claims for political asylum. 
However. Hussein was allowed to 
stay in Sweden pending a decision by 
the immigration authority. • 

Hussein used exiled Arab news¬ 
papers to repeat his allegations con¬ 
cerning membership in the Iraqi sec¬ 
ret service, giving details of a clan¬ 
destine raid planned against Kuwait 
and revealing details of an alleged 
purge ordered by Saddam Hussein 
against 200 members of the Ba'ath 
Party for plotting to overthrow his 
regime. 

In January 19S5 Majid Hussein 
was introduced to Nina by an Arab 
businessman in Stockholm, who had 
previously led a society dedicated to 
propagating the ideas of Gaddafi. 
Nina invited Hussein to spend the 
night with her at her flat in central 
Stockholm. 


CINEMAS 


JERUSALEM430,7,9 
Eden: White Nights 4.15. 6-45, 9.15; 
Edison: Commando; Habira: Back to 
the Future 4.30. 6.45, 9; Kfir: Rocky IV; 
Mitchell: Target 6.45, 9.15; Orgfl: 
Year of the Dragon 4, 6.30. 9; Oma: 
Crazy Weekend; Ron: The Lover; 
Semadar: Purple Rose of Cairo 7,9.15; 
Bin ye net Ha'inru: When Father Was 
Away on Business 6.45.9; Bolt Agron: 
Gremlins 3.30; Koyaanisqaisi 6; Gorky 
Park 7.30: The Big Chili 10; Neighbors, 
midnight; Cinematheque: Et Dieu 
Craa la Femme 7; Ashes and Diamonds 
9; Close Encounters of the Third Kind 
9.30; Rosemary's Baby, midnight 

TEL AVIV 4.30, 7.15. 9.30 
AHanby: Naked Face 5,7.30,930; Beit 
Leissbi: Fright Night 11.15 p.m.; Ben- 
Yefiuda: Back to the Future; Chen 1: 
Year of the Dragon 4.15, 7.9.45; Chan 
2: American Flyer 5, 7.20, 9.45; Chen 
3: Marie 5, 7.20, 9.45; Chon 4: Doin' 
Time 10.30.1.30.4.45,7.20,9.40; Chen- 
5: The Sure Thing 10.30,1.30, 4.45. 7, 
9.40; Cinema One: For Those I Loved 
5, 8: Cinema Two: Purpfe Rose of 
Cairo; Dekel: White Nights 7, 930; 
Drive-tn: Les Ripoux 7.15, 930; Sex 
film, 12 midnight; Esther: Crazy 
Weekend; Gat: Plenty 4.30, 7, 9.30; 
Gordon: Choose Me; Hod: Death Wish 
III; Lav I: Target 1.30, 4.50. 7.15. a30; 
Lav II: Destiny 2. 5, 7.30, 9.40; Llmor 
Hamehadash: Prizzi's Honor 4.30, 7. 
930; Maxim: Birdy 4.30.7,930; Mog- 
rabi; Commando; Orly: And the Ship 
Soils On 430, 7, 9.30; Paris: When 
Night Falls 12. 2. 4, 7.15. 9.30; Peer: 
When Father was Away on Business 
4.15,7,9-30; Shahaf : The Lover; Stu¬ 
dio: Jagged Edge; Tttnuz Hamehu- 
tfaih-* Clockwork Orange 7. 8.30; 
Tchalat: Deer Hunter 6, 9; Tal Aviv: 
Rocky IV; Tat Aviv Mueeum": Favorites 
of the Moon; Zafon: Ran G.15,930 


IN MARCH 1985 his body was 
found in a forest near the industrial 
town of Sodertalje, 32 kilometres 
south of Stockholm. It had been 
dismembered into 50 pieces, each 
carefully wrapped m plastic and 
packed into two suitcases and a plas¬ 
tic bag. 

The police arrested the business¬ 
man who had introduced Hussein to 
Nina and as a result located the flat 
to which she lured him. There foren¬ 
sic experts found traces of blood of 
the same group as that of Hussein 
and other indications he had been 
murdered and dismembered there. 

Detective Inspector Inge Re- 
neborgtold me: “The flat was rented 
by the Libyan Embassy. As we were 
carrying out our investigation three 
men came in, claiming to be Libyan 
diplomats. They were taken into 


HAIFA 430, 6.45.9 
Amphitheatre; Back to the Future 
430. 7. 9.15; Armon: Commando; 
Atanon: Death Wish III. 4.30, 7. 9; 
Chen: Rumble Fish; Karen Or Hams- 
hud ash: Kaos 6,9; Stripes 11.30 p.m.; 
Moriah: dosed for renovations; Orafi: 
The Lover. 4.30.7, 9.15; Orly: Jagged 
Edge 6.45, 9; Pear: Crazy Weekend; 
Ron: Rocky IV, 4, 6.45, 9.15; Shavlt: 
Ran 6,9; Rav-Gat 1 : Year of the Dragon 
3.45, 6.30, 9.15; Rav-Gat 2: White 
Nights 3.45.6.30.9.15 

RAMATGAN 

Armon: Crazy Weekend 5, 7.15, 9.30; 
LityiPrizzi's Honor 7.9.30; Romancing 
the Stone 4.30; Oasis: Year of the 
Dragon 6.50, 9.30; Ordaa: Death Wish 
III, 7.15, 930; Ramat Gan: For Those i 
Loved 6.45, 9.30; Rav-Gan 1: Marie 5. 
7.30. 9.40; Rav-Gan 2: Birdy 5. 7.20. 
9.45; Rav-Gan 3: American Flyer 6, 
720. 9-45; Rav-Gan 4: Plenty 4.30. 
7.10.9.40 

HER2UYA 

David: Crazy Weekend 4.30.7.15,9.30; 
Hechal: Rocky IV 4.30, 7.15, 9.30; 
Trfervt: Commando 4.30, 7.35, 9.15; 
Daniel Hotel: King Solomon's Mines 
7.15: 930 

HOLON 

Migdaf; Year of the Dragon 7. 9.30; 
Savoy: Rocky IV, 4.30. 7.15, 9.30; 
Armon Hamahudash: Birdy 7, 9.30; 
Deadly Weapon 5; Montenegro 11.30 
p-m. 

BAT YAM 

Atzmaut: Rocky IV, 4.30,7.15,9.30 

GIVATAY1M 

Hadar: Rocky IV, 4.30,7.15,9.30 

RAMAT HASHARON 

Koeltav: Amadeus 930; Never Ending 

Story 7 


DRIVE CAREFULLY 


custody, but when an investigation 
revealed that they were in fact diplo¬ 
mats, they were freed. 

The Stockholm evening newspap¬ 
er Expressen then published allega¬ 
tions that a two man Iraqi hit squad 
had been helped by a diplomat at the 
Iraqi Embassy in Stockholm to carry 
out the murder and had later fled the 
country with Nina. 

The Swedish Foreign Ministry was 
given reports on die case by the 
police and shortly afterwards the state 
prosecutor's office issued a state¬ 
ment saying that there was no proof 
of involvement by the Iraqi Embas- 

sy- 

Inspector Reneborg said the 
businessman who had introduced 
Nina to Hussein had been released 
and the charges of complicity in the 
murder laid against him dropped. 


WHAT'S ON 


Notices in this feature are charged 
at NiS 6.90 per line including VAT. 
Insertion every day of the month 
costs NIS 138 per line, including 
VAT, per month. 

JERUSALEM 

Museums 

ISRAEL MUSEUM. Exhibitions: Two 
Artists, Two Landscapes, works by Shalvah 
Segal and Eli Shvadron 0 Traditional Jewel¬ 
ry, Permanent Display of Jewish Ethnog¬ 
raphic Jewel ryC Ancient Mirrors, display of 
mirrors from different cultures 0 Contem¬ 
porary Art from the Museum's Collection. 0 
Milestones in Israel Art. major works of this 
century plus audio-visual programme 
(Ayala Zacks Abramov Pavilion) 0 Building 
in Jerusalem, computer games to building 
with stone 0 "Nerot Mrtzvah," Ideas for 
Light in Jewish Ritual 0 The Cosmic and the 
Divine, Andean textiles 0 Placescape: 14 
artists present versions of surrounding 
landscapes.IPaley Centre, near Rockefeller 




UUUtJIUdi niUlBUUiUyyr aiiv LUKmv y 

Rockefeller Museum: closed till Feb. 28. 
VieHIns Hours/Event*, Main Museum: 
10-5. At 11: Guided tour of Museum in 
English. 3: Guided tour of Judaica and 
Heritage galleries. LA. MAYER MEMO¬ 
RIAL INSTITUTE FOR ISLAJWC ART. 
Visiting hours: Sun.-Thur. 10*1; 3.30-6. Fri. 
closed. Set. and holidays 10-1.2 Hapalmach 
St. Tel. 02-861291/2. Bus no. 15. 


Conducted Tours 

HADASSAH — Guided tour of ait Installa¬ 
tions * Hourly tours at Kiryat Hadassah and 
Hadassah ML Scopus. * Information, re¬ 
servations: 02-416333.02*446271. 


HEBREW UNIVERSITY 

1. Tours in English at 9 and n a.m. from 
Administration Building, Givat Ram Cam¬ 
pus, Buses 9,28,24 and 16. 


China’s move 
to modernise 
sparks disorder 

By JONATHAN MIRSKY 
LONDON. - Inflation, rumours of 
starvation, and rural inequality are 
forcing reversals in Deng Xiaoping’s 
drive to modernise China totally 
within 50 years. 

Deng's political adversaries have 
already warned of social disorder if 
the admittedly overheated reform 
programme is not cooled down—But 
a noticeable climb-down, accompa¬ 
nied by more central control , could 
revive fears of resurgent Maoism. 

The slowdown is maddening for 
Deng's followers who have been 
delighted with the economic results 
of the just-ended sixth five-year 
plan. The economy expanded more 
during the last five years than In the 
previous 28 of the Maoist era. 

But the commodity price index in 
the same period rose by almost 19 
per cent. Political leaders and top 
economists hurried to remind 
grumblers that, in the same period, 
urban wages went up almost 70 per 
cent, rural wages by over 100. 

These rises still leuve most 
Chinese very poor. Peasants, whose 
average wages have doubled in the 
last five years, are earning less than 
$150 a year, and most urban workers 
are waiting for substantial wage rises 
the government says it can still not 
afford. In such a situation it is easy 
for consumers to recall the sky¬ 
rocket inflation of the Chiang 
Kaishek years, when devalued 
wages were carried home in wheel¬ 
barrows. 

Now vice-premier Tran Jiyun. one 
of Deng's recently elevated young 
allies, has conceded “there is indeed 
a problem of too large a rise in the 
commodity price index.” 

Turn observed that prices in the 
cities have risen beyond the already 
hi gh national average. and the har¬ 
dest hit, he added, are those on fixed 
i incomes. According to Tian the 
Communist Party intends to freeze 
l many prices, even if this means lirait- 
1 mg fanners' profits, a bold step for 
I policy makers who up to now have 
I placed their trust in market forces. 

1 Grain shortfalls are also causing 
1 the leaders to rethink basic policies. 
The 1985 harvest, although the third 
highest ever, dipped 7 per cent be¬ 
low the previous year’s, and the 
People's Daily newspaper warns that 
memories have revived suddenly of 
the 1959-19oI famine, when Mao's 
policy misjudgments caused 25 mil¬ 
lion people to die. 

Officials have reacted promptly by 
admitting that the Party should not 
have permitted 1.1 million acres of 
grain-land to be given over to other 
uses. 

At the Party’s recently concluded 
rural work conference, it was de¬ 
creed that grain is the foundation of 
the economy and that production 
must be raised. The state's invest¬ 
ment in agriculture, which has de- 
dined 50 percent since 1979, is to be 
increased and peasants in rural in¬ 
dustrial enterprises will now be 
■ taxed to furnish more funds for grain 
growers. 

This too is a policy voire face. Until 
recently, the Party was boasting that 
not even bad weather could reduce 
grain yields and was urging one quar¬ 
ter of China's 400 million-strong ru¬ 
ral workforce to leave the land.' 

But most spectacular ot the Par¬ 
ty's reversals is the new policy on 
displays of wealth. Peasants making 
$4,000 to $40,000 annually have been 
the heroes of the official press where 
differentials in prosperity were cele¬ 
brated as encouragements to work 
harder. Yet, most peasants re¬ 
mained poor, rural resentment and 
even violence flared, and some of 
Deng’s enemies derided the success 
stories as media hype. 

The Party has created a Catch-22 
for itself. If it continues its laissez- 
faire policies, the economy surges 
ahead here, declines there, and 
there are cries of injustice. Bur many 
have profited from the Party’s policy 
of "stepping back.” If the authorities 
now apply the brakes, it will appear 
to many Chinese that Deng’s miracle 
is fading. 

London Observer Service 


2. Mount Scopus tours 11 a.m. from the 
Bronfman Reception Centre, Sherman 
Building. Buses 9, 28, 4a, 26 and 23 to the 
first underground stop. Further details: Tel. 
02-882819. 

AM IT WOMEN (formerly American Miz- 
rachi Women). Free Morning Tours - 8 
Alkalai Street Jerusalem. Tel. 02-699222. 
ORT. To visit our technological High 
Schools call Jerusalem 533141; Tel Aviv 
396171, 23323 1. 240529; Neranya 33744. 


TEL AVIV 
Museums 

TEL AVIV MUSEUM. Exhibitions: Dan 
Kulka'(1938-1979). Sculptures, drawings, 
paintings, photographs. Museum Coirec- 
tlon. Museum Visiting Hours: Sun.-Thur. 
10-2; 5-9. Sat 11-2; 7-10. Fri. closed. Hele¬ 
na Rvbfoartofn Rmrffion: Scopes of Con¬ 
temporary Drawing from Kunstmuseum 
Basel. Visiting Hours: Sun.-Thur. 10-1: 
5-7. FfL 10-1. Set 11-2. 

Conducted Tours 

Alter I WOMEN (formerly American Miz- 
rachi Women). Free Morning Tours - Tel 
Aviv, Tel. 220187.233154. 




PIONEER WOMEN- NA'AMAT. Mom 

tours. Tel Aviv. 2107B1. Jerusalem 24481 
HADASSAH VISITORS DEPT. Aa 
HoteH^ Room 01. 105 Hayarkon St. 


HAIFA 

Museums 

Shabtai Levy St. Tel. 
04-523255. Exhibitions: Modem Art - 
Ya'acov Hefetz, Sculptor. 17 Naive Artists 
Anaent Art - Jewish coins of the Second 
Temple Period, Egyptian textiles, terracotn 
figurines. Shikmona finds. Music and 
Ethnology — Jewish costumes. 2D porce 
lain pieces from the Foie and Natan CelnH 
collection, U.SLA. Open: Sun.-Thur. anc 
Sat 10 - 1 ; Tue. and Sat also 6-9- Ticket 
■feo gtyee admisaion to National Mari 
time. Prehistory and Japanese Ar 
Museums. 
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Israeli credit card industry feeling the pinch 

- . • 1 up bank transactions, and it 

RvPINUasi aM hi i. • * "t* a “I i/ “rrpriir” nt least in the sense i 


By P1NHAS LANDAU 
Post Finance Reporter 
PLASTIC MONEY has become 
part of our lives. Within ten v*are of 
their introduction to this country, 
those ubiquitous obJon»s of PVC 
with or without a magnetic strip on 
them.- have seized an important 
pjace in the day-to-day financial acti¬ 
vities of most Israelis.’Yet the credit- 
card business, which suffered its fair 
share of problems from hyperinfla¬ 
tion. is now running into trouble 
from the disinflationary process as 
well. 

The Knesset finance committee - 
or, to be more accurate, some of the 
members thereof — have sought 10 
impose on the two card-issuing com¬ 
panies. Visa and Isracard. an exten¬ 
sion of the time-period granted card¬ 
holders before they are' charged for 
their purchases. Instead of the two 
weeks now current, MKs Haim 
Ramon and Dan Tichon have been 
pressing for a four-week period. The 
companies have demurred. The 
MKs have threatened to legislate the 
change, come what mayT The va¬ 
rious parties involved have been in¬ 
vited to have their say and, at the 
time of writing, it seems that a 
“voluntary" agreement will be 
reached under which, for the 3 
months beginning on April 1. the 
companies will experiment with a 
single monthly debit instead of two. 

On the surface, the issue seems 
straightforward enough: The con¬ 
sumer would be better off with a 
four-week grace period on his purch¬ 
ases than a two-week one. The card 
companies are resisting that. Ergo.- 
the companies are out lo rip-off the 
consumers. Enter I he knights in 
shining armour from the Knesset, 
who gallantly thwart the devilish 
designs of villainous Visa and evil 
Isracard and rescue the consumer 


Battle takes shape over giving credit where creditjsdue 


from a debit worse than deulh. Now 
we can all live happily ever after, 
right? 

Wrong. Unfortunately for those 
who like their stories in black and 
white, this one isn't. The credit card 
game has three players, each of 
whom has ttvhe offered terms mak¬ 
ing participation worthwhile. Those 
arc the card companies who issue 
and .idmimslci the u*e of the cards, 
the retailer* and others who accept 
them as payment, and ihe consumers 
who puv the issuer for the card to pay 
the retailer with To this triangle has 
now been added a new and poten¬ 
tially problematic force - direct reg¬ 
ulation by the Knesset. 

The importance of understanding 
who does what in this game is in¬ 
creased by a very basic fact. Credit 
cards, us we have them, are not yet 
an essential: they are still on the level 
of a convenience to Israeli consum¬ 
ers. Therefore, if they become a 
nuisance to any of the three players, 
the possibility exists of packing up 
the whole game and going home. For 
the individual consumer and retailer 
this is a very realistic option For the 
card companies it would he an ex¬ 
treme step - but it is no longer 
unthinkable. 

Taking the viewpoint of the com¬ 
panies first, the point that needs to 
be made is that they are. in essence, 
mediating between the two other 
Durties: the consumer who buys the 
goods or service, and the retailer who 
sells it. The consumer pays a fee for 
his card, which is really a small 
contribution towards the costs of 
running the operation. The retailer 
pays a percentage of the turnover 
that stems from use of the cards, and 


this is the main source of income to 
the issuers. Nevertheless, given their 
costs, the card companies do not set 
out. or expect, to make a large profit 
from the whole business. 

The cards are a service provided 
by banks to their customers. In most 
Western countries, bank-owed or 
controlled cards are now in the 
“essential" category, at least in Ihe 
sense that their abolition would 
force a great many people to change 
their behaviour patterns. Not so 
here, as noted, and the banks there¬ 
fore feci that they still have to go 
cusv on the card operations, to assist 
the process of rooting them firmly in 
people’s habits. The economic back¬ 
ground has not helped this process. 

First there was inflation which 
took off to the three-digit level short¬ 
ly after the two major curds were 
introduced. On the one hand, this 
made the delayed debit system oper¬ 
ated by the card compunie,s very 
attractive to consumers: by the same 
token, it became unattractive to the 
retailers who began dropping out 
(remember when most gas stations 
in Israel honoured credit curd purch¬ 
ases?}. 

Eventually, in early 1984. the rate 
of inflation reached the point where 
monthly debits became impossible 
for the retailers to live with and the 
system went over to fortnightly de¬ 
bits. Now it was the turn of consum¬ 
ers to drop out. as the need to 
"tiuhien their belts" coincided with a 
worsening of terms for them as card¬ 
holders. 

Today the inflationary wheel has 
turned full circle and the (at least 
temporary) demise of inflation has 
brought with it the obvious demand 



for a return to monthly debits. But 
the retailers, for reasons shortly to 
be examined, claim that they can't 
make the transfer. Whatever the 
rights and wrongs, the card issuers 
arc caught in the middle. 

Now. to compound the difficulties 
of their balancing act between retail¬ 
ers and consumers, they are faced 
with the Knesset's threats to force 
them io switch back to the old one- 
debit-a-month system. This would 
mean that they would receive the 
money from customers once a month 
and would, in turn, pay the retailers 
once a month. But ihe retailers say 
thev cannot afford those credit 
terms, when they live in a frozen 
economy with no way of recompens- 
ina themselves for the loss. They 
therefore threaten, explicitly or im¬ 
plicitly. to withdraw from the whole 
anuiiEement. 

Conversely, if there were no law - 
if. say. the "voluntary" arrange¬ 
ments being spoken of at prerent 
were finally accepted - the retailers 
would not be obliged to adopt a 
single monthly payment system, hut 
would try and hang on to the fort¬ 
nightly payments they now receive. 
The consumer, however, would pay 
nnce a month. The gap between the 
two would be financed by the card 
compunidfethemselves. 


But the card companies have no 
credit facilities of their own. As we 
have seen, they simply pass on to the 
consumer the credit that the retailer 
eives them, taking a fee along the 
way. The onlv people who could give 
credit are the banks who stand be¬ 
hind the cards - Leumi and Discount 
(on a 65-35% ratio) for Visa, and 


up bank transactions, and »t 
“credit” at least in the sense >»•* 
payment is deferred for some time- 
• . i As aeainst this, it costs money, 

Isracard and Superso accep * on y ant j these exists show up somewhere 

Visa. The story goes that this repre- a thc Une Nol aJi 0 f them are 

sents a “gentleman s agreement be- abs0 rbed bv the retailer as a mai ket- 
tween the card companies but, not . expense and very few are 
surprisingly, both companies denied expen 

the idea out-of-hand.) 

Movins wer to the retailers it 
seems fair to say that they are the 
weakest link ia the cred.t card mdus- 

m . chain. The cards are. for them, 

s"mplv a means of attracting busi¬ 
ness For that, they have to pay the 

companies a cut of their turnover ^ fa , he comp , e x am™ 
and accept the terms of payment that whichhiB „ owb eenfurtbermudd[cd 
the card companies offer mem. But ^ the prospec t of government in- 


absorbed bv the card companies. If 
they are, the banks behind them 
catch the rebound and bit the cus¬ 
tomer through other sendee charges. 
These are the elements of the con¬ 
sumer's decision in seeking to be¬ 
come, or even to remain, a cardhol¬ 
der. .. „ 

This is the complex situation 


Tnr I ill u . . 

thev also obtain the extra security of 
the’ card issuer’s guarantee of the 
monev due. whilst with cheques 
there is a risk of their bouncing. 

All these advantages and dis- 


lon a fo-.T3.-o iauui iui All tnesc —■. --- 

Hapoalim for Isracard (with Mizrahi advanta ges can be precisely weighed 

_ A r: Infnmufinnnl nctin« as _ A^ieinn nnrticularlv in the 


and First International acting as 
agents when they offer the card to 
their customers). For them to do so, 
assuming a willingness on their part, 
would require the Bank of Israel, 
which is not keen on expanding any 
credit, least of all consumer credit, 
to^e at least its tacit assent. 

thus the companies are afraid 
that if the Knesset legislates what 
they should do. it will pui them in a 
legal straitjacket allowing them no 
flexibility to manage their business, 
while if'they are “let-off" with a 
mere “voluntary" deal for a three- 
month trial period they may not be 
able to impose the new terms on the 
retailers, in particular the big super¬ 
market chains which account for a 
very large proportion, of their total 
turnover. Indeed, the staff and com¬ 
puter facilities they have built up are 
predicated on the rival supermarket 
chains' continuing to honour the 
rival cards. (The Co-op accepts only 


. and the decision, particularly in the 
chains and larger shops, is a very 
cold and calculating one, m which 
personal whims play little part. The 
law can impose terms of payment, 
but even in Israel the law cannot 
oblige retailers to join or remain in a 
business relationship with one, the 
other, or both credit card com¬ 
panies. 

Turning, finally, to the consumer, 
whose well-being is the ostensible 
aim of the involved MKs. and in 
whose service the companies and 
retailers are supposedly engaged 
one finds a quire separate set of 
calculations. 

The consumer is interested in con¬ 
venience of payment and prices. 
Cards offer that convenience, and 
the more outlets that honour them, 
the more worthwhile it is for the 
consumer to hold one. It obviates 
the need for holding cash, it saves 
using expensive cheques and piling 


tervention. What good such in¬ 
tervention through legislation can at 
is open to question. Even if it 
bring temporary benefits to consum¬ 
ers. the likelihood is that these 
would be eroded as the lack ox 
maneuverability imposed by regulat¬ 
ing in what is essentially a commer¬ 
cial process would drive either retail¬ 
ers or card issuers out of the bu*i- 

nC TTie only point on which the major 
retailers and the card-issuing com¬ 
panies spontaneously agreed, volun¬ 
teering their view even 
being asked, is that the path of 
legislation and regulation is the 
wrong one to choose. They say this 
in the knowledge that alternative, 
informal arrangements could re¬ 
place or at least complement the use 
of credit cards in Israel - such as the 
growing tendency of some shops to 
accept a post-dated cheque instead 
of payment by card. Nevertheless, 
they are willing to throw themselves 
on the mercy of the market rather 
than into the hands of Knesset mem¬ 
bers whose intentions, even if they 
are good, may well be misdirected. 



Judy SiegeUtzkovich 

led he is passing scenery, three- . _ • ■ Erdem estimated total exports in 
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Video show 
keeps tyres 
off the road 

THE DAY will probably not come 
when one can learn how to drive and 
receive a licence without ever having 
spent time in a car on the road 
But a driving rimulaiur that will 
help discover the causes ol traffic 
acridenL> and aid engineers in de¬ 
signing much safer cars is being de¬ 
veloped at the Haifa Technion. with 
help from thc Traffic Safety Author- 
ire. 

Thc computerized simulator con¬ 
sists of a driver's seat. a video screen, 
a mechanism that makes the "driv¬ 
er" fed he is passing scenery, three- 
dimensional 1 1 ' 

meruVJiicl a 
control panel 

Actual traffic conditions have 
been filmed for video and edited. As 
•a result, the "driver" in the simula¬ 
tor actually feds he is moving and 
cun control, at least partially, his 
speed and maneuvering on the road. 
His reactions - by brake pedal, 
clutch, gas pedal and steering wheel 
- are automatically recorded and can 
easily be studied. The positioning o. 
road' sisns and traffic lights can be 
examined to determine their safest 
location. According to the Techn¬ 
ion. it will be hard to say when the 
simulator is' “ready.'' as new de¬ 
velopments' are constantly being 
added and changes made according 
to each research programme tested 
and new technological changes made 

possible. . 

The developers hope the simula¬ 
tor will help, in the long run. reduce 
both traffic accidents in Israel and 

the number of casualties involved in 
accidents that do take place. 

\ HIGH consumption of eggs, liver, 
butter and other high-fat rn^k pro- 
ducts is known to cause accumuia 
tions of cholesterol in the blood, 
which reputedly clog the ves¬ 

sels in older people, gating ather¬ 
osclerosis. But one mSM > peop'*- 
suffer from a genetic disorder that 
causes abnormally togb levels 
cholesterol in younger people, threat 

ening them with death- 

The Rogosin Institute at , 
York Hospital is one of a handful o 

that should have been 


new mums 


miracle’ will continue 


PAUL BOLDING/Reuter 
ANKARA. - Turkey has achieved a 
miniature economic miracle by more 
than tripling exports in six years. 
Now the search is on for new mar¬ 
kets to keep up the momentum. 

Under the direction of Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal. who is deter¬ 
mined to open up an inward-looking 
economy, it has also liberalized im¬ 
ports. benefiting both industry and 
consumers. 

“Before 1980." Deputy Prime 
Minister Kava Erdem said in an 
interview, “the general opinion in 
Turkey was that we had nothing to 
export except agricultural goods and 
lhat no increase was possible. 


the skeletal muscles aad ihe heart 
that improves blood circulation. 

Two American researchers stu¬ 
died this claim, using 22 long¬ 
distance runners who were given 
high doses of such vitamins and 
minerals over four weeks. A control 
group received, without their know-, ana ^ per ccui 
ledae a harmless placebo instead. I boom years of 1981 and 1984 
There were no differences in the two | The impact on the stnictur 

groups’ metabolism or athletic per- 
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$2:3b:- in 1979, with manufactured 
goods now accounting for 80per cent 
of the total, compared with 35 per 
cent in 1979. 

Exports are still rising, though at a 
sloweT rate. They grew by around 13 
per cent last year, compared with 62 
and 25 per cent respectively in the 

. _ r inoi IQQjl 


looming, because of a concentration 
in particular goods and markets. 

BY FAR Turkey’s biggest export is 
textiles, which accounted for nearly 
a quarter of the 1985 total. But 
opportunities for growth are limited 
bv the increasing Frequency with 
Which the U.S. and the European 
Community impose quotas. 

Using locally-made wool and cot¬ 
ton as well as synthetics, Turkey has 
developed a high-quality clothing 
industry that responds with lightning 
speed to fashion changes in the 
West. 

Some big export markets appear 
to have reached saturation, howev¬ 
er. These include Iran and Iraq, 
which hpve been hit by the high.cost 
of sustaining their five-year-old war. 
More than 10 per cent of Turkey’s 
exports go to Iran. “In the beginning 
it was the Middle East. Now our 
policy is directed towards African 
countries, the Far East, even South 
and Central America.” Erdem said. 

As part of negotiations wkh the 
U.S. over bases in Turkey, Ankara is 



fomiances. Thus, conclude the re¬ 
searchers, the bestwayforan athlete 
l0 do his best is to get enough rest 
and a proper diet, but no supple¬ 
ments are needed. 

DIAMOND CUTTING is a labo¬ 
rious occupation lhat requires good 
eyesight and a lot of patience. 
Technion professor Yishaya Yar- 
niLsky of the mechanical engineering 
faculty - is currently busy designing a 
state-of-the-art, fully automatic di¬ 
amond factory that will be able to 
polish stones of any type and size. 
He has already developed six 
machines, some of which are already 
being used in the international di¬ 
amond industry. . , 

The automated factory, he be¬ 
lieves. will allow professionals to 
choose their rough diamond, turn 
on the electricity in the morning and 
return later to collect the cut and 
polished diamonds from the 
“hands” of robots. Yarnitsky says 
the automated plant will be able to 
polish anv diamond shape, change 
the angle'for every facet and work 
much more quickly than human cut¬ 
ters. It may even, he maintains, 
create new forms of diamonds. 

What isn't certain is what wiu 
happen to the thousands of diamond 
workers - many of them ultra- 
Orthodox Jews in New York. 
Antwerp and Israel - who currently 
make their living from the non- 
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wra years of 1981 and 1984. pressing Washington to take more of 

The impact on the structure of the P _ last year ft bought around 

Turkish economy has been substan- 'USSJUzJS 
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tial. By 1984, exports accounted tor 
, 14.2 per cent of gross national pro¬ 
duct. against only 3.5 per cent in. 
1979. But major challenges are now 


IVJfWW J - 

$450 million worth. 

Ozal, who started the ball rolling 
in 1980 as deputy prime minister and 
became premier in 1983, makes 


Turgut Ozal 

4 trade a central issue in his many 
foreign visits and often takes dozens 

of businessmen with him. 

The export boom was achieved, 
said Erdem, by means of huge incen¬ 
tives, including tax rebates, cheap 
credits to exporters and permission 
for them to keep some of their 
foreign earnings abroad; although 
these are gradually being scaled 
down. 


The incentives led inevitably to 
fraud. The press often reports cases 
where exporters over-dedare the 
value of goods to qualify for extra 
rebates, or find a firm that qualifies 
for a bigger rebate than they do and 
have them send the goods. 

Some reports on the cost have 
been exaggerated. Erdem said: I 

say it was perhaps SlOOm. to $2U0m. 
a year.” 

Turkey’s biggest trade partner is 
West Germany, which buys large 
quantities of fruit and vegetables, 
clothing, carpets and other textiles, 
selling Turkey machinery and che¬ 
micals. 

TURKEY'S IMPORTS, estimated 
* at $10.7b. in 1985 ,incUide more than 
$3b. worth of crude oil and oil pro¬ 
ducts as well as a range of industrial 
goods. 

A gradual easing of restrictions on 
goods coming into the country has 
brought an end to shortages of oof- 
fee. Western cigarettes and other 
consumer goods that plagued Tur¬ 
key in the early 19S0s, though they 
represent a small proportion of total 
imports. 

Westerners and rich Turks who 
can afford them note with glee how 
almost every week a new import 
appears in the shops, be it long-life 


batteries, Danish blue cheese, tin¬ 
ned pineapple or contact lens fluid. 

A wide range of other products . 
with Western brand names are 
actually produced under licence in 
Turkey, sometimes using imported 
parts, such as Fergus son video recor¬ 
ders, Adidas training shoes and Fiat 
and Renault cars. 

“At the first stage of import liber- 
■ alization in 1984, people said Tur¬ 
kish industry could not hold its 
ground against foreign goods. But 
the experience of the last two years 
has shown no negative effect*.” 
Erdem said. 

“On the contrary, we have seen 
that domestic goods were quite com¬ 
petitive, though our policy is to ha* e 
some modest protection for domes¬ 
tic producers.” 

That protection is effected 
through tariffs and levies, although 
the steady devaluation of the 1 ur- 
kisb lira also keeps prices of im¬ 
ported goods high compared wiih 
local products. 

But the main aim of the deprecia¬ 
tion has been to maintain export 
competitiveness in the face of rising 
costs, resulting from inflation as hi gh 
as 100 per cent in 1980 and 5U <■; 
1984. 

To balance this out, the central 
bank has reduced the value of the 
lira from 35 to the dollar at the enu of 
1979 to 575 at the end of last year. 


Free enterprise lives 
despite Afghan regime 
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KABUL (Reuter). - Hakim Kanm- 
zada, one of the pillars of free enter¬ 
prise in communist Afghanistan, 
owns a textile factory, a chain of 
fabric shops and five houses m 
Kabul. 

Mohammad Latif Begzada took 
over his father’s unlit carpet shop 
three years ^go and has since ship¬ 
ped hundreds of hand-knotted rugs 
to West Germany to build up his 
export business. 

Abdul Ghafoor, a spry SO-year- 
old who vividly remembers the 1919 
Anglo-Afghan War. still trucks up 
sacks of dried fnrit and nuts from 
southern Afghanistan, despite occa¬ 
sional ambushes by robbers, which 
he says belona to the Moslem rebels 
fighting Kabul’s Soviet-backed gov¬ 
ernment. 

They are just three of the 
thousands of private traders who 
stuff the capital's bustling bazaars 
with food, cloth, Japanese radios. 
West German shampoos, Indian 
film video-cassettes and locally- 
bottled Coca-Cola. 
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keeping up Kabul’s tradition as one 
of the liveliest trading cities in Aria. 

. Afghanistan's private traders, 
controlling 80 per cent of all domes¬ 
tic commerce and 45 per cent of 
foreign trade, are so vital to the 
embattled economy that Kabul has 
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Tel Aviv University's faculty ot life 
sciences has developed the new 
method. Three separate hormones, 
two produced in the leaf and one m 
the root, are involved in fibre pro- 
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“We see the private sector m our 
long-term plans,”, said. Commerce 
Minister Mohammad Khan Jalalar. 

Zahoor Razemjo, party chief for 
Kabul City and an avowed admirer 
of Lenin, said the government was 
hying to boost state and cooperative 

The growing place for tea and coconuts 
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Aloni experimented on Habiscus 
Cannabiaus L. which is used to 
make paper. The new process has 
been patented here, as well as in the 
.tut PTES take large- u.S. and several other countries. 
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COLOMBO (LNA). - Israel, mw 
regularly jparchasmg-fWe per cent or 
Sri Lankan tea, is fast emerging as a 
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Indian Ocean island. coconut and 100 tons of fresh ness began catching 
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purchases by cargo out of Colombo so far, but interest section office was 

shipping somf*s said some foreign 


shops, but would not crush private 

^Traders interviewed at random in 
Kabul and the eastern city of Jalala¬ 
bad said they preferred to stay in 
their homeland rather thmi follow 
over four tniilion Afghans into exile 
in Pakistan, Iran and the West. 

This must be music to the ears ot 
President Babrak Karmal’s govern¬ 
ment. whose official statistics show a 
national economy under far more 
strain than its capital's lively bazaars 
betray. , , 

Inflation has galloped along at 
around 20 per cent annually for tne 
past five years because of the war, 
Jalalar said. 

That period roughly corresponds 
to the time since Soviet troops, now 
estimated in the West to number 
about 115.000, came m 1979 to help 
Kabul fight a growing anti¬ 
communist insurgency. . 

Per capita income has risen by just 
under 2 per cent in constant prices 
from its 1978 level of 5130 a year. 
Making ends meet is hard, residents 
say. but partly offset by free social 
services and monthly rations of 
cooking oil, flour and soap for gov¬ 
ernment employees. _ 

Kabul’s closer political and milit¬ 
ary lies to the Soviet Union mean 
about 60 per cent of all trade is done 
with Moscow now, compared to ab¬ 
out 40 per cent before, Jalalar said. 

A major part of this is in bulk 
commodities like oil, which Kab 
used to buy from Iran, and wheat 
and sugar. It is clearly not in Soviet 
consumer goods, as few can be found 
in the bazaar. 

In return. Kabul exports 2.4 bil¬ 
lion cubic metres of natural gas 
northwards at secret prices, and 
fruit, wool and cotton. 
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ports are destined to Israel this year. 

According to tbe government 
Commerce Department in Colombo, 
last year Israel purchased 10,000 
metric tons of tea, 360 tons of dessi- 


vessds were servicing Israeli purch¬ 
ases either going straight from Col¬ 
ombo to Haifa or via Singapore. 

Last year, under a special pres¬ 
idential‘decree all harriera to fradc 

With Israel were dismantled. Bua 

ness began catching up, trades 

here said, just one year 
Merest section office established 

in Colombo. 
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Prices slashed in Meat Dept. 

Frozen mini chicken, per kilo 
(packofS) 

3.42 

Smoked breast of beef, per kilo 

Maadanel Dan 

18.00 

Schnitzeton, per kilo 

HodLavan 

9.79 


Flight ticket winners so fan 

★ LeslieTolding — Raanana 

★ Batia Ben-Yosef—Holon 

★ Zahava Levi—Jerusalem 

★ Orit Yehezkel — Petah Tikva 
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ECONOMIC NEWS _ 


Kuwaiti oiJ minister warns that prices could fell to $5 

Oil drops below $15 a barrel for first time since 1979 


Thursday, February 20.1986 The Jerusalem Post Page Eight 


NEW YORK. - Crude oil prices 
pluneed below S15 a barrel for the 
first time in seven years Tuesday, hit 
by nervous trading that dealers attri¬ 
buted to intensified pessimism about 
the outlook for the oversupplied 
market. 

The price for April deb'very of 
West Texas Intermediate, the best- 
known U.S. crude, fell to $14.77 
dollars for a 42-gallon barrel on the 
New York Mercantile Exchange, 
down SI.24 from the previous ses¬ 
sion’s close. 

A gallon is 3.8 litres. 

Prices of other petroleum pro¬ 
ducts also dropped, notably home¬ 
heating oil for April delivery, down 
2.68 cents, to 49.88 cents a* gallon, 
and unleaded petrol, down 3.20 


cents, to 43.55 cents a gallon. 

■’ft seems a lot of this is a 
momentum-type thing, panic-type 
selling,” said Peter Beutel, assistant 
director of Rudolf Wolff Futures 
Inc., an energy futures trader in New 
York. 

In London, falling North Sea oil 
prices breached another key barrier 
on the European spot market yester¬ 
day, dropping below $15 for the first 
time since 1979- 

Madison Galbraith, senior energy 
specialist with Merrill Lynch energy 
futures in New York, said the price 
slide seemed to gain a life of its own 
after West Texas Intermediate 
broke below the $15.50 level earlier 
in the day. 

It was the lowest price for West 


Texas Intermediate since the New 
York Mercantile Exchange began 
trading that grade in 1983. Industry 
analysts said it was the lowest price 
paid for any oil on the open market 
since early 1979. before the Iranian 
revolution disrupted world supplies. 

Uncertainty about the outlook for 
oil intensified after Mexico, a non- 
Opec producer, cut prices last week 
to an average of $15 a barrel. Some 
dealers also said there was anxiety 
because of no indication that pro¬ 
duction by other countries will de¬ 
cline. 

More signs of a long-term slump 
came when three U.S. oil companies 
said they have reduced their posted 
prices, the contract prices they pay 
producers, by up to $2 a barrel for 


various grades of crude. 

Prices on the open market have 
dropped by more than 50 per cent 
since November because of a strug¬ 
gle between the once-migbty Orga¬ 
nization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries and oon-Opec producers. 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti OQ Minister 
Sheik Aii Khalifa al-Sabah has 
warned in Bahrain that oil prices 
could dip as low as $5 a barrel if Opec 
and non-Opec oil producers “con¬ 
tinued to defend only individual in¬ 
terests.” 

- He confirmed that the cartel was 
planning an emergency session on 
March 15 or 16 in Geneva' to develop 
a combined Opec position in the face 
of die “deteriorating” world oil mar¬ 
ket situation. 


Sheik Ali, in Manama to attend a 
joint Gulf Arab Aluminum project, 
told the Associated Press that there 
was stOJ a chance of arresting the 
downslide in world oil prices “if 
Opec and non-Opec producers wake 
up to the dangerous situation they 
are facing.” 

“But if each country continues to 
think it can improve its position by 
defending only its own interests, 
then no doubt the prices will keep on 
dropping,” he said. 

Asked if he still held to his pessi¬ 
mistic assessment that these prices 
would drop to as low as S10 a barrel. 
Sheik Ali commented “I was riot 
being pessimistic, but if the situation 
does not change, the prices could 
even drop to $5 a barrel.” (AP.Rwux) 



A dismal outlook as Texas counts the cost of the slump 


In Dallas “The Yellow Rose of 
Texas"’ is drooping these days, as the 
oil-rich state calculates the impact of 
the world-slump in prices. 

Dallas's glamour television soap- 
opera oil millionaires may be un¬ 
affected by these dramatic develop¬ 
ments. but in real life state leaders 
and the business community are 
worried about how to weather the 
worst economic climate in decades. 

The state's year-long 150th birth¬ 
day party celebrations, honoured 
this week with a visit from Britain's 
Prince Charles, are taking place 
against a sombre economic back¬ 
ground. 


State Comptroller Bob Bullock 
estimates that for every dollar the 
price drops, state coffers lose $100 
million in annual tax revenue. That 
may mean education reforms grud¬ 
gingly adopted by the State Legisla¬ 
ture to boost academic standards 
may have to be cut, as Texas faces a 
shortfall of up to $1.5 billion. 

Harold Gross, economist at 
Southern Methodist University, 
found in a study that Texas could 
lose 250,000 jobs and $30b. in pri¬ 
vate purchasing power if oil prices 
were to stick at $15 a barrel. 

He forecast a dismal outlook to 
the end of the decade, one more 


familiar to Detroit car assemblyline 
workers and Pittsburgh steel work¬ 
ers than to West Texas wildcatters, 
who borrowed money expecting oil 
to reach $50 a barrel. 

Banks, retailers, restaurants and 
other .service businesses will soon 
feel a ripple effect as more small oil 
companies and drilling contractors 
go out of business. Gross said. 

Despite widely-hailed efforts to 
diversify its economy, Texas has lost 
118,000 manufacturing jobs and fal¬ 
len below the national average in 
personal income over the past two 
years. 

Signs of the times are everywhere. 


At a recent house foreclosure sale 
held by the Veterans’ Administra¬ 
tion in Houston, several buyers 
needed only credit cards to buy 
three-bedroom homes for less than 
$5,000. 

And in a sharp blow to its affluent 
image, a Harvard University task 
force recently said Texas had more 
counties with residents living in 
poverty than any other U.S. state. 

Even Dallas, the Texan city most 
frequently singled out as a model of a 
diversified urban economy, is feeling 
the effects. Atlantic Richfield two 
weeks ago announced a layoff of 


3.000 white-collar workers, nearly a 
third of its Dallas workforce. 

The downturn will last at least 10 
years, predicts John Falb, Vice- 
president of Texas’ largest bank. 
Republic Bank. 

The trend is especially worrisome 
for Republic and other Texas banks, 
which fuelled their spectacular 
growth in the 1970s with energy, 
international and real estate loans. 

Despite the state's sagging for¬ 
tunes, many Texans insist its mOd 
climate, non-union workers and lack 
of a state income tax will keeping 
luring non-energy businesses to 
some cities. 


Belt-tightening, merger as paving stone firms hit hard times 


By MACABEE DEAN 
TEL AVIV. - The Ackerstein (in¬ 
terlocking decorative paving stones) 
company has announced that it has 
bought the division of the Hamaslu! 
firm which makes competing pro¬ 
ducts. The shares of both companies 
are traded on the Tel Aviv Stock 
Exchange, and Ackerstein’s acquisi¬ 
tion gives it an estimated 70 per cent 
of the total market in this area. 

Hamaslu!, which is located in 
Netanya, will continue to specialize 
in other areas, specifically parts for 
prefabricated structures, and build¬ 
ing sports grounds, gardens and de¬ 
velopment projects. 

Ackerstein’s announcement was 
made at a press conference given by 
Giora Ackerstein. chairman of the 


board; Nathan Hetz, managing 
director; and Shlomo Eisenberg, an 
outside financial consultant. 

Under the acquisition deal. Ack¬ 
erstein paid Hamaslul $510,000 for 
its facilities, patents, good-will, and 
an agreement not to go into the same 
business again. Half of this sum was 
in cash; the other half will be paid in 
12 monthly payments. 

Ackerstein will also rent Hamas- 
lul's production equipment for 
$25.(XX) a month for the next ten 
years, with the option of renewing 
for another ten years at the same 
price. Ackerstein also has an option 
to buy this equipment for $4.5m., 
paid over 72 months, with the figure 
6f $4.5m. including all interest. ' 

The speakers pointed out that the 


Protecting U.S. jobs from imports 


BAL HARBOUR (AP). - House 
Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill pre¬ 
dicted this week that Congress 
would pass veto-proof legislation 
this year aimed at protecting Amer¬ 
ican jobs from imports. 

“I feel confident that with the 
(November Congressional) election, 
we'll be able to override the Presi¬ 
dent’s veto," O’Neill told reporters 
after meeting with the 35-member 
executive council of the AFL-CIO, 
the largest conferation of labour un¬ 
ions in the U.S. 

Referring to President Ronald 
Reagan's successful veto in Decem¬ 
ber of a trade bill limited to protect¬ 
ing textiles, shoes and copper. 


O'Neill said: “An election makes a 
big difference.” 

Blaming textile and apparel im¬ 
ports for a loss of674,000 jobs in that 
industry, in 1984. the 13-million- 
member AFL-CIO had made the bill 
limiting further imports one of its top 
two legislative priorities last year. 

“America just can’t be kicked 
around by every nation of the 
world,” O’Neill said. “The time has 
come for us to be fair traders. ” 

The AFL-CIO is on record as 
supporting a half-dozen trade bills 
pending in Congress, including one 
that would place an immediate 25 
per cent surcharge on imports from 
countries with large U.S. trade sur¬ 
pluses. 


six companies active in the field of 
interlocking paving stones had seen 
a sharp drop in sales over the past 
few years. For example, while total 
production of all six plants in 1983/84 
had been $30 million, that figure 
dropped to $20m. in the 1985/86 
fiscal year. 

Ackerstein itself had cut its pro¬ 
duction much more sharply, “be¬ 
cause unlike our competitors, we 
refused to sell at a loss; we knew that 
in the long run the only way to stay in 
business was to make a profit.” 

If Ackerstein's sales were almost 
SlOm. in 1983/84, they dropped to 
$7m. in 1984/85, and in 1985/86 they 
"were only $5m. 

The acquisition of the Hamaslul 
division, which also produced goods 


Amendment would limit 
new taxi licenses 

The Knesset Economic Committee 
yesterday completed the draft of an 
amendment limiting the number of 
additional taxi licenses, issuable . 
annually according to thesurtmf the • 
market. 

The committee pot oat a statement 
noting that today there are too many 
taxis chasing too few pssengers. This 
is because of the regulations whereby 
the Transport Ministry is compelled 
to give a taxi license to any driver 
with enough seniority, a good record, 
and a minimal number of other qual¬ 
ifications. 

Disabled IDF veterans will get first 
daim on the annual quota, after 
which the remainder wfll be distri¬ 
buted- by casting lots 


valued at $5m. last year, should give 
Ackerstein sales of about $10m. The 
company intends to increase its pro¬ 
fits through larger sales, despite the 
cost of the acquisition. Its profits 
were only NIS 235m. (after tax) for 
the first six months of fiscal 1985/86. 
A figure which if prorated for the 
entire fiscal year will show an 11 per 
cent drop in profits over the previous 
year. 

The jump in profits is expected to 
come from the combination of func¬ 
tions of the two divisions. While 120 
men produced S5m. worth of goods a 
year at Ackerstein's two plants . in 
Herzliya and Yeroham, an addition¬ 
al 20 persons will bring production 
up to $10m. Marketing and other 
overhead expenses will not increase. 


Moreover, since a recent govern¬ 
ment regulation states that any pub¬ 
lic building project must favour 
buying from a company in a develop¬ 
ment area, the Yeroham plant 
should have a sharp upswing in sales. 

Furthermore, the company notes 
that “the construction of public and 
private building,,which is now in a 
slump, does not go hand in hand with 
the use of paving stones. Many 
firms, which have no intention of 
building, are improving the looks of 
the sidewalks outside their com¬ 
panies by using our paving stones.” 

As for the Hamaslul division in 
Netanya, it has already fired 85 of its 
120 workers, leaving 35, some of 
whom may be employed by Acker¬ 
stein. 
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Astoria hotel staff 
battle against dismissal 

eer accept bookings for functions. 

By GREER FAY CASHMAN g t till continue to rent rooms to : 

Jerusalem Post Reporter guests till the closing date. The 

Some 250 employees of the Astor- * oresem rate of occupancy is 
ia Hotel in Tel Aviv, who last Friday hover j n e at 20 per cent, 
received dismissal notices, are ae- work went on as usual yesterday 
manding that the letters be res- ^ had no lnk1ing that any- 

cinded. The workers. 57 of whom Qnce the hotel closes,, 

have been employed at the hotel for | not re open for another three 
seven years, say that they want to depending on how long it 

continue in their present positions ou t a refurbishing 

when ownership of the hotel is trans- ‘ amme . Workers are concerned 

"tSd- Chain has initialled an 

agreement to purchase the property. g h ^ chain will take on 

but the agreement does not include oh a trial basis only, andthis 

taking over staff. However the D;ut ^acceptable to the Astoria em- 
chain has indicated that it is pre- . who insist on transfer of 
pared to absorb approximately 70 ploy ^ ^ ^ |enior|ty ^ 

"wEE d *t a^prable to the staff -efils P™*>” ri S hts ‘ 

committee, the workers want a writ- tfae sa j e goes through, the 

ten undertaking from either the Dan * 5toria w hicb was previously 
chain, the Basel Corporation which ^ the Laromme, will under¬ 

manages the Astona, or the present aQOther name change and will 
owners of the hotel that those staf- g ecome the Dan panorama. 

fers who will not remain at the _ 

Astoria will be guaranteed similar A Dan spokesman was not at all 
employment elsewhere. perturbed yesterday that the Astona 

At a meeting yesterday between has been the white elephant on the 
staff representatives and spokesmen Tel Aviv-Jaffa beachfront. Whoev- 
for the owners and management, the er thought of putting it there, ne 
staff delivered an ultimatum to come said, “had great virion. The tounst 
up with concrete proposals bv noon industry is expanding south in the 
today. direction of Jaffa. In the final anaiy- 

The 504-room hotel is due to close sis," he predicted, “the Astoria will 
on March 15. Management no Ion- become an important asset. 

British merger to create 
£1.2 billion textile giant 


Singapore to expand its banking role 


SINGAPORE (Reuter). - Singa¬ 
pore must strive to become Asia's 
Switzerland of banking by increasing 
its money market activity, a key 
report to the government- said re¬ 
cently. : ■. 

The report, compiled by a com¬ 
mittee under acting Trade Minister 
Lee Hsien Leung, son of Prime 
Minister Lee Kuan Yew, is expected 
to form the basis for new economic 
policies designed to puli the country 
out of a severe economic recession. 

The 300-page report is being 
issued piecemeal and tbe latest re¬ 
commendations cover suggestions 
for improving business activity in 
various service sectors. 

The reported growth of Singa¬ 


pore's banking faltered recently be¬ 
cause of the growing importance of 
Japan, where banking laws have 
been liberalized. 

“As a financial centre, Singapore 
is now at a crossroads." the report 
said. Over the next 10 years it should 
aim to develop into a premier finan¬ 
cial centre. 


COKE. - The Sudan government 
has decided to ban Coca-Cola. A 
statement by the cabinet said the 
cabinet said the ban was imposed to 
“assert Sudan's commitment to the 
policies of the Arab League.” 


By JERRY LEWIS 
LONDON. - Iranian-born textiles 
bbssfDavid-Alliance looks set ter take 
charge of Britain's largest textile 
company when the merger between 
his Vantona Viyella group and the 
Glasgow-based Coats Patons Com¬ 
pany goes through. The merger 
already has the approval of both 
boards and the combined company, 
to be known as Coats Viyella, will be 
worth £1.2 billion. 

Alliance, who plays a prominent 
role in Jewish philanthropic circles, 
emigrated to Lancashire 33 years 
ago and successfully rebuilt his tex¬ 
tiles company after the industry's 



ACROSS 

1 What misers think bank 
managers devote their time 
to (5, 7) 

8 A high level drink Paul gets 
excited about (7) 

9 A passage from “ Tristan." 
perhaps (71 

11 Puzzles for those who aim at | 
refinement (7) 

12 He sat about before be put 
tbe sword away (7) 

13 In Amritsar I saw wbat tbe 
women wear (5) 

14 Take an innkeeper's part? 

„ < 3 ' $ 4 > 

16 A planning expert from tbe 
Arctic (9) 

19 America has vessel outside a 
port in Korea (5) 

21 Naval man ringing army 
doctors for public transport 
(7) 

23 A piece of work, maybe (7> 

24 Bade payments are best, 
perhaps (7) 

25 A cheeky chappie from Dur¬ 
ham sternly rebuked! (7) 

26 The time we are now going 
through (7, 5) 


DOWN 

1 Keep turning in bed? (7) 

2 Stacks of chalk required for 
dressmaking dasses (7) 

3 Burke’s associate signing off 
tbe allotment to which you 
are entitled? (4, 5) 

4 Wbat Japan now exports to 
USA. by arrangement (5) 

5 Saharan nomads for whom 
harbour vessels are brought 

(7) 

6 The Italian dish Bex is to 
turn to (7) 

7 No work gets done when he 
takes tbe dass (6, 6) 

10 Great pleasure to which tbe 
supermarket shopper may 




15 Spurs have helped to make 
it famous (9) 

1? Room for discussion at West¬ 
minster (7) 

18 Eggs it's nice to scramble (7) 

19 A pedlar who rides to 
bounds? (7) 

20 Slight wound that’s uo handi¬ 
cap (7) 

22 Rinse suitably mixed up? (5) 



GENERAL ASSISTANCE 



EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem: Idal, Kiryat Hayovel Commer¬ 
cial Centre, 415081; Balsam, Salah Eddin, 
272315: Shu'afac.Shu’afat Road. 810108; 
Dar AJdawa. Herod's Gate, 282058. 

Tel Aviv: Boss, 66 Frishman, 237326; 
Kupat Halim Clalit. 7 Amsterdam, 225142. 
Netanya: Kupat Holim Leumit, 9 Smilans- 
ki. 38053. 

Haifa: Hanassi, 33 Sd. Hanessi, 333312. 

DUTY HOSPITALS 


Jerusalem: Bifcur Holim (pediatrics). 
Shaare Zedek (internal, obstetrics), Hadas- 
sah EJC (surgery, orthopedics, opthalmolo- 
gy. E.N.T.). 

Tel Aviv: Rokah (pediatrics, internal, 
surgery). 

Netanya: Laniado (obstetrics, gynecology, 
internal, surgery, pediatrics). 


FIRST AID 


Magen David Adorn emergency phone 
numbers (round the dock service). 


Ashdod 41333 Jerusalem'523133 

Ashkelon 23333 Kiron 344442 

Bat Yam *5511111 Kiryat Shm ona *44 334 

Beensheba 74767 Nahariya *92333 3 

Carmiel *988555 Netanya *23333 

Dan Region *781111 PetahTikva *9231111 

Eilat 7233 Rehovot *451333 

Hadera 22333 Rlshon LaZion 942333 

Haifa *512233 Safed 30333 

Hatzor 36333 Tel Aviv *240111 

Holon 803133 Tiberias *9(7111 

Mobile Intensive Care Unit fMltiI) ser¬ 
vice in the area around the dock. 

101 Emergency phone number in most 


Rape Crisis Centre (24 hours),for help call, 
Tel Aviv, 234819, Jerusalem - 245554, and. 
Haifa 88791. 

Jerusalem Institute for Drug Problems. 

Tel. 663828,863902,14 Bethlehem Rd. 

The National Poison Control Centre at 
Rambam Hospital, phone (04)529205, for 
emergency calls, 24 hours a day, for in¬ 
formation in case of poisoning. 

Kupat Holim i nf orm ati on Centre Tel. 
03-433300, 433500 Sunday-Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Fridays 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Ministry of Education 
and Culture 
Culture and Art Dept. 
Finland - Israel Association 


experts had predicted immense diffi¬ 
culties. especially in view of stiff 
competition from the Far East. 

He rescued Carrington Viyella in 
1982 and figures just released show 
that his Vantona group's pre-tax 
profits for last year rose to £52. lm. 
as compared with £42.4m. the year 
before. 

Vantona's bid for the Scottish- 
based thread and textiles company is 
worth£734m., and even though their 
shareholders will own 60 per cent of 
the new combine, there is little 
doubt that Alliance will become king 
of British textiles. 


ADVERTISING RATES 
CLASSIFIED SECTION: Monday/ 
Wednesday. Minimum 8 words, 
NIS 11.23; each additional word, 
NIS 1.41. Friday and holiday eves, 
minimum 8 words. NIS 14.81; each 
addfttonal word, NIS 1.B5. 

WHATS ON; NIS 5.75 per fine. DaHy. 
NIS 115.74 per line per month. 

ALL RATES INCLUDE VAT. 
DEADLINES: Al our offices - Jerusalem, 
Monday/Wednesday - 10 a.m. previous 
day. Friday - 5 p.m. on Wednesday; Tel 
Aviv and Haifa - 12 noon, 2 days before 
pubfication. Ads accepted at offices of 77w 
Jerusalem Post (see masthead on back 
page) and all recognised advertising 
agencies. 


Jerusalem Municipality 
Culture Dept. 


POLICE _ 

Pill lOO in mot pa r ts of the c ount ry, in 
Tiberias dial 924444, IGryat Shmona 
4444-. 

FUGHTS 


"Eran" — Mental Haaftfi fir** Aid. Tal: 24-Houre Flight Information Service- 

Jerusalem 227171, Tel Aviv 261111/2, Haifa Call 03-9712484 (multi-line). Arrivals Only 
672222. Beersheba 418111, Netanya 35316. (Taped Message) 03-381111 (20 lines) 


QfflCK CR0SSW0W 

ACROSS 
1 Seemly 
4 Ankle covering 
7 Shuttlecock game 


9 Scorch 

10 Headland 
U Viper 

18 Almost 
14 Stew 


Biiliaaiaaia 


■ ■ ama 
□■■■■■ an 


■ ■ £■■■■ i 

jbbj ■ ■ m 


15 Special aptitude 
17 Its in chapters 

19 Part of Cheroot 

20 Rome 
22 Staunch 

2S Preventable 

24 Types of 

hard wearing cloth 

25 Range 

DOWN 

1 Clergyman 

2 Tapering fruit 

3 Core 

4 Sex 

5 Golf-dob 

S Reddish-brows 

7 WooHen helmet 

8 Confer about terms 

11 Unaccompanied 

12 Talks wildly 

15 Butt 

16 Large ungulates 

allied to 
rhinoceroses 

17 Staid 

18 Mourn 
SI Wicked 
22 Long cut 


Yesterday’s Solution 


aconaos sdqe e 
3GHIlEnED£J 
□□EEnnSQEHHDEiOH 

□ □□ciEBcaa 

assn onstua sasa 
s q □ a m □ a h 
□□□□ana □□aaaaQ 
□ □ □ a 

3QEIDI3EDQ QQOamnS 
aEBEHSEJB 
QHBE3 nntaniH eqdh 
HDQCiaaBB 
ESOBDEDEEEEEDED 

□ □HBQaEEi 
Q EQEE EEQOEJEE 


9U1CK SOLUTION 
ACROSS; X Affor. 4 parent, 9 
Mazurka, IS Equal, 11 Nark. 12 
Courage, 13 Hay, 14 Edge, IS Her. 
U Ape, 20 Washing, 21 Acme, 24 
Llama, 2S Taxicab, 24 Entree, 27 
Tribe. DOWN: 1 Almond. 2 Razor, 
3 Bare, 5 Adequate, § Emulate, 7 
Talked, S Saucy, 13 Hesitate. 15 
Distant, 17 Twelve. U Agate. 19 
Pebble. 22 Cacti, 23 Exit. 


International Cultural Centre for Youth in Jerusalem 

Special Concert 

will take place at 

the International Cultural Centre for Youth 
with the participation of: 

Zamir Choir, Finland 

conducted by Leo Skorenik 

LC.C.Y. Chamber Orchestra 

conducted by Oscar Gershensohn 
Programme: - 

Works from the visiting choir’s repertoire 
(Finnish, Yiddish, Hebrew) 


Egmont Overture by Beethoven 
‘‘Military” Symphony No. 100 by Haydn 

The concert be held at the LC.C.Y. Auditorium, 

12A Reh- Emek Refa’im, TeL66144/6/6. Buses: 4,4A, 14,18 
TONIGHT at 7 pjn. 

The concert is dedicated to the United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency Fund. 
Contributions will be appreciated. 
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Banks lower interest today 


no-choice 

boom 

^ Boom time has come round again 
S on the Td Aviv Stock Exchange -at 
\ least as far as .the share market is 
% concerned. Once again, therefore, 
«, the question arises: is this round of 
i, rises a fundamental change of direc¬ 
ti tion in the market, which has been in 
r> a primarily declining trend since 
i- January 1583, or is it just another 
t-’ correction of greater or lesser force, 
which wiU soon peter out. 

Even if it is the latter, it mav not be 

anything to sniff at. The last big rally, 

in July-August last year, carried the 
< whole share market up by 100% in 
i seven weeks, and numerous issues 

tripled and quadrupled their value in 
that time. 

But it was followed by the renewal 
of the downtrend, and the market at 
the end of January and even as late as 
the end of last week, was at generally 
; very low levels. 

But the assumption at this point 
% must be. pending convincing evi¬ 
dence to the contrary, that the cur¬ 
rent rally is also a temporary affair. 
The reasons for this assumption are 
not limited to the basic technical rule 
that until a major downtrend is 
broken, it must be considered in 
place. There are other factors as well. 

The first of these is the lack of 
volume to date. The turnover in 
non-“arrangement” shares this 
week, following the negative CPI for 
January announced last Friday, has 
not been higher than N1S 6.5 billion, 
or some $4.4 million. This is better 
than- it was earlier this month and 
last, but stfll for from overwhelming. 

The breadth of the rally has been 
impressive, in that almost all shares 
have participated in the upswing and 
only a few have fallen, even in the 
profit-taking attempt on Tuesday. 

But the depth has been lacking, 
with surprisingly few “buyers only** 

- - situations developing, as a propor- 
v tion of the total number of advances. 

This indicates that the urge to buy 
Is by no means a panic, and sellers are 
readily providing the supply to keep 
the market liquid. The fact that, even 
with so few “buyers only*’ the 
volume has still not taken off, rein¬ 
forces the poor impressioD that the 
turnover figures create, as already 
noted. 

Finally, and most fundamentally 
of all, the failure of the bond market 
to catch fire highligh ts the exposed 
position of the share market. 

In every normal economy a pre¬ 
condition for an equity boom is the 
foil of yields and rise in prices in the 
bond and fixed-income markets that 
indicates a change in the direction of 
the economy. In Israel, too, - even if 
we are unused to the idea — 4 k 
inevitable precursor of real economic 
growth, and hence of a real share 
boom, will be the foil in bond yields 
and an active market for long-term 
bonds and short-term Treasury bills. 

This week, as interest rates feD, the 
bond market dropped and the Treas¬ 
ury bill sector remained dormant. 

What then is going on? 

The share market Is benefiting 
from a number of fevourable influ¬ 
ences that have come together. The 
CPI of minus 1.3% convinced inves¬ 
tors that there is no devaluation on 
the horizon. 

Index-linked bonds also feU out of 
fervour, as if they didn’t pay interest 
as well, as linkage. Bank deposits 
were also shunned, as the monthly 
rate of return dropped to about 
1.5%, which is now too low to attract 

and bold funds. 

Furthermore, talk of “growth” or 
at least of help to aiHng companies, 
ha s given relief to those who feared 
that (he list of bankruptcies would 
grow ever longer. 

. Oil price falls must help industry, 
% as well. The ructions in the cabinet 
* advance the prospect of early elec¬ 
tions, and hence (he likelihood that 
the rigours of the current monetary 
policy will be relaxed and that the 

; Treasury taps will be opened again. 

All paths lead to a period of easy 
money, in every sense of the tern 

The best place to find it is still at the 

Tel Aviv Stock Exdmnge, and if the 
political-economic winds don t 
change direction then there is no 
reason to believe that tin share mar¬ 
ket will either. __ 

AG REEM ENT - Kuwait and the 
Soviet Union have signed an econo¬ 
mic., agreement covering oil and 
trade cooperation. A joint comnnt- 

- tee is also to be setup, headed by the 
^ oil ministers of the two countries. 

JORDAN. - Jordan and India re¬ 
newed a commercial agreement 
under which they will exchange 
gootfe worth about $200 million in 

' 198ft. ‘ 


PINHAS LANDAU 
p <wt Finance Reporter 
TEL AVTV. - The price of money is 
going down again today. This means 
that borrowing will become less ex¬ 
pensive for both personal overdrafts 
and business loans, and that deposits 
in unlinked shekel accounts ( tapas, 
pakam and the like) will earn less 
interest. 

All the main commercial banks 
are dropping the prime borrowing 
rate by 0.7%, to a new level of 
1.75% monthly. Here, however, is 
where the uniformity ends. With the 
recent introduction of expanded per¬ 
sonal overdraft facilities, the rates 
and terms of overdrafts at the banks 
vary wildly. 

The table below summarizes the 
main rates now being charged in 
each bank. The following is by way 
of explanation of the figures given. 

The maximum allowable over¬ 
draft is the amount each bank may 
allot its customers at the interest 
rates given, and without charging 
commissions for “granting a line of 
credit. "The ceiling varies from bank 
to bank and eligibility in each bank 
depends on the individual custom¬ 
er’s standing, the amount of business 
he transacts there, and his ability to 
’■cany" the payments on the loan. 

At First International, any cus¬ 
tomer can receive the overdraft facil¬ 
ity. but he will be asked to put up 
collateral for the amount he re¬ 
ceives. In fact. First International 
used the occasion of reducing its 
interest rates to slip in an update of 
its overdraft ceiling from NIS 1.000 
to NIS 1,500, so as to catch up with 
the other banks who had overtaken 
it. 

The rate charged on these over¬ 
drafts is not always uniform. At 
Leumi and First Int’l. customers will 


pay the same rate, 2.75%. however 
much his overdraft ceiling is, up to 
NIS 1,500 limit. 

At Hapoalim the rate depends on 
the overdraft ceiling. A customer 
who asks for, and receives NIS 500, 
will pay only 2.25% interest until 
that level - the lowest in the system, 
if he is unwilling to make do with 
that small amount, and seeks up to 
NIS 1.500. he will pay 2.75% - on 
the whole amount, not on the part 
above NIS 500. If he asks for and 
gets NIS 2,000, he will pay 3.75% 
again on the whole amount. 

Discount has differential rates as 
well, but in bands. Borrowers of up 
to NIS 500 will pay 2.75% for that 
amount, while those receiving larger 
overdrafts will pay progressively 
more - on the marginal increments, 
with a maximum level of 3.75% for 
the highest levels. 

Mizrahi doesn't allow salary- 
earners an overdraft of more than 
NIS 2.500 with the NIS 5000 mark 
available only to professionals and 
businessmen. The more the custom¬ 
er borrows, the more he pays for the 
marginal increment. 


People who exceed their allotted 
overdraft, however much that may 
be, will be charged for the extra 
amounts at the excess rates. These 
also vary, wirh First Int'l by for the 
cheapest, at 1% above the autho¬ 
rized rate. Leumi and Hapoalim 
charge an extra 1.75%, Discount 
adds 2% and Mizrahi 2.25%. 

AH these excess rates are based on 
the assumption that the bank mana¬ 
ger allows the customer to stand 
overdrawn by the amount in ques¬ 
tion. and does not simply return his 
cheques. 

For business borrowers, the cost 
of borrowing will fall by 0.75% on 
their authorized lines of credit. 
These are based on the prime rate, 
and vary by between 0.5 and 2% 
above that rate, depending on the 
customer’s quality. 

Excess rates for debit balances 
above the authorized limits will be 
charged at 1.75% above the rate on 
authorized credit in banks Leumi. 
Hapoalim and First int'l, at 2% more 
in Discount and at 2.25% more in 
Mizrahi. All rates are monthly and 
all figures are NIS. 


COMPARATIVE INTEREST RATES, WITH EFFECT FROM FEBRUARY 20 



LEUMI 

hapoalim 

DISCOUNT 

MIZRAHI 

FIRST 

INT'L 

Maximum Over¬ 
draft allowed 

1.50U 

:.*oo 

3.000 

5.000 

1.500 

Interest 
rates oo 
overdrafts 

2.75% 

to 50(1,2.25% 
fo 1500.2.75% 
10 2000.3.75% 

to 500,2.75% 
500-2000 
2.75-3.75% 

from 2.75% 

IO 

5.00% 

2.75% 

Exceed rates 

1.75% 

1.75% 

2.00% 

2.25% 

1.00% 

Prime rate 

1.75% 

1.75% 

1.75% 

1.75% 

1.75% 

Excess rate 
for businesses 

1 1.75% 

1.75% 

2.00% 

2.25% 

1.75% 


Judge scores government for 
turning blind eye to 6 grey economy’ 


TEL AVTV (Itim). - The govern¬ 
ment was harshly criticized yester¬ 
day in the district court here for 
permitting the “grey economy” to 
flourish under its nose while it 
sought to remedy the countiy's eco¬ 
nomic ills by taking from the poor. 

Judge Shoshana Berman was 
hearing the case against a former 
bank manager, Avraham Berger, 
who had left bis bank job to join an 
investment firm serving as go- 
between in the money market. 

Since some of those who used the 
firm's services to lend their money at 
higher interest rates than they could ■ 
receive through the banks deman¬ 
ded that borrowers supply bank 
guarantees. Berger had arranged 
with his successor at the Herzliya 
branch of t be Mizrahi Bank to supp¬ 
ly forged guarantees. 


The fraud came to light when one 
of the lenders tried to call in his loans 
and [earned that the guarantees he 
held were worthless. 

Berger, said the prosecution, was 
only a small fish and bad certainly 
not invented the system of the “grey 
economy.” The bigger fish would 
presumably be brought to court one 
day. 

But meanwhile. Berger had 
cooperated fully with the police, 
who bad been astounded at the size 
of the money market which he had 
revealed to them. 

The prosecutor also painted out 
that the “grey market” vitiated gov¬ 
ernment supervision of monetary 
activity since it tended to push up the 
amount of money in circulation and 
thus increased inflation. 

After plea bargaining, whose de¬ 


tails the court ordered kept secret, 
Berger is to serve only one year in 
prison. 

Berman scored the government 
for allowing the grey market to flour¬ 
ish so vigorously. 

The judge said she heard daily of 
the need to cut millions from the 
budget, even of intended cuts in 
pensions and other measures against 
the poor. Yet at the same time, the 
government permitted others to play 
with millions. While the government 
clamped down on credit, others had 
credit to offer in the hundreds of 
millions of dollars, and there were 
plenty of takers, again because of 
government policy. In the middle 
were the brokers, and everyone in- 
volvsdJbecamezich, to the detriment 
of the economy as a whole. 



MARKET STATISTICS 


Indices: 

General Share Index 100.94 +1.09% 


Non-Bank Index 

Arrangement 

Insurance 


109.13 +2.07% 
97 JO +0.58% 
11038 +3.98% 


Commerce, Services 107.81 +1.95% 


Real Estate 
industrials 
Textiles 
Metals 
Electron tas 
Chemicals 
Industrial tnvst 
Investment Cos. 


123.01 +348% 
105J3 +1.72% 
125.14 +1.71% 
10344 +3.52% 
95.70 +141% 
103.54 +048% 
11268 +3.18% 
11343 +249% 


General Bond Index 9642+0.08% 
Index-linked Bonds 97.00 +042% 

Fully-linked 9846 +049% 

Partially-linked 9643 +0.12% 

Dollar-linked Bonds 95.84 -0.48% 

Short-term 0-2 yrs 97.26 -0.08% 

Medium-term 2-5 yrs 9647 +018% 

Long-term 5+ yrs 95.81 -0.06% 


Turnovers: 

Shares-total NIS 6460,100 

Arrangement NIS 1460,600 

Non-bank NIS 5.100400 

Bonds-total NIS 2.649.000 

Index-linked NIS 1498,500 

Dollar-linked NIS 1450,500 

Treasury Bills NIS 2462,700 

Share Movements: 

Advances 269 (1681 

of which 5%+ 57 (33) 

"buyers only" 17 (10) 

Declines 37 (1131 

of which 5%- 10 (20) 

“sellers only" 2 (2) 

Unchanged 82 (122) 

Trading Halt 46 (41) 

Bond Market Trends: 

Index-linked 

3% fully-linked Mixed to 3% 


445% fully-linked Rises to 445% 
80% linked Mostly stable 

90% linked Mostly stable 

Double-linked Mixed to 2% 

Dollar-linked 

Admon Fallsto14% 

Rimon Falls to 04% 

Gilboa Falls to 0.5% 

For. Curr. 

denominated Mixed to 2% 

Treasury Bills 

(monthly yield) 143% to 146% 

Arrangement yields: 

IDBord. 14.66% 

Union 0.1 1440% 

Discount A 1447% 

Mizrahi r. 14.57% 

Hapoalim r. 14.52% 

General A 14.18% 

Leumi stock 14.75% 

Rn. Trade 1 1248% 


SELECTED PRICE QUOTATIONS 


Name ■> Price Volume % 

VOON/S change 

Commercial Banks 

(not pert of "arrangement") 
Maritime 1 811 1721 +0.1 

first int'l 3015 4636 +4.7 

FtBI 2960 • 8087 +5.0 

Commercial Banks 

(part of "arrangement") 


Trade & Services 


MeirEzra 
Supersol 2 
Deleter 
Lighterage 
Cold Storage 
Dan Hotals 
Vardan Hotai' 
HI Ion 1 
Team 1 


4000 165 -2 A 

4180 988 +44 

3855 1483 

7779 25 +5.4 

670 346 -44 

3600 70 +54 

1915 2 -0.8 

6645 b.o.1 +5.0 

1800 687 +24 


IDBr 

, Union 0.1 
'Discount 
Mizrahi 
Hapoalim r 
General A 
Leumi 0.1 
fin. Trade 


74050 226 
55310 9 
94700 68 
30540 922 
50460 '704 
130000 20 
31905 1112 
43601 3 


Mortgage Banks 

Leumi Mortr 3540 564 

ass £ 

US? 58 A 

Financial Institutions 

AaricC 23631 '■ 

lnd.Dav.DD no trading 
Clal Leasing 0.1 4960 1 


Insurance 

Ararat 0.1 r. 

Hassnehr 

Phoenix 0.1 

Hsmishnw 

Menorahl 

Saharr 

Zion Hold. 1 


3500 283 
2640 3925 
1305 1010 
4770 20 
5700 16 
2800 206 
9200 6 


Real Estate, Building and 
Agriculture 

Azorim 3100 3980 +9.2 

Ellon 981 661 +02 

Africa ter. 0.1 35300 ' 210 +24 

Dankner 3040 694 . +4.1 

Prop. & Bldg. 2375 3115 +24 

Bays tde 0.1 3735 77 

ILDCr 340000 528 +34 

Rasscor 2378 b.o.1 +5.0 

Mehadrin 11550 293 +5.0 

Hedarim 1061 3870 +64 

Industrials 

Dubekb 2640 688 +34 

Pri-Zel 4090 1402 +0.7 

Sunfrost 4965 54 

Bite 9890 183 

Adgar 514 870 -14 

A rgamanr 6700 196 - 

Delta G1 - 4040 863 +34 

Msquettel 18500 - ‘ 

Eagle 1 9500 148 +44 

PolgatO.1 8860 202 

School ten na 13110 287 +3.6 


Elron 

Arfr 

Clal Electronics 
Spectronixl 
TJkT. 1 
Ackemein 1 
Agan5 
Alliance 
Dexter 
Fertilisers 
Haifa Chem. 
Tevar 
Dead Sear 
Petrochem. 
Macs Chem. 
Frutarom 
Had era Paper 
Central Trade 
Koorp 
Clal Inds. 


346000 

38400 

2930 

1700 

3330 

1049 

14950 

788 

3100 

9500 

825 

47300 

12800 

372 

$232 

7790 

143000 

6040 

4389000 

1319 


Investment Companies 

IDBDev.r 3040 4292 

Eltem 2175 952 

Afikl 530 2103 


UrdanQ.1 r 
Is. Can Co. 1' 
Zion Cables 
Pecker Steel 
E)bit3r 




Gahalet 

1280 

36 

+1.6 

686 

+34 

Israel Corp. 1 

5700 

656 

- 

1402 

+0.7 ■ 

Wolfeon 1 r 

63500 

— 

— 

54 


Hapoalim Inv. 

4205 

821 . 

- 

183 


Leumi Invest 

4000 

950 

+5.0 

870 

196 

863 

-14 

+34 

Discount Invest 

Mizrahi Invest 
Clal 10 

4150 

8095 

2190 

7441 

16 

1687 

+44 

+1.6 

+14 

LandecoO.1 

f&V 

42 

— 

148- 

+44 

Pama 0.1 

5920' 

416 

+5.7 

202 

267 

+34 

Oil Exploration 



590 

+6L4 

PazOJJExpL 

10G90 

24 

+34 

435 

+44 

J.O.E.L 

1203 

1006. 

- 


Abbreviations: 

a. o. severs only b bearer 

tu>. buyers Only . r regist e red 


Thursday. February 20,1986 The Jerusalem Post Page Nine 






mffl 

Wm 

1M : 


Israel Money Markets 


SHEKEL INTEREST RATES 

PRIME BORROWING RATE: 2%% per month 

Unlinked Deposit (Annual Rates) 


February 19 ,1986 


LEUMI 
HAPOAUM 
DISCOUNT 
MIZRAHI 
FIRST INTT. 


LASTUPDATED 

17.2 
92 

20.2 

9.1 

5.2 


TAPAS 

PAKAM 7-DAY 

PAKAM 30-DAY 

12-23% 

13-23% 

12-21% 

16-24% 

16-25% 

16-26% 

10-18% 

10-18% 

12-19% 

12-19% 

12-24% 

12-24% 

12-24% 

Id—24% 

14—24% 


: of February 19) 
B-MONTHS 


Rates vary according to size of deposit 
(Tapas: demand deposit paying daily interest 
Pakam: (bead-term deposit available from 7 to 59 dais.) 

PATAH—FOREIGN CURRENCY DEPOSIT RATES (i 

3-MONTHS 

USD — 

STG — 

DMK - 

Sffl - 

YEN - 

Rates vary according to size of deposit and are subject to change. 

SHEKEL FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 

CHEQUES AND 

COUNTRY CURRENCY TRANSACTIONS 

Purchase. Sale 

U.SA. DOLLAR 1 - - 

GREAT BRITAIN STERLING 1 - - 

GERMANY MARK 1 - - 

FRANCE FRANC 1 - - 

HOLLAND GULDEN 1 - - 

SWITZERLAND FRANC 1 - - 

SWEDEN KRONA 1 - - 

NORWAY KRONE ‘ - - 

DENMARK KRONE T - - 

FINLAND MARK 1 - - 

CANADA DOLLAR 1 -- 

AUSTRALIA DOLLAR 1 - - 

SOUTH AFRICA RAND 1 - - 

BELGIUM FRANC 10 - - 

AUSTRIA SCHILLING 70 - - 

ITALY LIRE 7000 - - 

JAPAN YEN 10C - - 

JORDAN DINAR 7 - - 

EGYPT POUND 1 - - 

SUPPLIED BY BANK LEUMI 


European Financial Markets 

Precious Metals 


12-MONTHS 


CURRENCY 


CHEQUES AND 
TRANSACTIONS 

BANKNOTES 

BANK OF ISRAEL 

DOLLAR 

1 

Purchase. 

Sale 

Purchase. 

Sale 

Representative Rates 
1.4795 

STERLING 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.1399 

MARK 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.6404 

FRANC 

l 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.208S 

GULDEN 

l 


- — 

— 

— 

0.5670 

FRANC 

1 



— 

— 

0.7744 

KRONA 

1 

. — 

— — 

— 

— 

0.2016 

KRONE 


— 

— 

— 

— 

04050 

KRONE 

T 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.1735 

MARK 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.2851 

DOLLAR 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

1.0604 

DOLLAR 

1 


— 

— 

— 

1.0467 

RAND 

1 

i. 

— 

— 

— 

0.7227 

FRANC 

10 

_ 


— 

— 

0.3129 

SCWLLfAIG 

to 

— 


— 

— 

0.91 IB 

LIRE 

1000 

— 


— 

— 

0.9405 

YEN 

10C 

— 


— 

— 

0.8276 

DINAR 

1 


— 

— 

— 

3.9947 

POUND 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.8581 


GOLD: LONDON AM. FIX 

PARIS NOON FIX 

SILVER: LONDON FIX 

PLATINUM: LONDON P.M. 

PALLADIUM: LONDON P.M. 

FOREIGN CURRENCY CROSS RATES (London 

Forward Rates 


SILVER: 

PLATINUM: 

PALLADIUM: 


AM. FIX 
NOON FIX 
FIX 
P.M. 

P.M. 


343.70 

345.58 

598.55 

388.40 

104.40 

15.30GMT) 


P.M. FIX 
ZURICH P.M. 


341.40 

340.65 


POUND STERLING — 

DEUTSCHE MARK — 

SWISS FRANC — 

DUTCH GULDEN — 

FRENCH FRANC 7.0325/ 

JAPANESE YEN 178.70/ 

ITALIAN URA 15704/2 

BELGIAN FRANC 47.25/ 

HONGKONG DOLLAR 7.798 01 

SJLFRICAN RAND 0.4915/ 

CANADIAN DOLLAR 1-3940/ 

AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR 0.7080/ 

SWEDISH KRONA 74300 1 

NORWEGIAN KRONE 74075/ 

DANISH KRONE . 6.5275/ 

Formula for determining forward rates: 
high/low (eg. 220/210) — Deduct from spot price, 

low/high (eg. 210/220)—add to spot price 


SPOT 


3MTHS 

6MTHS 

12 MTHS 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 


. — 

—-— 

— 

_ 


—— * 

— 


7.0325/75 


1200/1300 

1900/2050 

2600/2900 

178.70/80 


92/87 

I 202/192 

413/393 

15704/2.0 


390/415 

' 680/720 

1130/1200 

47.25/30 


30/36 

43/53 

55/70 

7.7980/00 


235/215 

495/455 

1060/700 

0.4915/35 


65/50 

77/57 

145/105 

14940/50 


143/150 

225/240 

345/375 

0.7080/90 


170/166 

308/303 

520/510 

74300/00 

- 

610/660 

1150/1230 

1825/1950 

74075/25 


905/955 

1920/2000 

3750/3875 

6.5275/25 


-15/+60 . 

—3Q/+100 

-1(y+250 


ISRAELI STOCKS Traded in New York: 


NYSE and ASE 





Last 

Prev. Close 

High 

Low 

Vd ('OOs) 

Alliance 



— 

Vt 

■- 

—— 

— 


Am Hr Pap 



9% 

9 

9% 

9% 

133 


Ampal 



2% 

2% 

2% 

2% 

233 


Elsdnt 



2% 

2 % 

2% 

2% 

85 


E&lavud 



11 

10% 

11V4 

11 

132 


Laser Inds 



13 

13% 

13% 

13 

120 


Over the counter 









lest 

bid 

salt 



last 

bid 

ask 

Bank Leumi 

— 

— 

— 


Interpharm 

— 

— 

— 

El bit 

7% 

7% 

VU 


Optrotech 

Ill* 

11% 

12 

ECITbL 

9% 

9 

9% 


Rada 

— 

• - 


Elron 

7% 

7 

7V» 


Scitex 

9 Vfe 

8% 

9% 

Fibronlcs 

15% 

15V* 

15% 


Tero-vit 

— 

— 

— 

IDS Bank 

— 

— 

— 


Tevapharm 

— 

— 

— 

US 

-4% 

— 

— 


SPI 

7 

— 

— 


New York Financial Markets 

WALL STREET Closing Prices 


Dow Jones Indices 

IND 1458.26 

TRANS 784.43 

UTILS 182.60 

NYSE COMP 126.75 

NASDAQ COMP 35Z09 

S-P 100 INDEX 27144 

S-PCOMP 219.76 

AMEX INDEX 246.67 


Statistics 

NYSE 

NASDAQ 


VOL. 152,697/400 
VOL 125472400 


STOCKS UP 698 
STOCKS UP 1215 


NYSE Highest Volume 

ATT 21% 

PANHAND PI 34% 

JHSN+JHSN 48 

BAXTER LAB 16% 

IBM 757% 

TEXACO 29 

SOUTHERN . 22% 

PAC GAS EL 21% 

BANKAMER 14 

MER LYNCH 40% 

DOWN 1,010 
DOWN 823 


Comment 

WALL STREET STOCKS OFF SHARPLY LATE AFTERNOON. The slock market remained sharply depressed in afternoon trading, 
finding little comfort in statements on the deficit and the dollar by Federal Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker, traders said. 

The Dow Jones industrial Average was down 16 at 1663, sharply below the session of high of 1686. The index stood at 1502 on 

January 22. Declines led advances nine-seven on volume of 132.53 million shares. 

Traders said profit-taking was the main feature, after a powerful three-week rally In which there has been virtually no cooling 
off period. 


U.S. Money Rates 

Prime 9.60%; Broker 8.75%; NY Euros 3 months. 8-7%; Fed Funds last 7% - 

New York Foreign Exchange 


YESTERDAY'S CLOSING 

OPENING 

LATEST 


DMK 

24070/80 

24155/70 

24880/00 


SHt 

14075/95 

14140/60 

14130/50 


STG 

1.4480/90 

1.4430/40 

1.4530/40 


YEN 

17840/10 

179.10/20 

180.30/50 


CAN 

14959/64 

14970/74 

14908/13 


Comment 

DOLLAR EASES FURTHER IN NEW YORK _ _ J . 

The dollar eased further as bearish sentiment continued to dog the currency. Trading was thin and nervous following 
yesterday morning's gyrations on conflicting statements by Fed Chairman Volcker and Treasury Secretary Baker. The dollar 
wn mostly higher following Voicker's comments in the afternoon that he ia concerned about a loss of confidance in tha dollar. 


Overseas financial data - from Reuters exclusively to The Jerusalem Post 


S \T 


THE ISRAEL ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS REVIEW 1985 


v • - 




■ 

N 

•s 


The Israel Economic and Business Review Is the most comprehensive source 

of economic and commercial alternation and analysis of the 

Israeli economy available In Engfish. 

Edited and published jointiy by The Jerusalem Post andThe brad Economist, 
the book supples information and in-depth analysis of economic developments 
and commercial and faandal trends of the year. 

Introduction by Prof. Zvl Sussman: Special feature essays indude analysis of 
the mWtaiy-Industria) complex the economy of the West Bank and Gaza and labor trends. 

SecttMW analysescoirer both the Industrial and service sectors hi deal 

These are foflowed by extensh/e data tables and other Wormatfve 

appemfices which make ti« Review an indfcpensWe referenre manual for 
both ktdMduals and organizationswith commercial and financial interests In IsraeL 


To: BOOKS,Tlie Jerusalem Post 
P.O.B. 81, Jerusalem 91000 
Please send me 

THE ISRAEL ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS REVIEW 1985. 
I enclose a cheque for NIS 39.00 (inch VAT and postage.) 

,Name .. 

Address ..... 

City . Code . 

Tel- . 
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Distorted legislation 


WHAT COULD BE more natural for a state that arose from 
the ashes of a racist holocaust than to declare incitement to 
racism a criminal offence? 


Israel already has on the books a prohibition on incitement 
against any section of the public. Last year the Knesset also 
passed a law barring racist lists from running in national 
ejections. But the country is still lacking an effective legal ban 
on racism — conceived in the widest sense as hostility and 
violence on grounds of race, nationality or religion - that would 
put paid to the Kahanist bid to translate the Nazi code of 
Nuremberg to local conditions, by applying it to the Arabs. 

For many months now parliament has had under considera¬ 
tion a government measure - in the form of an amendment to. 
the Penal Law - designed to achieve that end. 

The phrasing of the bill may be somewhat inelegant: the 
meaning of “bringing racism about" - through incitement - is 
not entirely clear. Besides, as Shneur Zalman Feller, one of the 
country’s leading criminal law experts, has pointed out. the bill 
fails to outlaw organizations that are engaged in the dissemina¬ 
tion of racist propaganda. 

Some amendments have been introduced by deputies on the 
Left in the Law Committee in order to toughen the bill up. But 
these have been more than counterbalanced by efforts on the 
Right to chip away at it. No one, save Meir Kahane, would 
admit to harbouring any racist sentiments, of course. But Likud 
and Tehiya legislators left little doubt that they thought the 
measure was less than absolutely essential, while the “religious 
lobby” endorsed it only to completely overturn the bill. 

Led, in effect, by none other than the Kach leader himself, 
the “religious lobbyists” would like to make it, on this occasion, 
a punishable racist slur to criticize a person for his religious 
beliefs - and at the same time to exempt from the prohibition on 
incitement to racism any ruling or opinion grounded in the 
halacha. The ostensible, and wholly irrelevant, argument is 
that the separation, in life or in death, of members of different 
religions must not be considered racism. 

What some Orthodox deputies are now ready seeking to 
obtain is legislation that would, for example, license a chief 
rabbi to proscribe the sale of property by Jews to non-Jews in 
Eretz Yisrael - while granting him immunity from even 
criticism on the ground that his ruling is racist in character. 

Such perversion of the purpose of the bill does not, however, 
satisfy the Likud. With an eye on the portion of the electorate 
that is far more disturbed by the spectre of terrorism than by the 
threat of racism, the Likud has made it a condition of its consent 
to enactment of the anti-racism measure, in whatever form it 
emerges, that voting on it be tied directly to the approval of an 
amendment to the Prevention of Terrorism Ordinance. 

The fact that terrorism - meaning,, in this context, Palestinian 
terrorism - is a danger to the state, and that support for it must 
carry a heavy penalty, needs no proof: it is the basis of existing 
law. But the law as it stands does not consider contacts with 
terrorist agents, or leaders, to be a crime unless they are found 
to endanger the state's security. 

The Likud now proposes that the danger should be viewed as 
immaterial to the offence. Israeli and PLO academics would 
still be allowed to attend an academic conference abroad, but 
tiie .Israeli must not try to persuade the PLO conferees that 
terrorism is an abomination. For that would amount to a 
“political contact.” 

It is puzzling that Premier Shimon Peres has agreed to the 
tieup between a - to put it mildly - needless legal measure and 
an anti-racism bill that may yet turn out to have been distorted 
beyond recognition of its original aim. A revolt against this 
arrangement in Alignment ranks is a virtual certainty. 


Anarchy in TV house 


THERE CAN BE no doubt that the whole country is disgusted 
by the state of anarchy prevailing in Television House. 

On one recent occasion the technicians suddenly decided 
that a certain programme - the Knesset members going to the 
Temple Mount - was unfit for Israeli eyes, because it was 
coming by sateUite after being filmed on an electronic news- 
gathering machine. On another occasion astonished viewers 
heard the sounds of scuffles in the newsroom as the technicians 
took physical action against the newscasters. 

Education Minister Yitzhak Navon has declared that Che 
technicians have a valid grievance, and that they are entitled to 
some redress. For one thing, their basic pay is far lower than 
that of the television journalists. 

If their claims are valid, they certainly should get quick 
redress. But their violent methods cannot be countenanced. 
Israel has one starion. run by a state broadcasringauthority: it is 
utterly absurd to have technicians, or any other group for that 
matter, arrogating to themselves the right to decide what news 
or other items the nation can see. 

It has been said that power tends to corrupt, and that 
absolute power corrupts absolutely. The same can be said 
about a monopoly, such as the state television in this country. 

But. in fact, the television technicians do not have an 
absolute monopoly any longer. So many private firms have 
trained cadres of engineers and technicians that it should be 
possible to break the power of the technicians, if they go on 
blocking telecasts. 

The sad truth is that the malaise in Television House goes far 
deeper than the irresponsibility of the technicians. Most of the 
blame rests on the Likud: seven years ago they introduced the 
principle of politicization of the IBA and of its director-general. 
This was a breach of the spirit of the Broadcasting Law. The 
result has been an inept Executive, which is now run rather like 
the national unity government, that is, with two horses pulling 
in different directions. 

Thedirectors-general were chosen for their political views 
rather than their technical qualifications. For the last 18 
months, there has been no real director of television, only 
acting directors. 

In these circumstances, it might be good idea to close the 
station for a while, disband the authority and re-form it in the 
spirit of the Law. But one thing is certain: we cannot have a 
policy of drift and improvisation in Television House any 
longer. Something must be done. 


POSTSCRIPTS! 



A GROUP of educators 
who teach science to spe- 
_rial education pupils re¬ 
cently sent a brief text on glaciers to 
be typed by a firm equipped with 
word-processors and other electro¬ 
nic wizardry. The firm is located in 
Mea Shearim. When the typescript 
returned, the typist casually men¬ 
tioned that she had left our a para¬ 
graph , saying she had been unable to 
type it because it was aginst her 
religion. The missing part dealt with 
the ice age. which occurred - hereti- 
cally in her view -15.000 years ago. 

E.M. 


,PAREVE is a new orga- 
11M nization of adult children of 



Jewish-gentile intermar¬ 
riage in the U.S. Pareve (meaning 
neither milk nor meat) children feel 
they need support and can help other 
children of mixed marriages to cope 
with the various problems that afreet 
them; helping the Jewish spouse to 
raise the children as Jews, if that is 
what the couple wish, or resolving 
identity problems of the offspring. 
Headed by Robin Margolis, Pareve 
can be reached at P.O.B. 2554, 
Washington, D.C. 

J-SJ* 


THIS WEEK'S cabinet meeting, 
which ended in pandemonium and 
disagreement, saw the first virulent 
outbreak in the political arena of 
that peculiarly Israeli malady, “pre¬ 
rotation fever.*' Most observers ex¬ 
pect the outbreaks to become more 
frequent and ugly as the October 
deadline for the switch of the pre¬ 
miership between Shimon Peres and 
Yitzhak Shamir draws near. 

The disease comes in two strains. 
The more obvious one, contracted 
by Alignment stalwarts, features 
nervousness and cold sweats as prim¬ 
ary symptoms. At a later stage, it 
results in displays of desperation and 
frantic movement, as if in search of 
some ever-receding escape route. 
These symptoms are induced by the 
prospect, growingly ineluctable, of 
the rotation, which is donning all the 
metaphysical trappings and signifi¬ 
cance of a prospective Fall from 
Grace. 

Less obvious is the strain, marked 
by smugness and self-satisfaction 
mixed with trepidation and incredul¬ 
ity. affecting most Likud leaders. At 
a later stage, the disease (in this 
variation) will lead to extreme cau¬ 
tion almost to the point of inaction 
and to an overwhelming desire to 
appease and to conciliate, to avoid 
all friction and conflict. 

Throughout, the Likud leaders 
will remain incredulous, on two 
counts. First, they will blinkingjy 
disbelieve their good luck or 
Labour's past foolishness in failing 
to force a Labour-Likud rupture 
(overTaba, the West Bank. Sharon) 


epidemic 


until now. At the same time, they 
will continue to disbelieve that Peres 
in the coming months will not seek 
hard for an issue over which he could 
wriggle out of or break the rotation 
agreement. 


BENNY MORRIS 


•IT IS at least partly against this 
backdrop that one must view the 
cabinet fracas and Peres's ongoing 
effort to shift gear in the economic 
programme from freezing the eco¬ 
nomy to embarking on “growth.” 

For weeks now, following the fai¬ 
lure of Taba to create the much- 
longed-fbr breach with the Likud and 
following the Hussein-Arafat failure 
to reach agreement on some form of 
PLO participation in the peace pro¬ 
cess (which might have induced the 
Likud to blanch), observers have 
predicted that Labour would pull out 
of its sleeve the economic card. 

The interesting thing is that, be¬ 
cause of the prevailing economic 
situation, the card eased out of the 
sleeve almost naturally, with very 
little prompting fron*i party backben¬ 
chers. Labour’s ministers, at their 
regular meeting last week, strongly 
pressed Peres to demand (“almost 
ultimarively”) the establishment of a 
Labour-dominated five-minister 
economic committee, that would at 
last give Labour some control of the 
national purse strings. As Labour 
sees things, the Likud currently con¬ 


trols the money flow and the main 
economic ministries (Finance. Trade 
and Industry) and is. partly for poli¬ 
tical reasons, allowing Labour- 
dominated branches of the eco¬ 
nomy, services and companies (Solel 
Boneta, Softam, Kupat Holim dalit, 
agriculture, construction) to wither 
on the vine. The resulting unemploy¬ 
ment. company bankruptcies and 
failures will in the main be attributed 
to Labour ministers (Health Minis¬ 
ter Mordechai Gur, Agriculture 
Minister Arye Nehamton and. of 
course, Peres). 

Peres's demand to de-freeze the 
economy and to initiate' “growth,” 
he says, is geared mainly to resur¬ 
recting Israel's agricultural and 
building sectors and to bailing out or 
preventing the collapse of indebted 
or failing companies, thus laying low 
the spectre of unemployment (espe¬ 
cially in such Likud strongholds as 
the development towns). 


opening the floodgates will bring 
down the economic programme. 
The Likud feels, on the one hand 
that “its” Finance Minister \ itzhak 
Moda i is the farher of rbe so-far 


successful economic programme, 
the success of which is “their' suc- 


BUT. IRONICALLY, the Likud, 
which massively squandered public 
funds in “buying” the electorate dur¬ 
ing the 1981 and 1985 campaigns, is 
now continuing to urge a freeze and 
a policy of restraint, arguing that 


cess. (Labour men. of course, point 
out that most Likud ministers seven 
months ago voted against the prog¬ 
ramme.) At the same time, the 
Likud would not like the “growth 
stage of the programme, which will 
presumably put more money in em¬ 
ployees’ pockets and keep down un¬ 
employment, to be identified with 

Peres. , . _ . 

In this respect, no doubt. Labour 
leaders fear that should the rotation 
occur, the Likud can be expected to 
repeat its performances of 1981 and 
1985, and fill employees’ pockets 
with cheap videos and colour TVs m 
the run-up to the elections in 1988. 
thus once again squandering public 
funds to remain in office. In this 
sense, as in others. Labour’s leaders 
feel that the “national interest" jus¬ 
tifies (indeed, may dictate) breaking 
the rotation agreement and staying 
in power until 1988. 


HENCE, THE shift of Labour's 
focus to the economy over the past . 
few weeks has been both natural and 
“artificial” - a response to very real 
economic pressures and (as per¬ 


ceived bv Labour) ndeds. and a 
desperate' attempt to at last latch 
onto and to exploit a field in which 
Likud-Labour dissension could 
cause the sought-after explosion that 
would torpedo rotation: andoyeran 
issue (“money in one s pocket ) that 
your average voter understands. 

Thus, when Energy Minister 
Moshe Shahal (Labour) on Sunday 
charged that Moda'i was not trans¬ 
ferring funds to his ministry, was 
like throwing, a match into a tinder 
box. “It wasn’t planned.” one 
Labour minister told me. “bur it was 
natural, inevitable.” Gur chimed rft 
that the Treasury “owed” the Health 
Ministry $10 million and called Mod¬ 
a'i a “liar"; Moda'i. recalling that 
Gur in rhe past had referred to him 
as a “maniac," said he couldn't stand 
Gur's “fat face”; and so on. 

It looked a bit like a concerted 
attack on Moda'i, designed to pro¬ 
voke the finance minister, who. is 
known for his quick temper. Moda i. 
predictably, regarded the artacks as 
pre-planned and designed to torpe¬ 
do rotation (more than as a deliber¬ 
ate attempt to bury the economic 
programme with which he is identi¬ 
fied). Moda'i probably feels that the 
Labour anti-roration stalwarts have 
singled him out as the weak link in 
the Likud". 

In Labour, however, there is real 
anger at Moda’i. who in dishing out 
funds, it is felt, has discriminated 
against the Labour-he Id ministries. 




The writer is the Diplomatic Corres¬ 
pondent q/The Jerusalem Post. 


OUR annexationists leave no stone 
unturned in trying to convince every¬ 
one that we should hold on to the 
West Bank and Gaza. Yohanan 
Ramati (The Jerusalem Post, Janu¬ 
ary 29) tries to show thar we need not 
worry about the demographic poten¬ 
tial of the Arabs. A close analysis of 
his arguments shows how fallacious 
and dangerous his connection is. 

Ramati says we do not have to 
worry about having an Arab major¬ 
ity here in another 15 years. But 
what about 20 or 30 years?-He also 
focuses his argument on the word 
“majority." Those against annexa¬ 
tion do not worry only about having 
a majority, that is 51 per cent of the 
people in the Jewish State being 
Jewish. We are also apprehensive 
over what will happen to the Jewish 
state if we have a large minority of 
non-Jews. 

Jabotinsky in the 1920s said that 
even if we had a Jewish state with 
only a 55 per cent Jewish majority he 
would be happy. (It seems he never 
consulted the demographic statistics 
of the Arabs and did not know that a 
45, per cent Arab minority would 
turn into a majority- in a few years.) 
In our day. a disciple of Jabotinsky, 
Prof. Joseph Nedava, tells us also 
that if we had an Arab minority of 45 
per cent he too would be unwonied. 

Our annexationists are so blinded 
by the prospect of annexing all those 
square miles of territory that they 
fail to see the catastrophes that have 
resulted from having huge minor¬ 
ities. Northern Ireland has a Catho- 


Demographic danger 


lie minority of (ess than one third. 
Yet that community is making a hell 
of the country in the struggle for its 
rights. In Cyprus, theTurks make up 
less than a quarter of the population, 
but have turned that island into a 
smouldering volcano. And in Leba¬ 
non. the non-Christian minority has 
lately become a majority, and has 
become tired of submitting to rheir 
more “modem” masters. 


RAMATI refuses to face the facts. 
Even within the Green Line the 
percentage of Arabs has grown slow¬ 
ly but surely. In 1966, when Israel's 
(Green Line) total population was 
2.600,000, the Arabs made up 11.5 
per cent of the total Today, when 
the Green Line population is about 
4.33 million the Arabs make up 
17.25 per cent of the total. This 
means that the Arabs have, within 
the Green Line alone, increased 
their proportion of the total by 50 
per cent over what it was 17 years 
ago. The reason is simple: Arab 
families average 6.4 children, while 
Jewish families have 2.5. 

If we absorb the territories with 
their 1.300,000 Arabs, the Arab por¬ 
tion of the total will skyrocket with 
one leap to 37 per cent. Of course 
this is not 51 per cent, so Ramati is 
technically correct in saying that it is 


JEWISH HOMELAND 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir. - As a new immigrant in 
Israel, I am constantly being asked 
by puzzled Israelis why we left 
America with all its supposed be¬ 
nefits to come here. I always answer 
that, for my children's sake as well as 
my own, I came here to live as a Jew. 
among Jews, in the Jewish home¬ 
land. 

If the truth be told, it has not 
always been easy learning to cope 
with inflation and a monthly salary 
equivalent to what we received 
weekly in the U.S. We are still 
having problems with the language, 
and I assume that armv reserve duty. 


when the time comes, will be no bed 
of roses either. Yet it is all worth¬ 
while to be able to say with pride that 
we are living in our own country. 

1 never expected Israel, with all is 
problems, to be a Jewish Utopia. 
But when I hear of Christian mis¬ 
sionary universities being built in 
Jerusalem, Israeli Knesset members 
being threatened on the Temple 
Mount, and Bratslav Hassidim being 
discriminated against in Yavne'ei in 
ways that would be inconceivable in 
the U.S.. I cannot help asking my¬ 
self: Am I truly living in the Jewish 

KfalUW. ^RAH n'BERC 


OPERA IN ISRAEL 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. -1 must agree wholeheartedly 
with Benjamin Bar-Am’s review of 
the New York City Opera's produc¬ 
tion of La Bohime (January 24). 
What a boring and lacklustre per¬ 
formance! 

•Seeing the New York City Opera 
reminded me of the years when I 
lived in Los Angeles, where this 
same company came on tour every 
season. Like Tel Aviv, Los Angeles 


is a city with a sophisticated opera- 
starved audience predisposed to en¬ 
joy these rare opera performances to 
the full. But time after time, the New 
York City Opera proved to be a 
disappointment. 

1 wonder why this company is so 
much in demand? Wouldn't we do 
better to invite touring companies 
from Covent Garden,,La Scala or 
the Vienna Staatsoper? 

Jerusalem. CHAIM PHILLIPS 
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when you want to do more than 
"just" cook a meal, for when you 
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former columnist for The 
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fashion that 
make haute 


cuisine 
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simple. 
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not a majority. But even he himself 
admits that these Arabs are not 
“friendly.” 

His “discovery" is that between 
1967 and 1984, “the Jewish majority 
in Greater Israel (pre-1967 Israel 
plus the territories) increased by 42 
percent.” He explains this by noting 
that every year a few thousand 
Arabs have left for cither lands, such 
as the oil fields of the Gulf. 

This is a violent distortion of what 
really happened. Of course the Jew¬ 
ish majority was greater in 1984 than 
it was in 1967. This is because the 
number of Jews, starting at a higher 
level in 1967, has grown since then, 
as has the number of Arabs, even 
though the Arabs have grown much 
faster. In 1967 we had, in “Greater 
Israel," 2,300,000 Jews and 
1,130,000 Arabs, a majority then of 
1,170,000 Jews. Today, in “Greater 
Israel” there are 3,600,000 Jews and 
2,000,000 Arabs, a majority of 
1,600,000. This last number is almost 
40 per cent larger than the Jewish 
majority of 1967, in line with Rama- 
ti’s “42 percent.” 

The fallacy is if you start with two 
numbers, a smaller and a larger one. 


and they-are both increasing, but the 
smaller at a faster rate (percentage) 
than the larger, the difference be¬ 
tween them will at first increase in 
favour of the larger, because in the 
race the larger one is beginning at a 
higher level. But as time passes, the 
lower number will catch up with (and 
then surpass) the higher number 
because the lower number is increas¬ 
ing at a faster rate. 

In the first 17-year period since 
1967, the Arabs have gained a larger 
proportion of the population. In the 
next 27-year period, ending around 
the year 2000, they will be almost 
equal to us, and a few years later 
they will be the majority. 


THE ARTICLE evades one of the 
key factors by ignoring the age dis¬ 
tribution of the two peoples. The 
Statistical Abstract for Israel of 1984 
gives us the age distribution for the 
Green Line. From this we can esti¬ 
mate this- factor for “Greater 
Israel,” as follows: age 65 and over- 
Jews, 350,000; Arabs. 60,000; age 10 
to 14 - Jews. 340,000. Arabs. 
300,000. In 15 years, most of this 
older group will not be living - a 
huge loss of Jews. In 15 years, most 
of this younger group will be having 
families, and Arab families have 6.4 
children, while Jewish families have 
only 2.5. 


SHCHARANSKY’S 

RELEASE 


EXPLORATION 
OFSPACE 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - Will the democracy of Israel 
allow me to address this letter to all 
those who believe in human rights, 
in Israel, and rejoice at the return of 
Shcharansky. 

Is it legitimate for the Israelis to 
rejoice at the release of their prison¬ 
er while they denied Palestinians the 
right to rejoice at the release of their 
prisoners from Israeli jails last year? 

Shcharansky’s wife found hearing 
ears who helped her to have her 
husband released, but why do 
thousands of Palestinian wives find 
no hearing ears in Israel to help the 
return of their deported or impris¬ 
oned husbands? 

Will there ever be a “true victory 
for the human spirit and for 
freedom-loving people" while 
Palestinian people are denied their 
basic collective and individual 
rights? 

MAHMOUD TALAB NAM- 
Dura. MOURA 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 


of The J 

Sir, - Normally, I couldn't agree 
more with what Philip Gilion says in 
his weekly Telereview, but I must 
disagree completely with the last 
sentence of his review of January 31: 
“Let us hope that nobody will be 
deterred from carrying on with the 
exploration of space/’ 

In my opinion, this exploration 
will never be anything more than a 
fantastically expensive scientific 
curiosity which is being carried on 
solely because of its military poten¬ 
tial. and for no other valid reason 
whatsoever. 

. The human race, in its pursuit of 
bigger and better atom bombs and 
the Star Wars research (there's no 
doubt that Russia is also doing simi¬ 
lar research but without the atten¬ 
dant publicity), is adopting exactly 
the same behaviour as the Gadarene 


swine. 

Netanya. 


S. HALLSIDE 
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The article’s thesis destroys its 
own argument. Ramati suggests we 
remove the West Bank totally from 
Jordanian sovereignty and annex it 
to Israel, yet admits that even under 

our present partial control, with the 

increase in social and economic be¬ 
nefits there, the number of Arabs 
leaving the area has decreased from 
the number leaving under the earlier 
Jordanian rule. If we annex the area, 
there will be even more benefits for 
these Arabs, and so there will be 
even more Arabs there. Or is Rama¬ 
ti intimating that we should not ex¬ 
tend equal social and economic be¬ 
nefits? 

He also argues against himself 
when he says that the present voting 
power of the Arabs in the Green 
Line is too great. If we take in over a 
million more Arabs, won’t their vot¬ 
ing strength be even greater? Or is 
he suggesting that we not grant these 
Arabs the right to vote? 

He ends with a forecast for the 
year 2000. According to his projec¬ 
tion and that of the Central Bureau 
of Statistics “Greater Israel” will 
have about eight million people, of 


whom about four and a half million A 
will be Jews and three and a half 


million will be Arabs. In other 
words. Jews will constitute 56 per 
cent of the population and Arabs 44 
percent. The Jabotinsky-Nedava vi¬ 
sion will have been realized. What a 
joyful prospect to look forward to! 


The writer is a former history lecturer at 
Bar Hart University. 
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To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, - In two articles on January 
31, Judy Siegel and Philip Gilion 
gave a very favourably review to Dr. 
Bernard Lown, the co-recipient of 
the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize. In the 
former article, mention is made that 
Dr. Lown “was attacked... for sup- 
posedly playing into tbe hands of the * 
Russians.” 

This reminded me that Dr. Lown 
and T were residents in medicine at 
the same hospital in 1949. During a 
discussion at lunch in early 1949, Dr. 
Lown vigorously defended Soviet 
Russian policies and supported the 
Communist coup d'etat in Czechos¬ 
lovakia the previous .year, after 
which Jan Masaryk, the;'foreign 
minister, threw himself (or was 
thrown) out of a window. ... .... 
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